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Hegislatior Assembly

Wednesday, the 7th April, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took

the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

1,

QUESTIONS (84): ON NOTICE

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES

Power Line: Wood Chipping
Industry

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Fuel and Energy:
With reference to part (5) of
question 28 of 22nd October, 1975:
(1) Who paid for the installa-
tion of the Muja woodchip
powerline?

(2} How much is the W.A. Chip
and Pulp Company paying for
power and how does this
compare with other rates?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The State Energy Commission.

(2) In accordance with standard tariff
table “E” of the State Energy
Commission’s tariff schedule No, 1
which I shall table with your
permission, Mr Speaker.

g‘% schedule was tabled (see paper No.

HEALTH
Atmospheric Pollution: Monitoring
Stations

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
Have any of the mobhile air purity
monitoring stations established by
the Australian Government in
1974 or 1975 been to Western
Australia; if so, what are the de-
tails, in particular—
(a) what sites were used;
(b) what substances were moni-
tored;
(¢} what were the results of such
monitoring?

Mr RIDGE replied:

No mabile air purity monitoring
stations established by the Com-
monwealth Government have been
to Western Australia.

HEALTH

Atmospheric Pollution: Lead Conient

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What has been the result of
monitoring of the atmosphere in
the Perth metropolitan area for
lead content during 1973, 1974
and 19759
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(2) What sites were monitored and
what readings were made?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) The results of monitoring of the
atmosphere in Perth for lead
content are as follows—

Yearly average,
micrograms per

cubic metre.
1973 1.4
1974 1.0
1975 0.8

(2) Twenty-four hour readings meas-
ured at 57 Murray Street, Perth.

HEALTH
Fish: Polychlorinated Biphenyl
Compounds
Mr A. R, TONKIN, ta the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has there been any testing of fish
in 1974 or 1975 for residues of
polychlorinated biphenyls com-
pounds being carried out locally
on wet and canned fish?
(2) If so, will he table the results
of such testing?
(3) Have any restrictions been placed

upon the sale of these compounds
in Western Australia since 19717

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

(3) No. It has not beer. found neces-
sary. Import is restricted by Cus-
toms regulations.

—r

HEALTH

DDT and Chlorinated Hydrucarbons:

Use

Mr A. BR. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Agriculture:
Has a decision been mude by the
Australian Agricultural Ceouncil or
by any other body to phase out
the use of DDT or any other
chlorinated hydrocarbons?

Mr QLD replied:
Yes, as suitable alternatives he-
come available.
There are currently sixteen minor
and two major approved agricul-
tural uses for DDT in Western
Australia.
As far as aldrin/dieldrin is con-
cerned there is one approved agri-
culitural use.
With lindane there are two minor
approved agricultural uses; and
with heptachlor/chlordane there
are two major approved agricul-
tural uses,
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MOTOR FUEL
Substitution of Tetraethyl Lead

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Traflic:

(1) Is he aware of research by Pro-
fessor H. Bloom of the University
of Tasmania to substitute meth-
zfanoll for tetraethyl lead in motor
uel?

(2) 15 there substance in the claim
that methanol can he used in
future burners?

(3) Is there any intention to require
the use of afterburners in Aus-
tralia, so as to reduce the emis-
sion of lead?

{4) What is the permissible level of
lead contained in petrol per cubic
metre?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No.

(2) The methanol can be used as a
fuel for industrial burners if they
are specially designed for the fuel.
Use in vehicle engines would re-
quire modifications.

(3) Afterburners are used to reduce
emission of unburned and partially
combusted hydro carbons and not
to reduce lead. As lead is a poison
to the catalysts used in these de-
vices it is necessary to remove the
lead from motor spirit to achieve
a satisfactory performance life of
the afterburners. There s no in-
tention at present to require the
use of afterburners in Western
Australian motor vehicles.

(4} The permissible level of lead in
any motor spirifs in Western Aus-
tralia is .83 grams per litre.

TELEVISION
Advertisements: Control

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

representing the Chief Secretary:

(1) What power does the Minister
have to prevent the screening of
undesirable commercial material
in television?

(2) Is the Minister aware that there
has been considerable public dis-
quiet at the lurid nature of ad-
vertisements screened on televi-
sion connected with the film “The
Strangter of Rillington Place"?

(3) If not, will he make inquiries?

4) Will he make representations to
his colleague in the Australian
Government sp as to prevent a
repetition of the presentation of
such frightening material on tele-
vision?

Mr O’NEIL replied:
(1) None.

{(2) No complaints have been recelved
by the Minister or his department.

(3) and (4) The control over all tele-
vision material is vested in the
Australian Broadcasting Control
Board, to which all complaints will
he directed.

NATIONAL PARKS BOARD
Membership and Powers

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and the Environ-
ment:

(1) Who are the members of the
National Parks Board at the pre-
sent time, and what “interests"”
do they represent?

(2) What is the number of the re-
gulations pursuant to the Parks
and Reserves Act which regulates
the powers and composition of the
present board?

(3) Will he table those regulations?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) The present members of the Nat-
ional Parks Board are as follows—

Messrs C. F. H. Jenkins,
C.

C. R. L. Gibson,

G. R. W. Meadly,

J. F. Morgan,

N. J. Semmens,

H. W. Sorenson,

D. W. G. Treloar.
The members do not officlally re-
present specific interests but have
been appointed by the Minister as
a board of management under the
Parks and Reserves Act.

(2) The duiy of the board is covered
by section 4 of the Parks and Re-
serves Act. The present bhy-laws do
not relate to the composition of
the board but a copy of the Act
and the by-laws are tabled here-
with, The powers of the board are
spelt out in several by-laws,

(3) Answered by (2).

The Act and by-laws were tabled (see
paper No. 154},

SOUTH METROPOLITAN LAKES
Water Quality Measurements

My A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Water Supplies:

(1) What measurements of water
quality have been taken of Lake
Coogee, Davilak (Lake Manning),
Market Garden Swamps 1, 2 and
3 and at other lakes in the chain,
and of the private lake at Watson
Foods in Hamilton Road?
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Will he table the results?

Mr O’NEIL replied:

1)

2)

The Metropolitan Water Board
has been sampling Lake Coogee
twice yearly since 1970 for 13
parameters and a group of stud-
ents from Murdoch University
recently took samples from the
other lakes and swamps referred
to. These were analysed in the
board’s laboratory and the results
made available to the group.

Regular samples are not taken
from Watsons Foods.

Yes.

The document was tabled (see paper
No. 155).

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS AND

Mr

PROVINCES
Enrolments
CARR, to the Minister represent-

ing the Minister for Justice:

1}

(2}

®

What is the present enrolment
in each of the proposed 55 Leg-
islative Assembly eleciorates and
in each of the proposed Legis-
lative Council electorates?

What is presently the qguota for
each category of seats?

Are any electorates outside of the
quota limitations; if so0, which
ones?

Mr O’NEIL replied:

(1)

to (3) Electoral rolls are at present
maintained in existing districts
and provinces, and no figures are
at present available for the pro-
posed 55 Legislative Assembly dis-
tricts and the proposed 16 Legisla-
tive Council provinces other than
the figures published iIn the pro-
posals of the Electoral Commis-
sioners published in the Govern-
ment Gazette of 23rd January,
1976, in which the figures were
(lzglfcsulated as at 30th September,

The boundaries of proposed elec-
toral districts and provinces are
not final and in these circum-
stances it is consldered that the
considerable additional work and
expense in the calculation of the
figures requested is not justified.
The figures will be available as
early as circumstances permit fol-
lowing the commissioners’ final
report,

ART GALLERY

New Structure
DAVIES, to the Premler:
Referring to question 59 of 1lst
April, 1976, as the answer to part
(2) is only a repetition of the
question asked under (1), would

12.
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he please appreciate and under-
stand that, if available, some de-
tails of the public appeal are
sought and therefore answer the
question accordingly?

Mr O'Neil (for 8ir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

Details of the proposed appeal
have not been finalised.

However, an announcement is ex-
pected shortly from the Western
Australian Art Gallery Soclety.

It is anticipated that accommoda-
tion within the new Art Gallery
administration centre will be used
as fund raising campaign head-
quarters.

TRAFFIC OFFENCES

Driver’s Licence. Presentalion

Mr

FLETCHER, to the Minister for

Traffic:

(¢))

(2}

(&)

Is he aware that my question
67 on 1st April, 1976 arose as
the result of the following ex-
perience:

(a)} that the minor offender al-
luded to in the guestion was
redirected with his licence
for viewing, from the head-
quarters of the Road Traffic
Authority at No. 22 Mount
Sireet, Perth, to a branch of
the authority said to exist at
the Rural & Industries Bank
Building, Barrack  Street,
Perth;

as there was presumably
no Road Traflic Authority
branch at this address, the
minor offender was again
redirected—complete with
licence for viewing—to an al-
leged branch at Boan's, Mur-
ray Street, Perth;

after exhaustive enquiries at
this address the intrepid and
persistent minor offender, still
with licence for showing, was
again redirected to the Bank
of New South Wales centre,
where Crown Law is situated
and at which the Road Traf-
fiec Authority presumahly has,
or had a branch?

As I have not heard since from
the minor offender can I only as-
sume that his licence was finally
accepted for viewing at the last-
mentioned address?

Since the notice served on the
the minor offender has printed
on the back thereof, words which
say in effect that “a licence may
be viewed at any Branch” etc,
will he with a view to prevent-
ing similar inconvenience and ex-
asperation to the public, ensure
that if hranches of the Road

(b)

(c)
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Traffic Authorily are in future
shifted from one address to an-
other—particularly in the city
area—that the shifting and re-
location of the branch will re-
ceive wide publicity?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) and (2) I am not aware of the

circumstances. It is considered
that the persons redirecting the
minor offender were under the
impression that he wished to make
payment and not that he wished
to have his motor driver’s licence
endorsed on the infringement not-
ice,
There is no branch of the auth-
ority in the Bank of New South
Wales centre but payment of an
infringement notice may be made
to Crown Law in that building.

Traffic infringement regulations
provide for endorsement of the
particulars of the offender’s motor
driver’s licence to be made by a
patrolman (including & police offi-
cer),

Not all branches of the Road
Traffic Authority include patrol
staff but it will be recommended
that the regulations be amended
to include endorsement by an offi-
cer of the authority.

Yes, publicity will continue to be
given in the same manner as when
the R. & I. Bank branch was
closed and the branch in Boans
Limited altered. This was dealt
with by the followlng means—

{(a) “Hand outs" advising of the
change were available at the
R. & I. Bank some three weeks
before the changeover.

Prominent notices were pub-
lished in The West Austra-
lian, The Sunday Times and
Sunday Independeni{ news-
papers on the weekend 27th
and 28th March.

Notices are being inserted with
every vehicle and driver's
licenece renewal despatched.

(&)

(b)

(c)

HOUSING
Single Unit Accommodation:
Criteria

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for

Housing :

(1) Would he advise detalls of the
criteria at present applying for
State Housing Commission single
unit assistance?

(2) How many such units are avail-
able in—

(a) the metropolitan area;
(b) country areas?

14,

(3) How many applications are at
present outstanding—

(a) from women;
(b) from men?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) (a) A single aged or invalid pen-
sioner

or

A class “B” widow (aged 50
years or over without depend-
ent children)

oT
A Service pensioner,

With income not exceeding
the pension plus the supple-
mentalry rent allowance (ie,
$43.75).

Having liquid assets not ex-
ceeding $600.

(2) (a) 808.
(b) 45,
(3) (a) 724.
(b 75,

b)

(c)

EDUCATION

Pre-primary Centres: Number and
Location

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

(1) How many pre-primary centres
have been built by the present
State Government and where are
they located?

(2) How many pre-primary centres
have been absorbed into the State
education system and where are
they located?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) At 7th April, 1976, a total of 32
pre-primary centres have hbeen
built, are under construction or at
tender, These centres are located
at the following schools—

Allenswood  Primary
(Greenwood).

Balingup Primary School.

Bentley Junior Primary Schoal.

School

Brookman Primary School
(Langford).

Brookton District High School.

Burrendah Primary School

(Bouth Willetton).
Dudley Park Primary School
(Mandurah).
East Carnarvon Primary School.
Eneabba Primary School.
Girrawheen Primary School.
Grass Patch Primary School.
Greenbushes Primary School.
Jarrahdale Primary School.
Kardinya (on site of proposed
Kardinya Primary School).
Karratha Junior Primary
School.
Koondoola Primary School.
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Montrose Primary School,

Narembeen District High School.

North Lake Primary School.

North Scarborough Junior Pri-
mary School,

Nulsen Primary School (Esper-
ance),

Phoenix Primary School (Ham-
ilton HIilD.

Queen's Park Primary School.

South Kalgoorlie Primary
School.

South Thornlie Primary School.

Southwell Primary School
(Hamilton Hill),

Spearwood Primary School.

Three Springs Primary School.

Warnbro Primary School.

West Busselton Primary School.

Williams District High School.

Winterford Primary School
(Hamilton Hill).

(2} At Tth April, 1976, a total of fiity

kindergartens previously affiliated
with the W.A. Pre-School Board
have transferred to the Education
Department. These centres are as
follows—

Alfred Cove.

Attadale-Bicton.

Birralee No. 1 (Bunbury).

Brookton.

Boyup Brook.

Buntine.

Carlisle.

Carilla (Pickering Brook).

Carnarvon.

Castletown (Esperance).

Chapman Valley (Nabawa).

Chowerup.

Cranbrook.

Dampler,

Darkan.

Eaton.

Embleton.

Esperance.

Exmouth.

Frankland.

Floreat Park,

Grass Patch.

Happy Days (Rivervale),

Johnston Memorial (Serpen-
tine).

Karratha.

Many Peaks.

Melville.

Mingenew.

Morawa.

Mount Pleasant.

Narembeen.

North Floreat Park.

North Innaloo.

Pingelly.

Pinjarra.

Plantagenet (plus annexe) (Mt.
Barker).

Qualirading.

Rockingham Park.

Rocky Gully.

Safety Bay.

Salmon Gums.
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Scarborough.

South Bentley.

Southern Cross,

Tom Price No. 1
Centre).

Tom Price No. 2 (Scout Hall).

Wattleup.

Williams.

Woodlands,

Yuna.

(Church

TOURISM

Mr Denford: Accommodaiion Tours

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Transport:
{1) With reference to his correspond-

2)

3

4)

ence to me dated 22nd March
relative to the granting of a lic-
ence to Mr L. A. Denford to open
tourist accommodation tours with-
in Western Australia, would he
advise why it is necessary for Mr
Denford to restrict his accommo-
dation to hotels or guest houses?

Does he consider that the opposi-
tion by the Transport Commission
for Mr Denford to he issued with
an annual licence to operate pen-
sioner accommodation tours is in
accordance with the Liberal Party
policy, particularly those sections
covering the travel industry and
helping the small business?

Has he discussed those sections of
the Premier’'s policy speech eovered
under the heading. expanding the
travel industry and helping the
smal! business, with the Commis-
sioner of Transport?

If “Yes” could he claim that the
commissioner is acting within the
context of the sections listed?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

48]

2

3

At the present time the availability
of individual extended tours to the
general public is adequately cat-
ered for by the existing licensees
and the basis of Mr Denford’s last
application for a licence was that
he would offer to a restricted in-
come group, such a&s pensioners, a
low cost tour which they are un-
able to obtain individually from
the present tour aperators,

To ensure that the tour is kept
at a low cost, a licence to Mr Den-
ford would be conditional to using
the cheaper hofel or guest house
type of accommodation.

The issue of a temporary licence,
as distinct from an annual licence,
ts made for no reason other than
to ensure at this stage a measure
of control considered necessary
over such operations and as such
is not opposed to Liberal Party
policy in this regard.

Yes.
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(4) The Transport Commission works
¢losely with the Department of
Tourlsm in ensuring that licences
issued for general tourist opera-
tions are in accordance with the
guidelines laid down for the pro-
motion of this type of activity. In
this regard particular emphasis is
had to the stability of such opera-
tions for the tourist must be as-
sured of a standard of service that
is reliable, efficient and backed by
the necessary financial resources
to undertake such work.

HIGH SCHOOL AT WILLETTON
Commencement

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:
In view of the overcrowding at the
Rossmoyne Senior High School
will the Minister advise when it is
anticlpated the Willetton High
School will be built to ease the
current pressure on the Ross-
moyne Senior High School?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

Willetton High School is currently
under construction, It is scheduled
to open in February, 1977.

ROSSMOYNE HIGH SCHOOL
Overcrowding

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the over-
crowding of students at Ross-
moyne Senior High School?

}f “Yes" what is he doing about
t?

Is the Minister also aware there
are over 1400 students attending
the Rossmoyne Senior High
School?

If “Yes” is he aware the change-
room factlities only cater for less
than 400 students?

In view of this situation will he
take immediate steps to enlarge
the changeroom facilitles to cater
for the school?

(6) If not, why not?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) (3) and (4) Yes—ihese matters
were brought to the Minister's at-
tention when he visited Ross-
moyne Senior High School at the
invitation of the Hon. C. E. Grif-
fiths and in the company of the
member for Canning.

(5) and (6) Rossmoyne High
School will be relleved with the
opening of Willetton High in 1977.
There are no proposals in hand for
extending the existing change-
rooms.

2)

3)

4)

(&)

2

18.

19.

20.

NORTH KAILGURLI MINES LTD.
Financial Assistance

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Treasurer:
(1) Since the application for financial
assistance by North Kalgurli
Mines Ltd. mining company for
& development programme be-
lieved to be in the range of
$250 000, has a request for such or
any other assistance been made
by the said company to the State
Government ?

If “Yes” would he please elaborate
as regards the present situation?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

(1) North Kalgurli Ltd. has made ap-
plication to both the Common-
wealth Government and the State
Government to finance a $250 000
programme.

Neither Government has provided
funds, and the company has re-
stricted activities to a care and
maintenance level,

2y

@

GOLDMINING
Fimiston Leases: Water Levels

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Mines:

(1) Has his department conducted an
on-the-site check of the water-
levels in mining shafts on the
Fimiston leases, since minihg acti-
vitles ceased In February last?

(2) How frequently is it intended for
such checks to be undertaken?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1> No, but inspectors of mines are
aware of the water levels in the
shafts and other workings where
salvage operations are in progress.

(2) As requlred.

MINING
Fatal Accidents: Kelgoorlie, Scotia,
and Hambalda
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:
Would he please list the recorded
number of fatalities that have
occurred each year since and in-
cluding 1968 on Kalgoorlie, Scotla
and Kambalda mine operations?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
Kalgoorile Scotia Kambalda
Nil il

1968 7 N
1969 4 Nil 1
1970 3 Nil 3
1971 1 Nil 2
1972 3 Nil 2
1973 1 Nil 2
1974 1 1 Nil
1975 1 Nil 3
1976 Nil Nil 1
Total 21 1 14
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HEALTH

Abrolhos Islands: Chemical Toilets

Mr

CARR, to the Minister represent-

ing the Minister for Health:

(1)

(#)

3

Mr
(1)

2)

3

What tests have been made of
the sea water surrounding the
various Abrolhos Islands to test
whether the introduction of
chemical toilets has decreased the
level of pollution in the water?

What evidence is available fo
establish that the chemical agents
involved do not themselves have
a pollutant effect?

On how many occasions since the
introduction of chemical toilets
have Health Department officers
visited the Abrolhos Islands to
assess the situation?

RIDGE replied:

Representative bacteriological ex-
amination.

Chemical closets and chemicals
are tested by the department be-
fore approval by the Commissioner
of Public Health.

Twice,

EDUCATION

Abrolhos Islands: Correspondence

Mr
ing
1)

(2

@)

4)

Mr
1

2

3

Schools

CARR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Education:
What is the enrolment in each
of the private correspondence
schools presently operating at the
Abrolhos Islands?

What assistance, if any, is the
State Government providing to-
wards the operation of these
schools?

Has any officer of the Education
Department ever visited any of
these schools to assess what assist-
ance is warranted?

If “Yes” on how many occasions,
and when was the last occasion?

GRAYDEN replied:

Enrolments in the four commu-
nities of students on the Abrolhos
{slands, as at 3lst March, 1876,
are—

Little Rat Island .. ... ... 5
Rat Island ... ... .. . 9
North Island .. ... ... ... 15
Big Pigeon Island ... ... 9

Total 38

These communities of students are
not schoels. There are no schools
on the Islands. The Education
Department’s W.A. Correspond-
ence School has different arrange-
ments with each community. Each

23.

24,

25.
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community of students receives
reading materials, rods, pads, pen-
cils and study papers in a range
of subjects.

Each community has notified the
Correspondence School of the pre-
sence of a qualified supervisor. On
Rat Island the supervisor forwards
student study papers to Perth for
marking at the Correspondence
School. The other communlty
supervisors mark the study papers
themselves.

and (4) No officer of the Educa-
tion Department has visited these
islands in recent years in an
offictal capaeity.

FISHERIES
West Wallaby Island: Huts

CARR, to the Minister for

Fisheries and Wildlife:

Mr
ing

Mr
ing

With regard to his department's
policy of not allowing new fisher-
men’s huts to be built on West
Wallaby Island and of requiring
existing huts to be demolished
when a fisherman sells his licence,
does this latter provision apply in
the case of a fisherman handing
his licence down to his son?

P. V. JONES replied:
Yes.,

JOHN WILLCOCK
HIGH SCHOOL

Status After 1977

CARR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Education:

Is it intended that John Willeock
High School will proceed directly
to senior high school status, by
accepting year 11 students in 1978
and year 12 students in 1979, or is
it intended to remain as a three
year high school for some years
after 19779

GRAYDEN replied:

No decision has been made., This
matter will be considered during
1977,

EDUCATION )
Pre-primary Centres: List

CARR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Education:
With reference to his answer to
question 55 of 1lst April, which of
the schools listed were new schools
built at the same time as their
pre-primary centres, and which
were constructed prior to their
pre-primary centres?
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Mr GRAYDEN replled: (2) Sixteen as follows—
(a) Those built in conjunction (a)} Pilbara and Kimberley—2.
with new schools were— (b) Geraldton and Midlands—2.
gllenl.{swood: (c) Central and Murchison—2,
roskman;

Burrendah; (d) Eastern Goldfields—1.
Dudiey Park: (e} Upper Great Southern—I1.
Karratha,; ’ (f) South West—6
Phoenix; (g)

South Thornlie.

(b All the rest were huilt sub-
sequent to the opening of the
primary school.

EDUCATION
Guidance Officer: Geraldion

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it a fact that the guidance
officer who was transferred from
the Geraldton area at the end of
1975 has not been replaced?

Is it a fact that in his stead the
department 1s sending pguidance
officers from the metropolitan area
to Geraldton on a basis of two
weeks per term, or some such tem-
porary arrangement?

GRAYDEN replied:

The guidance officer was not
transferred but applied for an ad-
vertised vacancy to which he was
entitled. This vacancy was in a
country district where there was
no guldance officer.

Services are being provided from
the metropolitan area while g
suitable appointee is being sought.

(2)

Mr
1)

(2)

EDUCATION

Guidance Officers: Number and
Location

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

(1) How many guidance officers are
employed by the Education De-
partment?

How many of these guldance offi-
cers are located Iin the country
and where are they located?

What is the desired ratio of guid-
ance officers to students?

How many students are involved
in the area covered by the guidance
officer who was stationed iIn
Geraldton last year?

How many children are invelved
in the area which would be served
if & guidance officer was stationed
in Ealgoorlie?

2)

3}

“4)

{5)

GRAYDEN replied:
The equivalent of 132 full time
guidance officers are employed.

Mr
n

28.

29,

Lower Great Southern—-2,
Appointments are dependent upon
need not on a statistical ratio.

Geraldton:
Government—=§g 351,
non-government—2 441,

Goldfields:

Government—T 783.
Non-government—1 083.

3

€))

5)

EDUCATION
Guidance Officers: Appoiniments
Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

{1) How many guidance officer posi-
tions did the department advertise
for the 1976 school year?

Were all of the positions adver-
tised filled?

Were there any applicants for

guidance officer positions who

were not appointed?

If the answer to (3) is “Yes"—

{(a) how many were not appointed;

(b) how many of those were ade-
quately qualified for appoint-
ment;

(¢) why were they not appointed
in view of the need?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1> All 94 promoticnal positions were
advertised. In addition, an un-
specified number of counselling
assistant positions were adver-
tised.

No.
No qualified applicant was refused.
Not applicable.

2)

3

(Y

(2)
(&))]
4)

HOUSING
Geraldton: Hot Waler Systems

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Hous-

ing:

(1) What stage has the State Housing
Commission reached in Geraldton
with its programme %o upgrade
1ts existing houses, with particular
reference to provision of hot water
systems?

How many SHC homes in Gerald-
ton are still without a hot water
system?

(2)
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P. V. JONES replied:

The upgrading programme pro-
vides, amongst other items, for
the instasllation of hot water
systems to those dwellings with-
out such a provision.

Of the 412 gdwellings identified
for upgrading, 90 units have been
contracted for the work and a
further 23 dwellings are scheduled
for tendering in August 1976.

Some 170 dwellings have yet to be
provided with a hot water system.

EDUCATION

Control

CARR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Education:
What contral does the Education
Department hold over the estab-
lishment of small new private
schools?

What steps to gain approval
should be taken by a person wish-
ing to establish a small private
school?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

1)

2y

ing:
(1)

2)

(&)

The control the Education Depart-
ment has over private schools is
detailed in sections 32-34 of the
Education Act.

Any person may estapblish a pri-
vate schcol but in order to have
the school classified as “Efficient”
must comply with Section 32A (1)
of the Education Act which
states—
The proprietor, headmaster or
principal teacher of any school
which provides instruction up to
and including the final year of
secondary education, shall ap-
ply to the Minister, within one
month . .. of ... the establish-
ment of the school, to have the
school reglstered in the register
of efficient schools kRept in the
Education Department for the
purpose,

HOUSING
Limitations on Purchase

CARR, to the Minister for Hous-

What limitations are placed on
State Housing Commission tenants
purchasing their home?

Do any restrictions prevent s
widow SHC tenant from purchas-
ing her home?

If “Yes” how does he justify this
situation?

32.

33.
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) to (3) Generally the tenant-in-

occupation does not have any
automatic right to purchase, but
the commission is prepared to
consider any application; provided
the proposed sale is not for spe-
culative purposes, the area is not
marked down for re-development,
the home 1s to be used for
maximum family advantage and
the rental pool is not unduly af-
fected by the sale, it will be
allowed to proceed.

In addition the commission in-
sists the tenant has an acceptable
paying history and that the In-
come situation indicates an ability
to Teet the purchase commit-
ment.

Duplex units and other multi unit
type of housing are not avalilable
for sale to tenants-in-occupation.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Prices in Kimberley and the
North-west

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:

With reference to the index of
retail prices of food in certain
localities, a copy of which was
tabled by him in connection with
his answer to question 65 of 8th
May, 1975—

(a) are more recent figures avail-
able;

(h) if so, will he please provide
them?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(a) Yes. The Commonwealth Bu-
reau of Statistics usually
releases the results of each
current year's survey early in
October of that year.

A copy of the 1976 figures is
not yet available but the 1975
figures are submiftted for
tabling.

(b}

Thé paper was tabled (see paper No.

HOSPITALS
Nurses: Training

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:

Is a girl seeking to do nursing
training only able to apply for
acceptance at one hospitai at a
time, or is she able to apply simul-
taneously for admittance to several
hospitals and then decide from
the replies which hospital she will
train at?
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RIDGE replled;

There is freedom of choice for
applicants who chose to enter
general training to apply simul-
taneously to all the general train-
ing schools if they so wish.

LAND
Coustal Area: Geraldion

CARR, to the Minister for Lands:

Is his department responsible for
the land lying between Willcock
Drive and the sea at Point Moore,
Geraldton?

If not, can he advise who is res-
ponsible?

If “Yes” to (1), what actlon s
contemplated to halt the continu-
ing coastal erosion along this
streteh of coastline?

RIDGE replied:

Yes. The area between low water
mark and high water mark is
Crown land and between high
water mark and Willcock Drive
is portion of unvested Class “A”
Reserve No. 2582 “Esplanade and
Recreation”,

Answered by (1),

The department has not become
aware of the situation reported by
the Member but will institute in-
quirles with a view to referring
the problem to the Government’s
committee on coastal erasion.

EDUCATION
Television Seils: Repair

CARR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Education:

Is it a fact that television sets in
schools are repaired when neces-
sary at Eduecation Department
expense?

Is it a fact that television sets in
schoal hostels are not repaired at
Education Department expense,
but must be paid for by the hostel
itself?

If this is a true outllne of the

position—

(a) does the Minister agree that
an anomaly exists;

{b) will the Minister take the
necessary steps to see that
the Education Department
pays for repalrs to hostel
television sets?

GRAYDEN replied:

Yes, televislon sets used for educa-
tional purposes in government
schools are covered by a mainten-
ance contract taken out annually
by the Education Department.
Yes.

36.

37.

@

(a) and (b) No. The television
sets provided at hostels are essen-
tially for the recreation of the
boarders at the hostels, Since
these television sets do not form
part of the school curriculum of
the boarders the request cannot
be acceded to.

EDUCATION

Sports Grounds: Maintenance

Mr
ing

(8D

@
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(4)

(5)

6)

N

and Development

CARR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Education:

What assistance does the Educa-
tion Department provide to estab-
lished schools to help with the
maintenance and further develop-
ment of their grounds and ovals?

» GRAYDEN replied:

The department provides appro-
priate gardening staft.

Fertiliser, tools and lawn mowers
are supplied.

A lawn mowing service is provided
in the metropolitan area and con-
tractors are ehgaged in some
country schools.

Ovals are top dressed and levelled
where necessary and as funds be-
come available,

There is also d=partmental super-
visory staff available for advice to
schools.

Arrangements are made with the
landscape section of the Public
Woaorks Department to prepare
school landscape plans. ‘This ser-
vice is dependent on the avail-
ability of staff in the landscape
section.

A dollar for dollar subsidy is avail-
able for approved ground develop-
ment projects in primary schools
and district high schools,

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Wool-tops Plani

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Industrial
Development:

1)

2)

3)

Mr
1)

Following his return from overseas
has he recelved any representa-
tions from overseas companies
seeking to establish an integrated
wool-tops plant in Western Aus-
tralia?

If not, what is the present position
regarding the possible establish-
ment of such an industry in this
State?

Wil he detall the incentlves
which were offered to overseas
companies to became established
in Western Australia?

MENSAROS replied:

and (2) Discussions on the estab-
lishment of wool-tops plants in
Western Australia have been held
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hetween representatives of over-
seas companies and the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development in
recent weeks. These emanated
from my meetings with major
wool-tops producers during my
visit to Europe.

Overseas companies were informed
that the Government would give
its full backing %o proposals to
expand the wool-processing In-
dustry in Western Australia. The
nature of any assistance would be
largely dependent on the specific
needs and cirecumstances of each
individual proposal.

GOLDMINING
Financial Assistance and
Guaraniees
Mr MAY, to the Premier:

{1) Will he advise details of direet fin-
ancial aid and guarantees ex-
tended to individual goldmining
companies In the Eastern Gold-
flelds during the Government's
present term of office?

Will he advise detalls of direct
financial aid and guarantees ex-
tended to Hill 50 at Mt. Magnet
during the Government’s present
term of office?

What portion of the guaranfees
extended to Hill 50 has been
utilised and what is the Govern-
ment’s present direct financial
commitment?

Mr O’'Neil {for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

(1) The State Government provided a
loan of §441600 to Kalgoorlie
Lake View to support the reten-
tion of employees engaged on
initial development work under-
ground at the Fimiston leases.

A guarantee to support Hill 50
development work at Mt. Magnet
during a 10-week perlod while
awaiting a Commonwealth deci-
sion on financial aid to the In-
dustry.

Final fizures are being audited but
the guarantee was for a maximum
sum of $300 000, of which approx-
imately $250000 has been com-
mitted.

)

2

3

)

@)

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Goldfields Area

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Puel and
Energy:

{1) Has any firm decision been made
on the future power supplies for
the goldfields and for Kalgoorlie
in particuiar?

If so, will he advise particulars of
the discussions between the com-
ngligsion and the Kalgoorlie Coun-
¢il?

2)

40.

41,

42.
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(3) When can a declslon be expected
regarding the possibility of con-
structing a major transmission
line from the main SEC system
to the Kalgoorlie area?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
{1) No.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) The transmission Hne proposal is
under revlew and the declsion is
dependent on the realisation of
plans of the various mining com-
panies in the area,

SOLAR ENERGY
Research: Subgidies

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Agricul-

ture:
As promised by his party in elec-
tion speeches for the 1974 State
elections, what action has been
taken to provide Government sub-
sidies for companies doing re-
search and development on the
use of solar energy?

Mr OLD replied:

The whole question of solar Te-
search 1s currently under review
by the State Energy Commission.
A special committee of thelr
Energy Advisory Councll is also
being set up to study the matter
and contribute to the study.
The Government will make a deci-
sion on financial assistance for
research when the present study is
complete.

GAS
Fremantle Area: Price

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and

Energy:

(1) Has any progress been achieved in
resolving the gas prices being pald
by consumers in the Fremantle
area?

If not, will he advise if the com-
misslon intends {0 resume nego-
tiatlons with the Fremantle Gas
& Coke Company regarding the
acquisition of that company?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) No.

(2) Acquisition of the Fremantle Gas

& Coke Company is not being con-
templated at this time,

MINING
Winding Operations: Signals Code
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Mines:
(1) Has the matter of a uniform code

of signals for winding operations
in mine shafts been resolved?

(2) If not, will he advise the organisa-
tlons opposed to the proposal?
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(3) When is jt anticipated the neces-

sary regulations will be tabled in
Parliament?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) and (2) As yet, complete agree-
ment on a new uniform code of
signals has not been reached but
negotiations are continuing with
the Chamber of Mines of Western
Australia (Incorporated), the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Unlon, Westra-
lian Branch—Mining Division, and
the Pederated Engine Drivers and
Firemens' Union of Workers of
Waestern Australia.

The new regulations under the
Mines Regulation Act, 1946, were
promulgated in the Government
Gazette of the 1st April, 1976, and
I understand the Crown Law De-
partment is taking action to have
the regulations tabled without
delay. In fact, they have been
tabled today.

SOLAR ENERGY
Laboratory

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and

Energy:

(1) Has a feasibillty study been con-
ducted with a view to establishing
a solar energy lahoratory in West-
ern Australia?

If so, did the study report favour-
ably cn the esiablishment of such
a laboratory?

Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to take early action to estab-
lish the laboratory?

Would he indicate the possible
location of the laboratory?

MENSAROS replied:

The State Energy Commission re-
tained Merz & McLellan and
Partners to prepare a design pro-
posal for a solar energy labora-
tory.

The report was not of a nature
which made recommendations but
rather assessed the implcations
and costs involved in such an
undertaking.

The overall policy relating to solar
research in Western Australia is
currently being examined by the
State Energy Commission and a
committee of the Energy Advisory
Council is in process of being set
up to assist in this assessment.

The location of any laboratory
facilities which may ultimately be
recommended has not yet been
resolved and would be part of the
study referred to in (3).

)

(2)

)

4)

1)

(2)

(3}

(4)

This question was posiponed.

45.

48.

47,

SCHOOLS

South Kalgoorlie: Sports Ground
Reticulation

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
igpresenting the Minister for Educa-
ion:

Will the Minister give me an as-
surance that the project of piping
treated sewerage effluent to water
the recreation site to be shared
by the four schools in the South
Kalgoorlie area, will be accorded a
hlgh priority in the 1976-77 works
programme?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

The matter of establishment of a
grassed recreation ground in this
area is still under consideration,
Sources of funding are also being
explored, The Education Depart-
ment cannot guarantee this pro-
ject in the 1976-77 financial year
as priority must be given to the
erection of new classroom ac-
commodation to house increasing
enrolments,

KALGOORLIE HIGH SCHOOL
Stage IV

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
ﬁepresenting the Minister for Educa-

on:
(1) What priority has been accorded
the commencement of stage IV of

the n=w senior high school at Kal-
goorlie?

When Is It expected stage IV wili
commence and what would be the
expected combpletion date?

GRAYDEN replied:

and (2) No decislon on the builld-
ing of stage 4 of the Eastern Gold-
fields Senior High School has yet
been made. Until the full extent
of the loan funds available to the
Education Department becomes
known later this year no firm in-
dication of this job can be given.

Mr
(1)

EDUCATION
Guidanee Officers: Kalgoorlie

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) What c:iteria, including popula-
tion of a glven area, arve adcpted
for the appointment of one guid-
ance officer?

Should not a centre such as Kal-
goorlie and its environs be served
by at least two such officers?

Why has there been no appoint-
ment of any guldance officers to
Eastern Goldfields Senior High
School this year?

2)

3
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What steps will the Minister take
to alleviate the situation for the
balance of this year and to ensure
full staffing next year of a full-
time distriet guidance officer, a
full-time guidance officer attached
to the senior high school, and a
full-time social worker?

GRAYDEN replied:

Guidance officers are appointed to
high schools, to distriet offices and
to head office speciallst sections.
Such appointments are dependent
upon need rather than on g statis-
tical ratio,

Yes.
No applications were received for
the advertised positions.

Teams from the metropolitan area
will attempt to provide a service
but this is less satisfactory than
having resident officers. Vacan-
cies will be advertised during 1976
for 19717,

TRAFFIC OFFENCES
Devices for Apprehension
JAMIESON, to the Minister for

Traffic:

1

@

)

4

How many varietfes of electronic
or electrically powered devices are
used by the Road Traffic Auth-
ority in apprehending traffic of-
fenders?

Which of these devices are gov-
erned by regulations as to thelr
use?
Which of the devices are subject
to departmental rules as to their
use?

Would he table a copy of the re-

gulations or departmental rules
governing the use of each device?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(§9)

(2}

3}

4)

(a) Radar—two types: JF 100
Speed gun and Digital Dopler
speed gun, Model S5.

{(b) Amphometer: Automobile-
miles-per-hour ometer.

(¢) Breathalyser: Smith & Wes-
son, Models 900 and 900(A),

The breathalyser by virtue of the

Road Traffic (Breath Analysis)

Regulations, 1975.

Radar, amphometer and breatha-

lyser,

Yes.

(1) Road Traffic (Breath Analy-
sis) Regulations, 1975.

(ii) Instructions on use of ampho-
meter.

(i) Manual for electro-matic
radar speed meter,

(v} Instructions and use of JF 100
Speedzun,

(v) Speedgun, concept — tactics
and tralning.

(vl) Instructions on use of ampho-
meter.

{vil) lzj'eathalyser operators’ man-
ual.

fsh'ﬁ paper was tabled (see paper No.

49, WESFARMERS
Harratha Store: Monopoly

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for the
North-West:

(1) Have Wesfarmers a monopoly
concesslon as to the sale of gro-
ceries, etc., at its Karratha store?

(2) If not, would the Government give
consideration to the provision of
a site to any other firm desiring
to set up In apposition to Wes-
farmers?

{3) What are the terms and conces-
sions applying to the Wesfarmers
establishment at Karratha?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) to (3) The terms and concesslons
applying to the development of a
staged shopping centre complex at
Karratha by Wesfarmers are set
out in an agreement negotiated
between the State and the com-
pany which was executed in June,
1972,

The agreement stemmed from
negotiations with the company
which was the only firm applicant
when the shopping centre site was
advertised throughout Australia.

The company immediately pro-
vides temporary shopping facliii-
ties In Karratha and has since
proceeded with staged develop-
ment of the permanent shopping
centre. Currently the company is
well in advance of the develop-
ment conditions provided by the
agreement—a copy of which is
made available to the member.

Attention is drawn to clause 6 of
the conditions of the agreement,
page 8, and the slgnatory thereto.

50. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Coastal Areas: Protection
Policy

Mr A. R, TONKTN, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment:
Will he table a copy of the En-
vironmental Protection Authority’s
draft policy on the protection of
the coast?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:

Yes. However, the member should
note that the title of the docu-
ment is actually “Preliminary
Working Draft of Guidelines for
an Environmental Policy on the
Coastal Zones in Western Austra-
lia.".tI seek leave to table the docu-
ment.

The document was tabled (see paper
No. 158).

MINING
State Forests: Kirup-Grimwade

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister for
Mines:
With respect to the application for
8 mining tenement in the State
forest between Kirup and Grim-
wade:
(1) What 15 the mineral for which
a clalm is made?

(2} What is the present status of
the application?

MENSAROS replied:

It is presumed the member 1is
referring to applications by Value-
mets Pty. Ltd. and others.

The minerals applied for are:
Ilmenite, monsazite, rutile, zircon,
xenotime, leucoxene, kaolin, nickel,
copper, silver, zine, tin, tantalite
ecobalt, chromium, platinum, os-

1)

mium, asbestos, tale and rare
earth,
(2) The applications are under con-
sideration.
MINING

State Forests: Kirup-Grimwade

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Forests:
With respect to the application for
a mining tenement in the Btate
forest between Kirup and Grim-
wade, what part of the area re-
ferred to above is in the proposed
quarantine area?

Mr RIDGE replied:

Assuming the question relates to
claims 70/14170, 70714171, 70/
14173, 70/14222, 70/142%8, 770/
15600 and T0/15601 appilied for by
Valuemets Pty. Ltd. and others,
the answer is—

Claims 70/17173, 70/14222, 70/
14278, 70/15600, 70/15601 lie
entirely within the area pro-
claimed on the 16ih January,
1976, as a forest disease risk
area.

Approximately 109, of mineral
claim 70/14170 and approxi-
mately 90% of 70/14171 fall
within the forest disease risk
area.

53,

54,

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
Public Reports: Supply
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1> Will he instruct all Ministers in
Government departments to pro-
vide as a matter of courtesy, the
Leader of the Opposition with
copies of public reports such as
the Scott report and the steel con-
sortium report?
Is he aware of the Opnpesition's
proper and constructive rele in the
community being hampered by the
fact that such reports are not sent
to it at a time when Govern-
ment departments and the Press
have access to them?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

(1) I understand that the normal

practice with reports which are re-
leased to the general public is for
a copy to be sent to the Leader of
the Oppesition and, where appro-
priate, a copy to the Parliamen-
tary Library, as well as to the
Public Library.
However, there are cases where
the limited number of copies does
not make this practicable, and
this could easily be the case with
& dacument of a highly technical
nature,

As g general rule, I have asked
Ministers—as well as my own de-
partment—to send a copy to the
Leader of the Opposition where
documents are being released and
it is considered that they may be
of some interest to him.

Having served two periods in Op-
position, and a substantial period
as Leader of the Opposition, I do
not need to be reminded by the
member about the role of the Op-
position, and I would claim that
the co-operation and courtesies
extended to the present Opposition
are at least equal to, if not better
than, the courtesies extended to
Oppositions in the past.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Off-road Vehicles: Seminar

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Was there a seminar on off-road
vehicles crganised for last Satur-
day by the Department of Con-
servation and the Environment?
If so, why was there a very late
notification to the Conservation
Council of Western Australia and
other environmental organisa-
tions?

Does he realise that thz lateness
of the notice prevented proper
representation of environmental
bodies at the seminar?

(2)

2)

¢

3
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:

188
(2)

(3

Yes.

My department records indicate
that a total of 271 pamphlet noti-
fications were posted on March 18
to selected organisations including
68 conservatlon groups throughout
the State.

I am aware of complaints by cer-
tain conservation groups concern-
ing a lack of notification although
telephone conversations today
confirmed that notification had
been received hy some of the
groups on this list.

I am unable to explain why some
groups appear not to have bheen
notified in time since there has
been no previous experlence of
this type.

In addition, I would draw the
member’s attention to the fact
that notice of this seminar was
given In The West Ausiralian on
Monday, 22nd March, and Wed-
nesday, 31st March, 1976.
Answered by (2).

This question was postponed.

TOWN PLANNING

Maniimup-Bunbury Coasial Area

Mr
for

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Urban Development and Town

Planning—

1)

2)
(3

(4)
(5}

Has the study been concluded into
the Manjimup-Bunbury coastal
area in relation to the following
aspects:
landscape classification
assessment;
surveys of Western Australian
holiday hsbits;
aerial surveys of water fowl
habits;
sediment analysis of Peel and
Harvey Inlets;
ldentification and classification
of underground caves;
feasibillty studies of various
forms of holiday accommoda-
tion?

If so, will he table the report?

If not, when is it expected the
report will be completed and will
it be avallable for public scrutiny
at that time?

Who carried out the studies?
How were the studies funded?

and

Mr RUSHTON replied:

1)

My replles relate to the Man-
durah-Bunbury study to which I
assume the member refers. This
study has heen completed but I
would point out that the aspects

2)

3

(4)

(5)
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referred to in the question are
only six out of a total of 25 sub-
jects of research which con-
stituted the whole study.

Yes, when I am in a position ¢
do so.

It is hoped to complete drafting
and editing of the report and the
preparation of maps by the end
of next week. The report wil
then be sent to the Government
Printer with the request that it
be given high priority. At this
stage I cannot say when printing
will be completed. It Is a specific
objective of this study that the
report be publicly avallable for
discussion and comment.

The studles referred to hy the
member in (1) were conducted as
follows—
Landscape:
Michale
Architects;
Hollday  Habltats: Ms C.
Bayley-Jones, Murdoch Univer-
sity;
Waterfowl: Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife;
Sediments: Department of Geo-
logy, University of W.A.;
Caves: W.A. Speleological Re-
search Group;
Hollday Accommeodation: Urban
Systems Corporation;
Research on the other aspects
was conducted by—
Town Planning Department.
Lands and Surveys Depart-

and
Landscape

Pamela
Tooby,

ment.

Publlc Works Department
(Harbours and Rivers
Branch).

Mines Department (Geo-
logical Survey).

CSIR.O.

Department of Agriculture
(Soil Conservation and
Erosion).

National Parks Board.
State Taxation Department.
Main Roads Department,
Forests Department.

Department of Industrial
Development,

Community Recreation
Council.

Museum,

Army.

The Shires of Mandurak,
Murray, Warcona and

Harvey.

By a grant of $25000 to the
Shire of Mandurah under the
National Estate programme.
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CONSERVATION
Commonwealth Allocations

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

Adverting to question 48 of 25th

March, 19756—

(1) What share did Western Aus-
tralia receive from the Aus-
trallan Government of its
total assistance to the States
of $9 million for nature con-
servation purposes?

To what uses was this money
put?

What proportion did Western
Australia receive of the
$500 000 which was provided
for assistance to the States for
soil conservation?

(4) To what uses was this money
put?

P. V. JONES replied:

and (2) No money has as yet
been received by the State Gov-
ernment, but I understand the
Western Australian share will be
$35 000 which will be used for the
purchase of Wellington Location
3910 for the purpose of nature
conservation.

and @) I have been advised by
the Department of Agriculture
that $40000 was recelved and
used to purchase surveying and
mapping equipment and specla-
lsed vehicles,

(2)

(&)

Mr
(45

)

COCKBURN SOUND
Oil Pollution

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Works:

Is there an oil pollution watch
organised for Cockburn Sound?

If so, what form does it take?
Which body carries out the watch?

Is it intended that any changes
will be made to the present ar-
rangements or have any changes
aecurred in the pest few months?

O'NEIL replied:
Yes.

Continuous survelllance is main-
talned by Fremantle Port Auth-
ority duty superintendents at the
oll refinery berth.

The port inspector makes routine
checks of the beaches.

The port fire service maintains a
watch on ships.

Pllots who are continually taking
ships from Gage Road to Cock-
burn Sound or vice versa report
any breaches of port regulations.

for
1)

2
&)
4

Mr
1)

@)

59,

60.

Local government shire rangers
llaise with port personnel in en-
forcing pert regulations.

Alrline pllots of Civll Flying Ser-
vices flying to Rottnest Island re-
port the presence of ofl slicks, as
does the pllot of Bell Brothers
new hellcopter service.

Voluntary reports are recelved
from boat owners and other
private persons using the sound.

(3) The Fremantle Port Authority
and the Indusiries located on
Cockburn Sound together with
other partles referred to in (2)
above,

(4) No.

AUSTRALIAN JOURNALISTS’

ABSOCIATION
Complaints

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) Has he caused any complaint
to be brought before the judicial
committee of the Australian Jour-
nalists’ Association?

(2) If “Yes” was the complaint
written form?
(3) If “Yes” was the correspondence

on Premier's Department sta-
tionery?

Mr ONell (for
COURT) replied:

(1) to (3) See answer to question 65
on Wednesday, 31st March, 1976.

in

Sir CHARLES

BUILDING BLOCKS
Availability

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for

Urban Development and Town Plan-

ning:
In view of his oft-repeated claim
that the present Government was
forced to provoke a supply of ser-
viced residential building blocks to
overcome a shortfall caused by the
fallure of the previous Tonkin
Government to ensure an adequate
supply of blocks, wiil he comment
on official MRPA figures which
show that from June 1973 until
June 1974, 10622 serviced blocks
were approved for sale while from
June 1974 until June 1975, only
8(;"7% blocks were approved for
sale?

RUSHTON replied:

The terms In which the member’s
questlon is asked are Incorrect.
However, figures available to me
indicated an erosion of the stocks
of urhan lots by 8 000 during the
t;erm of the Tonkin administra-
tion.
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PORT OF FREMANTLE

Charges for Services:
Captain Adams

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) Did he ever issue instructions,
written or oral, direct or indirect
to former Fremantle Harbour-
master Adams regarding lower
than normal rates to be charged
for any service which was the
ultimate responsibility of Captain
Adams?

If “Yes” will he please list full
details of any direction as re-
ferred to above?

Mr O'Neil (for
COURTY replied:

(1) and (2) The import of the ques-
tions is not understood.

@

Sir CHARLES

POLICE

Constable R. J. K. Smith:
Resignation

Mr B, T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Palice:

What were the circumstances of
the resignation from the Police
Force of Constable R. J. K, Smith
41507

O'CONNOR replied:

Constable R. J. K. Smith, No.
4150, submitied his resignation
while on annual! leave. It was re-
celved through the post on
January 19, 1976 and took effect,
February 16, 1976.

While the reslgnation contained
no reasons for his actlons it Is
belleved that the constable re-
signed with the intention of re-
turning to farming.

Mr

TRAFFIC

Fatal Accldent: Willlam
Joseph McWilliam

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Mlnister for
Traffic:

(1) Did the circumstances of the
traffic accident in which William
Joseph McWilllam was Kkilled on
22nd March, 1975, indicate that a
charge of manslaughter could be
sustained against any motorist
involved?

X “Yes” why was such a charge
not preferred forthwith?

If “Ne¢” was the lack of any basis
for such a charge related to in-
efficlent Investigation by any police
officer?

If there was Inefficlency as refer-
red to above will he please detail
1ts nature?

(2>

(3)

(4)

64.

65.

66.
67,
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) No. This matter is sub judice.
(2) Answered by (1).

(3) No.

(4) Answered by (3).

POLICE
John Leonard For:
Warrant of Arrest
Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:
Will he list the steps taken to
Iocate John Leonard Fox for whose
arrest & warrant has been issued?
Mr O°CONNOR replied:

A warrant of apprehension and
commitment has been obtalned
from the City Coroner for the
arrest of John Leonard Fox as &
“Speclal Enguiry” for his where-
abouts gazetted in Police Gazelle
No, § of 1976 which is circulated
to all States In Australia and New
Zealand,

Constderable inquirfes have been
made In thls State and the par-
ents Iinterviewed In South Aus-
tralla but his present whereabouts
are unknown to them.

Inquirles are continuing.

BUILDING BLOCKS
Dianella: Sale

Mr BARNETT. to the Minister for
Housing:

(1) In how many instances has the
State Housing Commission sold
land in Seymour Street, Dianella,
by private treaty to people who
have requested to purchase land?

(2) Wil he list—

{a) the area of land sold;
(b) the price of land sold;

t¢c) the person/s to whom land
was sold,

i(x} each Instance referred to 1ir
)9

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
{1) Three.

(2) (a) Parcels of 728m?2 883m® anu
728m?,

(b) and (¢) I refer the member
to answer given to question
No. 80 on 31st March, 1976.

This question was posiponed,

TOWN PLANNING
Zoning Avpeal: M. and R. Kessell

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Local Government:

(1) Did he uphold an appeal against

the refusal by the Stirling Clty
Council to grant an application



356

68.

69.

[ASSEMBLY]

for AA zZoning use in a residential
area by Drs M. and R. Kessell?

If “Yes” will he please detail the
reasons for this decision?

(3) Is it true that the decision was
made against the advice of the
Minister's department?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) My decision was subject to the
provision of ten parking spaces
for patients in accordance with
the City of Stiriing’s district town
planning scheme, I have indicated
to the appellant that I am only
prepared to allow the surgery use,
provided there is no reasonable
likelihcod of parking by patients
taking place in Seymour Street.

(3) Yes.

2)

MENTAL HEALTH

Kareeba Nursing Home: Transfer
of Patients

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) How many residents were trans-
ferred from the Kareeba Nursing
Home as a resuit of his Govern-
ment’s decision to purchase the
nursing home for use in housing
the profoundly retarded?

Has the Government monitored
in any way the health of each of
the residents transferred from
Kareeba?

If not, why not?

If “Yes” to (2), will he provide
details?

If “No" to (2), will he undertake
to provide the information?

Mr O'Nell (for Sir CHARLES COURT)

repled:

(1) to (5) As the residents were pri-
vate patients of the matron of the
hospital, and arrangements for
transfer to other accommodation
were made by the matron, the in-
formation I3 not available. No
complaints have been recelved
from any source that the patients
were hot accommodated satisiac-
torily.

2y

3)
4)

5

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION

Management Fee: Purchasers
Affected

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1) Is the State Houslng Commission’s
management fee being imposed
only on purchasers whose homes
were not constructed with funds
made available under the 1973
agreement?

70.

71,

(2) Is it being applied to every pur-
chaser in this category?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) and (2) The application of the
management fee is not determined
solely or primarlly by the source
gf fitnance for the purchase con-
ract.

Regulation 24A provides that all
persons assisted to purchase are
subject to the fee.

An Executive Counecil minute ex-
empts from the management fee
persons assisted to purchase new
dwellings since 1st January, 1974.

For administrative purposes a new
dwelling is taken as one completed
with keys available for handover
to the purchaser.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES
School Sites for Community
Facilities
Mr B. T. BURKE, toc the Minister
{fpresenting the Minister for Educa-
on:
Will the Minister undertake to
immediately investigate the possi-
bility of facilitating investment by
local authorities in schools sites
with a view to providing urgently
needed community facllities?

GRAYDEN replied:

The Minister for Education has
already formed a committee which
includes local government repre-
sentatives to consider the in-
creased use of schools by the com-
munity for recreational and pas-
sive purposes. The guestion of fin-
ancial involvement by local gov-
ernment will be consldered in the
light of the committee's recom-
mendations.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES

School Sites for Community
Facilities

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for

Local Government:
will he undertake to immediately
investigate the possibility of faci-
ltating investment by local auth-
orltles in schools sites with a view
to providing urgently needed
community facilities?

Mr RUSHTON replled:

The Minister for Education has
already formed a committee which
includes local government repre-
sentatives, to consider the in-
creased use of schools by the com-
munity for recreational and pas-
sive purpbses.
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The question of financial involve-
ment by local government will be
considered in the light of the
committee’s recommendations,

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Housing: Defective Plaster

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

1)

2)

&)

4)

(5}

(6)

N

(8)

9

(10}

(11)

(12}

Is he aware of a situation in which
defective plaster is causing ex-
treme concern to hundreds of
home owners?

Will he list each and every step
taken by the Government to over-
come the problem?

How many instances of defective
plaster have been drawn to the at-
tention of the Consumer Affairs
Bureau?

Will he provide full details of each
instance referred to in (3}, includ-
ing the date on which each In-
stahce was drawn to the bureau’s
notice, the advice given and the
date on which it was given, the
number of oceasions on which the
bureau advised a complainant to
contact the Bullders' Registration
Board, the date and action taken
by the board In each case?

Is the Consumer Affalrs Bureau
advising the application of a cer-
tain solution to walls with defec-
tive plaster?

If “Yes” what 1s the nature of this
solution?

Who was responsible for instigat-
ing the development of this solu-
tion?

Will he provide a detailed assess-
ment of the worth of this solu-
tion in helping to overcome defec-
tive plaster?

Is he aware that at least one
major home bullding firm is is-
suing subcontract plasterers
with a standard form on which
they advise subconfractors to
obtain the signature of owners of
homes with defective plaster work
and which states that the home
building firm is holding the sub-
contractor responsible for the de-
fective work?

Does this practice conform with
Government policy as expressed
through the Consumer Affairs
Bureau?

If not, in what regard does the
practice not conform?

What steps have been taken to
combat the distribution of forms
referred to above?

(§ %))

(14)

(15

(16}

{1n

18)

19y

(20)

2D

(22)

(23)

367

Is he aware of a legal action for
damages naming Ready Lime
Pty. Ltd as one of the parties?

If “Yes” will he give full details
of this action including the date
ont which it is listed for hearing?

Have any steps been taken by the
Government to ensure that this
action is heard as quickly as pos-
sible to allow liability to be deter-
mined as quickly as possible?

Is he aware that the Master
Plasterers  Association belleves
that the only certain way of re-
medying the defective plaster is
by stripping and replastering
walls?

What is the estimated cost of car-
rying out this stripping and re-
plastering process?

What is the estimated cost of rec-
tifying defective plaster work
using the process recemmended
by the Consumer Affairs Bureau,
?rle‘fumlng this process 1s success~
ul?

Who will be responsible for the
cost of the involvement in this
situation of the Consumer Affajrs
Bureau and other Government and
semi-Government authorities?

How and when did this defectlve
plaster come to the attention of
the Consumer Affairs Bureau?

Was there any reluctance on the
part of any person, company,
authority or party to participate
iIn any conference or meeting
called or arranged by the Con-
sumer Affairs Bureau?

In view of the comparatively short
time in which the defect becomes
apparent after plaster work is
completed, ¢an he please explain
how the defect is present in
plaster work started and com-
pleted over a period of several
months?

In vlew of the magnitude of this
‘defective plaster work problem’
will the Government consider as-
sisting in the formulation and fin-
ancing of a ‘test case’ to establish
ultimate liability for remedying
defectlve work?

Mr GRAYDEN replied;

(1}

to (23) I am aware of the situation
regarding the defective plaster in
homes which was brought to my
attention by the Bureau of Con-
sumer Affairs as the result of com-
plaints which were lodged.
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In an endeavour to assist all con-
cerned the bureau called together
other authorities and interested
parties to discuss the problem,
possible remedies and the techni-
cal and legal complications in-
volved.

As a result of these discussions
the Government Chemical Labora-
tories have been carrying out ex-
haustive chemical tests to ascer-
taln an economically viable
method of treating those homes
affected.

The question of liability is very
complex and because of legal
action already commenced I am
not prepared to comment on mat-
ters which are sub judice.

The various questions asked by the
member for Balga are of an exten-
sive nature and raise s0 many
legal, technical, chemical issues
and various opinions, that it is
impracticable for staff of the
bureau to be able to spend suffi-
cient time or to have access to full
information to provide appropri-
ate answers.

The situation is under constant
surveillance by the burean which
will do what is possible to ensure
the interests of consumers remain
paramount.

SKELETON WEED

Infestation and Eradication

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

1)

2)

3}

Mr
(1)

How many outbreaks of skelefon
weed have occurred in Western
Australia in each of the past three
years and where were these
located?

What has been the cost of eradica-

tion In each of those three years

to—

(a) the Agriculture
Board;

(b) the landholders concerned?
What is the area of the largest

infestation found and where was
this located?

Protection

OLD replied:

1973-74—-12; Narembeen (9),
Perth (2) and Geraldton (1),
1974-75—13; Miling (3), Perth

(3), Narembeen (2), Moorine Rock
(2), Toodyay (2), and Coolgardie
{

.

1975-76—19; Narembeen 4,
Southern Cross (3), Westonia (3),
Eradu (3}, Coolgardle (2}, Wan-
neroc (1), Pithara (1), Walyunga
(1) and Jandakot (1).

4.

(2) (a) The Skeleton Weed (Eradica-

tion Fund) Act provides for a
levy of $30.00 on growers de-
livering 30 or more tonnes of
grain or seed. Income from
the fund has been—
19'74-75—%285 300,
1975-76-—$267 510.
Expenditure on eradication,
extension and compensation
payments has been—
1974-75—%$240 370,
1975-76 to March 31st—
$155 871.
The fund was not in opera-
tion in 1973-74.
Landholders involved in skele-
ton weed outhreaks are not re-
quired to meet direct eradica-
tlon costs.

(b)

(3) 75 hectares at Naremheen.

STATE FORESTS

Jarrah and Karri: Annual

Growth

Mr H, D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Forests:

(1) Will he detail the precise pro-

2)

cedure by which the annual

growth of—

(a) karri;

(b) jarrah,

is calculated on State forests and
Crown lands?

To what extent and in what ways
have methods of caleulating forest
growth oceurred in the past 30
years and would he give the date
when changes in methods were
adopted?

Mr RIDGE replied:

a

2

)

e

(a) and (b) It is not possible to
provide the member with a mean-
ingful reply t¢ his inquiry in an
answer to a parliamentary ques-
tion. Should he so desire, I shall
be happy to provide him with the
opportunity of pursuing his In-
quiry with the Forests Depart-
ment. However, for his general in-
formation, the annual growth of
jarrah and karri is now calculated
from detailed measurements of
some 209 permanent growth plots
aver periods of up to 16 years, This
data is then applied to statistics
of standing volume by market-
ability classes derived from mea-
surements of some 10000 tempor-
ary plots since 1965.

Prior to 1956 when the first com-
prehensive inventory of the forest
resource was completed, it was not
possible to estimate forest growth
with any accuracy. From then
until 1974 growth estimates were
based on a Dpercentage formula
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derived from applying data ob-
tained from a limited number of
growth plots to stocking levels
derived from revised forest in-
ventory data. With the introduc-
tion of computerisation and the
avallability of improved egrowth
data, the procedure outlined in
gggt (1) above was adopted in
3.

STATE FORESTS

Jarrah and Karri: Annual Cut
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Forests:

(1) What has been the volume of—
(a) jarrah;

(b} karri,

cut from Stfate forests and Crown
land in each o¢f the last ten
years?
vghat has been the annual volume
O —

(a) jarrah growth;

(b) karrl growth,

of timber on State forests and
Crown lands in each of the last
ten years?

How many timber mills were ope-
rative in Western Australia In
each of the past ten years?

RIDGE replied:

The volume cut from State forest
and Crown land in each of the
last 10 years as lsted in the
annual reports of the Forests
Department but reproduced below
for the convenience of the mem-
ber has been as follows—

)

189

(1)

(a) Jarrah (b) Karrl

(Exclusive of Mining Timber,
Firewood, Poles & Piles)
m? m®

1966 884 105 207 019
1967 882 165 180 908
1968 917 339 198 986
1569 812 662 208 160
1970 770 165 230 628
1971 820 093 195 221
1972 734 967 225 141
1973 668 634 256 426
1974 657 367 273 687
1975 699 258 250 803

¢(2) The annual volume of the growth
of timbzr on State forests and
Crown lands Is not known as it Is
not feasible for this to be meas-
ured. In my answer to question
19 on 1Tth October, 1974, I ad-
vised the member:
On present estimates annual
increment of timber through
natural growth in State Forests
only (including sawlog and re-
growth sizes):
(a) Jarrah—355 000 m?
(b) Karri—207 000 m>.

76.

.

78.

359

(3) The number of sawmills registered
for each of the past 10 years
under the Timber Industries Re-
gulation Act 1926-69 as stated in
the annual reports of the Forests
Department and thus presumed to
have been operative in Western
Australia for at least part of the
year concerned, have been as fol-

lows—

Crown Land  Private Property Total
1966 120 a2 202
1967 114 74 188
1968 115 76 191
1969 104 59 163
1970 96 54 150
1971 96 58 154
1992 80 65 145
1973 85 55 140
1974 83 46 129

1976 Figures not yet available,
This question was postponed.

MILK
Quotas: List
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many dalry farmers in West-

ern  Australia hold market-milk
quotas at this time?

(2) Will he list the holders of market-
milk quotas and indicate the lo-
cality of each?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) At 1st April, 1976—540.

(2) I request permission tp table a
list of market-milk quota holders
as it is very extensive.

The list was tabled (see paper No.
158).

DAIRY PRODUCTS
Production, Imporls, and Exports

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) What is the total range of dairy
products produced In Western
Australia?

What Is the quantity of each dalry
product produced and what 1s its
value?

Were any dairy products exported
from Western Australia in the last
two vears, and if so, what mar-
kets were they scld on, and whsat
was the value of these sales?

{a) What dairy products were im-
ported into Western Australia
in each of the past two years
from—

(i) interstate;
(ii) overseas?

(b} What was the value of each
of these imports?

2)

(3)

(4)
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Mr OLD replied:

I request permission to table the
answer.

The answer was tabled (see paper No.
160).

HOUSING
Pensioners: Pemberton

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minisfer for

Housing:

(1) How many inquiries have been
recelved for wvensioner accommo-
dation at Pemberton in ths past
vear?

Does the State Housing Commis-
sion propose to build any accom-
modation suitable for pensioners
in Pemberton, and if s5, how many
units and when is it provosed to
commence construction?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) In 1975, the commission received
a group application seeking assist-
ance for elghteen pensioner units
at Pemberton.

The commission tentatively pro-
grammed for six pensioner units
in the 1975-76 construction pro-
gramme, and also in the 1976-77
programme. Unfortunately, the
programmes had to be withdrawn
as the commission could not ac-
quire suiteble land. Endeavours
are continuing to identify and
acquire sultable land in order to
mount a construction programme
for pensioner units.

WATER SUPPLIES
Pemberton
Mr H, D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Has the survey of the Pemberton
water supply promised for the
1975-76 sumimer been completed?

If “Yes” is it considered that the
existing town water supply 1s satis-
factory, and if not considered
satisfactory, what measures are
proposed to upgrade 14?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) No. Investigations have com-
menced recently and will be con-
tinued during the remainder of
the financial year.

(2) See answer to (1),

&)

(2)

2

MENTAL HEALTH
Kareeba Nursing Home: Use

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
In view of the arrangements made
for the transfer of patients from
Treslllian Hostel, to what use
will Kareeba Hospital, Belmont,
be now put?

B2,

83.

Mr RIDGE replied:

The member is directed to the
answer to question 1, part (5) of
the 1st April, 1976, asked by the
member for Ascot.

HEALTH
“Clanger Malloy” Comic: Tabling

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) Would he arrange to have tabled
a copy of the Health Education

Department’s ‘“Clanger Molloy”
comic for the information of
members?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)

replied:

(1) No. A tabled copy is not for the
information of members only, It
becomes a public document.

It is not a decument the Govern-
ment would like to see in general
public circulation,

The whole question is under re-
view by the minister with the
Health Education Counecil to de-
termine whether a controlled
release in appropriate quarters is
practicable and desirable.

2

EDUCATION

Meniql Defectives: Rockingham
Beach School

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

(1) Further to correspondence be-
tween the Minister and myself
relative to the provision of a
teacher and a classroom for intel-
lectually handicapped children
between the ages of 9 and 12 in-
clusive, Is 1t a fact that a class-
room at Rockingham Beach
Primary School suitable for the
above purpose is currently empty?

Has the department heen ap-
proached by any teachers prepared
to teach such a class?

How many children currently re-
¢lde in the area who could use the
requested class?

Has the Minister made a decision
on whether the class will be pro-
vided?

If "Ves" when will the class be
provided?

If “No” when can I expect a deci-
sion?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) A teacher is available,

(3) A number of children have been
tentatively identified and further
testing will take place.

2

3

4)

(5}

(6)
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(4) Yes.

(5) and (6) It is expected that the
class will begin immediately after
Easter.

TRANSPORT AND
MOTOR VEHICLES
Charges: Increase
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Trans-
port:
By what percentages have the fol-
lowing charges increased in West-
ern Australia since 31st March,
1974—

(a) State Shipping freights;

(b) rail freights;

(¢) eountry train and railway bus
fares;

metropolitan train and bus
fares;

(e) vehicle registration fees;

(f) driver’s licence fees;

(g) vehicle transfer fees;

(h) road permit charges;

(i) WAGR road freights?

0

—

Mr O'CONNOR replied.

(a) 1st July, 1974—30% to all
ports;
1st February, 1876—20% to
W.A, ports;
25% to Darwin.

(b) Gazetted ratl freights 38.06%.
) 175%.

{(d) There has been only one al-
teration to train and bus fares
since March, 1974. This took
place on August 4, 1974 when
the method of fare charging
was radically changed. From
this date, patrons could travel
within a radius of 30kms.
from the GPO for 30c during
any 2 hour period. Outside
the 30km. radius, each 15
kms, rose in 15¢ modules, The
new system had the effect of
increasing fares for shorter
journeys and decreasing those
of longer journeys. Passengers
could transfer from train to
hus and vice versa, bus to
bus, bus to ferry and vice
versa without any further
charge, With the alterations
and the extra concessions
mentioned it is difficult to
estimate an exact fare in-
Crease.

Wilbur Smith and Assoclates
have just completed a study
into “The implications of the
Perth Public Transport Flat
Fare System.” This report

B5.

86.

says inter alia “As a result of
the introduction of the flat
fare, the average fare for the
work trip Increased from 28.1¢
to 2%9.4c, an increase of 4.6%.

(e) An average of 65% including
the $4 recording fee.

(f) 66-2/3%

(g) 50%.

(h) An overall Increase of ap-
proximately 20%.

({1} Gazetted W.A.GR. road
freights 38.06%.

STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE

Comprehensive Vehicle Insurance:

Premium Increase

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

Mr

By what percentage has SGIO
comprehensive vehicle insurance
premiums increased since 31st
March, 1974?

GRAYDEN replled:

The SGIO Is operating in compe-
tion with all other insurance com-
panies and 1ts premjums are
assessed by the management of
the office having regard to condl-
tions prevailing at the time. There
have been varying premium ad-
justments on different types of
vehicles since the 31st March 1974
and these have been made known
to the policy holders who have
the option of insuring with more
than 100 different compandes.

ELECTRICITY SUPFPLIES
AND GAS

Charges: Increase

Mr BRYCE, to the Mlnister for Fuel
and Energy:

By what percentages have the fol-
lowing charges increased since
31st March, 1974—

(a) domestic electricity;

(b) industrial and commercial
electricity;

(¢) natural gas;

(d) manufactured gas?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

As there has been a change in
tarifi structure, in particular in
relation o country areas, it is not
possible to give the answer in per-
centage. I shall, however, send
the relative tariff schedules which
were in force on and from the 31st
March, 1976, to the member.

I think the figure 1976 should be
1974.
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87. PAY-ROLL TAX AND STAMP
DUTY

Increase

Mr BRYCE, {o the Treasurer;
?y what percentage have charges
or—
(a) pay-roll tax;
(b) stamp duty on chegues,
been increased since 31st March,
19742

Mr O’Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

(a) Pay-roll tax was increased
from 44% to 5% on the 1st
September, 1974, which is an
increase in the rate of 11.1%.

(b) Stamp duty on cheques was
increased from 6 cents to 8
cents per cheque on the 1st
December, 1974, which is an

increase In the rate of
334 %.
88. HOSPITALS

Charges: Incregse
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:
By what percentage have Govern-
ment hospital charges Increased
since 31st March, 19747
Mr RIDGE replied:
Overall, none.

Fees at sk 1st 1st
March, September, August,
1974 1974 1975
to the
resent.
ald by
private
patients
SIngle bed ward ... 30 perday $45 $30
Other beds 820 330 $20
89. HOUSING

Rents: Increase
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:
Disregarding rebates, by what
percentage have State Housinz
Commission rents increased since
31st March, 1974, in respect of
each category of rental housig
provided?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
Rents obtaining at 31st March,
1974, were those set in 1966.
Clause 21 of the 1973 Common-
wealth-State Housing Agreement,
negotiated by the previous Com-
monwealth Government, obliges
the States to arrange for the fin-
ancial position, in regard to the
rental activities of the housing
authority, to be reviewed at least
once in each financial year, and
to ensure that rents are adjusted
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when an ijncrease is justified. The
percentage increase, therefore,
using 1566 as s base of the State
Housing Commission rents in re-
spect of each category are:—

Metropolitan area—

Category 24 Increase
New— September 1974 Oclober 1875
1 bedroom . 33.33 €8-50
20-96 §l-81
3 18-70 48-92
4 10:00 50-87
5 . 18-18 45-438
Qlder—Relets—
1 bedroom 35-42
2 45.22
2 <+ sleepout .., 55-53
3 4900
3 + steepout ..., 5892
4 45-71
Inferior—
2 bedrooms 3684
2 + sleepout ... 38-00
Sims Cooke ... 41-44
Sims Caolce + sleepout 45:26

Country—

The information is not availahle
as standard rents were not intro-
duced for country townships until
QOctober, 1974.

90. This question was postponed,

91. SEWERAGE AND WATER
SUPPLIES

Rates: Incredase

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Water

Supples:

{1) By what percentage have sewer-
age and water rates Increased in
Western Australla since 3lst
March, 19747

(2) By what percentage have excess
water rates bheen Increased in
Western Australia since 3ist
March, 1974?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) (a) Metropolitan Water Board:

Sewerage rates—66.6%.
Water rates—

Resldences—45.83%.
Other classifications—
45.16%.

(b) Country Water Supplies:
Sewerage rate—
Under the Country Towns
Sewerage Act each town
or area stands alone fin-
anclally. This means that
each year a separate rate
in the dollar is struck . for
each town or area. The only
towns to have the rate ln-

creased since March 31,
1974 are—
TRating year Rating year ¢! Tnerease

1st July, 1073 1+t July, 1975
12c in the § on 14¢ In the & on
the FEstimated the E<timated
Net Annual Net Annual
Value Valuee

Karrntha 16-8
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Ratlng year Ratlng vear 9% Increase
1st January, 1st July,
74

Northam 8¢ In the 3 on 1lc Ln the § on 37-5
the Istimated the Estimated
Net Annual Nebt Annual
Value Value

Por the town of Bunbury
the sewerage rate decreased
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from 15 cents in the dollar
(year 1st July, 1973) to 14
cents in the dollar (year
1st July, 1975).

Water rate—

(All towns under the
Country Areas Water Sup-

ply Act)
Rating Years Rating Year %
1st July, 1973 and 1st July, 1974 1st July, 1975 Increase
Domestic ... 6ointhe$onthe Estimated 7-6cin the § on the Estima-  259%,. This was nullified to
Net Annual Value ted Net Annual Value, some extent because in a
subject to & maximum majority of instances the
rate of $20 $20 maximum rate only
wa3g charged
Commercial 9¢ in the § on the Estimated  10c in the $ on the Estima 11:1%
Net Annual Value ted Net Annual Value
Industrial ... No rate charged ... <. 10cin the § on the Estima- Prior to July 1, 1974
ted Net Annua Value industrial concerns were
not rated

Vacant Land  Norate charged. Anannual  10c in the § on the Estima-

charge of $¢ was applied ted Net Annual Value

(2) (a) Metropolitan Water Board:
Where rates or annual fees
are paid in full by 30th
November—103.25%.
Where rates or annual fees
are not paid in full by 30th
November—97.27%,

(b) Country Water Supplies:
Excess water is not applicable
to the Country Areas Water
Supply Schemes as all water
used is charged for at the ap-
propriate scale of charges for
the varlous classifications.

92 and 93. These questions were posiponed.

94, APPLES
Production and Exports

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) What quantity of apples was ex-
ported from Wesiern Australia in
the 1975 season to—

(a) United Kingdom;
(b) other markets?

(2) What quantity of apples is it ex-
pected will be sent from Western
Australia in the 1976 season to—
(a) United Kingdom;

(b) other markets?

(3) {(a) What is the total apple pro-
duction of Western Australia
expected to reach in the 1976
season;

(b} of this quantity how many
bushels will be consumed by
the local market?

(4) What average price was received
by growers for apples consigned
to the United Kingdom market in
the 1975 season?

(5}

(6)

(a) What amount of price sup-
port was given by the—

(1) Commonwealth Govern-
ment;

(i) State Government,

for apples consigned to the

United Kingdom in each of

the past three years;

(b} how many bushels were ex-
ported in each year;

(¢} how much per bushel did the
price support amount to In
each of the three years?

(a) What is the total amount of
price support which will be
available to Waestern Aus-
trallan growers for apples
consigned to the TUnited
Kingdom in 1976 from the—
(1) Commonwealth Govern-

ment;
(i) State Government;

(b) on how many bushels of ap-
ples will this amount be paid;

(c) how much per bushel will this
level of price support re-
present?

Mr OLD replied:

1)

2)

(a) Unlted Kingdom—689 368
bushels.
Continent of Europe—181 414
bushels.
Both of these are risk mar-
kets,

(b} Forward sale markets—
442 783 bushels.

The quantity of apples exported
will depend upon grower assess-
ment of export prospects. Fac-
tors are lkely state of the mar-
ket, importer guarantees, cur-
rency variations and level of
governmeni assistance. However
shipments both to the European
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and Asian areas are expected to QUESTIONS (9): WITHOUT NOTICE
be significantly less than in 1975. POLICE

(3) (a) Estimated to be 2850000 Hotels: Disturbances at Sunday Sessions

bushels.
NAN ini
(b) Estimated to be 800000 bush- N WANOVICH, to the Minister for
els. (1) Can the Minister indicate whether
(4) The price received by growers or not music had any bearing on
depends upon the state of the hotel disturbances on Sundays
market and the contractual ar- during the summer months?

rangement between growers and (2) If “Yes”, can be give th ?

their shippers. No detail is avail- , : ¢ glve M reason
able on which an average price Mr O’CONNOR replied:

can be determined. 1) Ek-fst', ir‘; all insts:lnctes l;ex(:ept ox}e—

. a eing a disturbance before

(5) (a) ) ﬁg?ﬁ:;ftgndgiagﬁsgggﬁ the opening of the hotel concerned

arrangement are pub- —disturbances have occurred at

lished in toto, not as hotels which have employed bands.

individual States. How- (2) Apparently, when loud bands are

-

ever, the rates per bushel
on Granny Smith apples
in the years 1973 to 1975
were as follows:—

1973 1974 1975

employed people attending the
hotels cannot easily converse and,
as a result, they consume more
alcohol during the restricted
trading period.

595 cents 80 cents 80 cents 2. PORTS
(D Payments of additional  yowenp Vessels: Commonwealth Inguiry

assistance under Com-
monwealth/State ar-
rangements for apples
shipped at risk to the
United Kingdom and
Continent were as fol-
lows:—

Commonwealth State
1973 Nil Nil
1974 $515 961 $515 901
1975 $259 283 $260 717

{(by—
Unlted Continent Taotal
Kingdom
bushels
634 310 514 813 1149 123
800 702 152 935 753 437

689 8683 181 414 870 782
(¢) Stabilisation plus additional
assistance:—
per bushel
59.5 cents $2.16 $1.41

On an Australia-wide basis the
Commonwealth Government will
support the export of 2 million
bushels at $2 per bushel and an
additional 0.5 million bushels at
$2 on a dollar for dollar basis
with the State concerned. It is
understood that Western Aus-
tralia’s share under this scheme
would be 474800 and 112500
bushels respectively—subject to
this amount being exported. Sup-
port additional to this would
depend upon & shortfall in East-
ern Australla and the Common-
wealth’s agreement for its trans-
ference to Western Australia.
Current policy of the Australian
Apple & Pear Corporation is to
limit exports to the United King-
dom-Continent to 24 milllon
bushels.

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Envircnment:

(1) Did he as 3 member of the Aus-
tralian Environment Council sup-
port a statement by Mr J. Berin-
son, the then Minister for the
Environment, that there should be
a2 public inquiry before commis-
sioners into the use of Australian
ports by nuclear powered vessels?

(2) Is it a fact that the Australian
Environment Council unanimously
agreed to Mr Berinson's proposal
for such a public inquiry?

(3) Is it the intention of the present
Australlan Government to honour
that commitment and have such
an inquiry?

(4) If the answer to (3) is in the

negative, will the Government
press for the holding of such an
inquiry in the interests of the
safety and welfare of the Aus-
trallan people?
I would like to comment and say
that I am not asking the Minister
to reveal any defence secrets, as
will be seen from the wording of
my question,

The SPEAKER.: It is difficult for me
to hear and appreciate questions
without notice. I am not sure
whether part (3) of the guestion
is permissible. I gather the mem-
ber was asking for some expres-
sion of opinion on the perform-
ances of the Australian Govern-
ment.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: If 1 could re-
phrase that part of my question,
I am asking whether the Minister
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has been informed by the present
Australian Government of its in-
tention to honour that commit-
ment and have such an inquiry
carried out.

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

Mr

I thank the member for some
notice of his question, the answer
to which is as follows—

(1) No.
(2) No.
(3) I understand from Press re-

ports that this is not the pre-
sent intention.

{4) I refer the honourable mem-
ber to my response to ques-
tion 20 on the 31st March,
1876,

HOUSING

Teachers: Rights of Appeal

LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1)

{2)

3)

Mr

Is the Minister aware of a letter
from the Secretary of the State
School Teachers’ Union of WA
which has been circulated to all
members of Parliament?

Are the statements attributed to
the Secretary of the State School
Teachers' Union correct?

Is it the Infention to remove the
rights of appeal of teachers by
amending the Government Em-
ployees’ Housing Act?

P. V. JONES replied:

I thank the member for some
notice of his question, the answer
to which is as follows—

(1) ¥Yes.

(2) Partly, but sections of the
letter are misleading and er-
roneous.

(3) Not at this time,

I would Ilke to add that the
author of the letler, the Secretary
of the State School Teachers’
Union of WA, is a member of the
autharity, and the representative
of the tenants. The authority
made recommendations to the
Government, as it is empowered
and required to do, and any
changes which have cccurred and
which will be considered by the
Government in the structuring of
the rental operations of the auth-
ority follow only from recom-
}rtx;ndations made to the author-

4,

6.
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MENTAL HEALTH

Kareeba Nursing Home: Sale to

Belmont Shire

Mr DAVIES, to the Deputy Premier:

My question relates to a question
answered by the Deputy Premier
concerning the Kareeba Nursing
Home. Does the Deputy Premier
know whether or not the Govern-
ment has offered to sell the Kar-
eeba Nursing Home to the Bel-
mont shire?

O’NEIL replied:

I am sorry, I do not know. I an-
swered the gquestion on behalf of

the Premier and I am not aware
of the sltuation.

MENTAL HEALTH

Kareeba Nursing Home: Sale to

Belmont Shire

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

I ask the Minister whether or not
he has had contact with any per-
son associated with the Belmont
Shire Council advising him that
the Government would be pre-
pared to sell the Kareeba Nursing
Home to the shire?

RUSHTON replied:

Yes, I have had some contact,
The Minister for Health will be
making an officlal contact with
the Belmont Shire Council.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION
Management Fee: Purchasers Affecled

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minjster for
Housing:

My question refers to question 69
on today’s notice paper. Is it true
that because fthe Minister was
misreported in one of his public
statements the State Housing
Commission was forced to absolve
some people, who had rightfully
not been liable for the payment
of the management fee, from the
payment of that fee?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

In reply to the member for Balga,
I am not certain what reported
statement he refers to, but in re-
gard to the question of absolution,
the situation is, as I have indic-
ated in answers, that we are re-
ferring to new houses which were
purchased following the 1st Jan-
uary, 1874. I assume the hon-
ourable member is referring to
the question of some tenants in
occupation.

I am aware that I was approached
in the last couple of days by &
tenant who was referred to me
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by the honourable member. This
tenant in fact had occupied the
dwelling since, I think, 1971. We
are referring to new dwellings
where tenants in occupstion are
concerned, on the assumption
that they received approval to
purchase the unit after the 1st
January, 1974.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION

Management Fee: Contracts,
January-May, 1974

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:

1 would like to ask another ques-
tion of the Minister, further to
my last question without notice.
I will preface it by saying that
I am referring to wveople who
slgned contracts between January
and May, 1974, and who were not
tenants in occupation but who
were originally sent notification
that they were liable for the
management fee, and were sub-
sequently told they would not be
liable for the fee. Was this oc-
currence the result of the Min-
ister’s being incorrectly reported
and committed to a course of
actlon as the result of a Press
article?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

I can only reply, “Not to my
knowledge.” I understand that
there were one or two errors in
the administration of this mat-
ter right at the beginning, and
these errors related to whether or
not a dwelling was to be subject
to the fee. The criteria were the
date of construction and whether
the dwelling was new or old. I
am referring primarily to ten-
ants-in-occupation. If the hon-
ourable member can refer to a
specific case, I would be only too
happy to look into it.

HEALTH
Pesticide Residue: Survey

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

I wish t0 ask a question further
to a reply I received to a question
on notice yesterday. The Minister
referred to a report which had
been tabled earlier as well as a
report which he tabled at thati
time., On making inquires about
the earlier tabling of the National
Health and Medical Research
Council Market Basket Survey, I
was informed that it was stated
both were tabled yesterday. Look-
ing at the document, this does not
seem to be so. Could the Minister
make inquiries so that the House

can have the information in the
correct form because the docu-
ment said to have been tabled
earlier does not seem to have been
50 tahled?
Mr RIDGE replied:

It appears there was some con-
fusion about the answer given to
the question, inasmuch as it did
nominate that the report had
been tabled, whereas the reply
should have been that the report
was tabled at that time,

Mr A. R. Tonkin: There are two of
them.

Mr RIDGE: It appears that only one
report was tabled, I assumed the
other had been tabled. I will take
the matter up with the Minister
for Health to see whether the
document can be tabled as soon
as possible.

The SPEAKER: The next question
will be the last question without
notice.

9. CONSUMER FROTECTION

Housing: Defective Plaster

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

Adverting to question T2 on to-
day’s notice paper; bearing in
mind the Minister's reply to that
question and taking into consid-
eration the concern, heartbreak,
and anguish that is being caused
to hundreds of new home huyers,
can the Minister tell the House
when the Government will take
some decisive action to solve the
problem, rather than shy away
from what is truly its responsi-
bility?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
In reply to the member for Balga,
may I say the Government has
already taken some decisive action.

Mr Bertram: It has done nothing.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr Clarko, leave of
absence for six days granted to Mr Crane
(Moore}), Mr Blaikie (Vasse), and Mrs
Craig (Wellington) on the ground of ur-
gent public business.

On motion by Mr MelIver, leave of
absence for six days granted to Mr Har-
man (Maylands), on the ground of urgent
public business.

ANZAC DAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Standing Orders Suspension
MR O'NEIL (East Melville—Minister for
Works) [5.43 p.m.]: I move—
That so much of the Standing

Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable the remaining stages of the
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Anzac Day Act Amendment Bill to be
completed in one day and the afcore-
sajd business to be entered upon and
dealt with before the Address-in-Reply
is adopted.
I understand the Premier has had some
consultation with the Opposition in regard
to this matter, and we thank Opposition
members for their indication of support.
It is important that the Anzac Day Act
Amendment Bill, which appears on today’s
notice paper as order of the day No. 2,
be dealt with prior to Anzac Day, which
is Sunday, the 25th April,

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Leader of
the Opposition) {5.35p.m.}: Ordinarily
the Opposition would not agree to a move
of this kind at this stage, because we be-
lleve the Standing Orders should not he
set aside at the commencement of a session
unless there is some very speclal purpose.
However, it 1s true that the Premier con-
sulted us about this measure, and hecause
it 15 important and urgent, we have no
objection to the suspension of Standing
Orders as requested.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 1st April.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Leader of
the Oppositlon) [5.36 p.m.1: The Anzac
Day Act provides for the holding of race
meetings, trotting meetings, and certain
defined sports on Anzac Day, and the
payment of the net proceeds from racing
and trotting meetings, and 60 per cent of
the net proceeds from certain defined
sports held on the 25th Aprii—Anzac Day
—to the Anzac Day Trust Fund. However,
it makes no provision for such functions
to be held on a day other than Anzac
Day.

In 1972 Parliament passed a Bill which
became the Public and Bank Holidays
Act. That Act provides that where Anzac
Day falls on a Sunday, In addition to
Anzac Day belng a public holiday, the
Monday followlng—the 26th April—shall
be a public holiday.

A difficulty arose because the racing and
trotting clubs desired to hold meetings on
the 26th April this year hecause Anzac
Day falls on a Sunday. However, unless
the Anzac Day Act Is amended, the pro-
visions of that Act, as they stand at pres-
ent, cannot apply to race and trotting
meetings held on the public holiday, the
26th April. So all that this Bill seeks to do
is to amend the Anzac Day Act so that
subsections (1) and (2) of section 5, and
subsections (1) and (2) of sectlon 7, will
be made to epply to the 26th April, and
that day only, In the way they now apply
to the 25th April, when Anzac Day falls
on a day other than Sunday.

It can be reasonably understood that
the raclng and trotting assoclations desire
to hold their meetlngs so that charities
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may profit from the amount to be paid
Inte the trust fund, but no provision ex-
ists under the law for the assoclations to
have permission te do that. I cannot see
that there ean be any possible objection
to our amending the Anzac Day Act In
order to ensure that the provisions of that
Act apply to the Monday following, and
no other day, when Anzac¢ Day falls on
the Sunday. Because we have no objection
whatever to the measure, and we are
anxlous to facllitate its passage, I Indlcate
our support for it.

MR DAVIES (Victorla Park) (540
pm.]: I wish to speak briefly In support
of the measure, and I belleve every mem-
ber of the House will support 1t whole-
heartedly.

I rise on this occasion to say a few
words about the people who have admin-
istered the trust since it was formed in
1961. Every member realises that if we
do not support this measure, a Ilarge
amount of money may not be avallable
to our favourite charitles. Many ex-ser-
vicemen’s assoclations have received some
benefit from this trust.

Like many other people, I am associated
with the Torchbearers for Legacy, and the
Legacy Pund received $32 835 from the
}gsdt ?lisbursement—a very handsome sum

eed.

Mr O'Cohnor:
amount?

Mr DAVIES:; Yes, the annual amount.
Of course, that does not go anywhere near
covering the total expenses of the league,
but it Is a great help. The Returned Ser-
vices L.eague recelved $31 125.

Members may not be aware of the
amounts ralsed each year. The first total
in 1961 was $21 332, and thls has increased
each year until 1975, when the amount
ralsed was $86 129. Naturally, nearly all
the money 1s disbursed and only very
Httle of it is invested. X think at the
present tlme the amount invested is
83 792,50, a small sum when one considers
the large amounts that have been raised
over the years.

The other Important point about the
fund 1s that its administration costs were
only $155 for the year; that is, a $150
honorarilum for the secretary and $5 print-
ing expenses.

Mr O’Connor: I would Hke a business
llke that!

Mr DAVIES: Yes, I would too. I would
like to pay tribute to the members of the
trust—Mr G. A. Harler (Chairman) rep-
resenting the Treasury, Mr W. S8, Lonnie,
representing the Returned Services League,
Mr R. M. Mliler, representlng Perth
Legacy, and Mr A. E. Caro, representing
various ex-service organisations. In the
last report of the trust for the year ended

That was the annual
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December, 1975, it 1s stated that 28 or-
ganisations benefitted by amounts ranging
from $50 to $32 835.

For many years the public was unhappy
with the Sunday-type Anzac Day as hotels
were closed and there were no sporting
functtons. I believe everyone benefits from
the holiday now, and the trust has been
of great assistance to the varlous ex-ser-
vicemen’s assoclations. I have pleasure in
supporting the measure.

MR O'NEIL (East Melville—Minister for
Works) [5.44 pm.]l: I thank the Opposi-
tion for its support of the measure, and
also the Leader of the Opposition for his
readiness to concur with the procedure
necessary to facilitate its passage.

Question put and passed.

Blll read a second tlme.

In Commiliee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bll read a third time, on motion by
Mr O°'Neil (Minister for Works), and
transmitted to the Council.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 6th April, on
the following motion by Mr Tubby—
That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Leglslative Assembly of
the Parllament of the State of
Western Australla In Parllament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Graclous Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased

to address to Parllament.

MR YOUNG (Scarboreugh) [5.46 p.m.1:
In my small contribution to the Address-
in-Reply debate, I wish to discuss in some
depth the Australlan way of life on both
an economle and a8 soclal level, the
changes that are occurring In our lfe
style, and some of the things that are
contributing to those changes. On the ec-
onomic scene, 1t is bhecoming infinitely
more appreciable that the single most sig-
nificant finaheial implication impinging
on our llves Is the high degree of Inflation
running in this country and In other
countrles.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is “other countries”
now, is it?

Mr YOUNG: I have never said that in-
flation did not exlst in other countries.
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Mr A, R. Tonkin: That was the sug-
gestion last year.

Mr YOUNG: No, it was not; I stated
that our inflation was not caused by In-
flation Imporied from other countries.
Perhaps the honourable member might al-
low me to develop my speech a little.

A high rate of inflation suffered by any
country 1s the Inevitable Interest rate a
nation must pay for spending what it has
not yet earned. Many suggestions have
been put forward as to what causes in-
flation. Over the last few years, we have
heard the boffins and the eggheads putting
forward such reasons as cost push, de-
mand pull, and hot money flowing Into
the country in explanation of ihe infla-
tion rate suffered by Australla and, omong
others, the United States of America,
Britain, and West Germany.

However, It Is bhecoming more readily

recognisable by hard-headed economists

who are not up on cloud nine In a state
of academic euphoria that the hasic rea-
son for Inflation is that individuals and
nations spend what they have not yet
earned.

Mr Hartrey: Why is there virtually no
inflation In Russia and China?

Mr YOUNG: I do not know the real
basls of the economles of Russia and
China, but I would suggest they probably
earn more than they spend.

Mr Jemieson: According to fligures re-
leased from savings banks, that is the case
In Australla.

Mr YOUNG: But not in terms of pro-
ductivity. Exactly in the same man-
ner as a person must pay interest on a
hire-purchase debt or a bank overdraft,
a nation must pay Interest on continual
deficit budgeting. The Interest rate we
are paylng i1s the high Inflation rate we
have suffered for several years, and this
inflatlon will contlnue until such time as
all the pecople in all segments within our
country which make up the whole econ-
omic pattern of Australla get together and
decide that Australia cannot and never
will be able to spend more than it earns,
A natlon can elther choose to pay that
Interest rate or hegin earninz before It
consumes, To do the latter, the natlon
must have a hlgh productivity rate,

An example of what has happened in
this respect Is evident in one of the most
labour intensive industries in Australia,
and one of the most important industries
in our economic make-up. I refer, of
course, to the houslng industry. Ten years
ago, for each man employed in the housing
Industry, 2.5 dwelling units were produced,
Today, that ratio is 1.6 units for each
man employed in the industry. Beifore
anyone interjects to say that dwellings
have become larger over the years—quite
a reasonable interjection in the circum-
stances—I point out that this calculation
{s based on a standard slzed structure.
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Mr Skidmore: No comparison can be
made between the materials used today
and those used 10 years ago, because they
are not completely standard. This could
account for the different ratio.

Mr YOUNG: It is a fact that infinitely
better products are being used in the
housing industry today; they are In-
stalled more quickly and cheaply than was
the case 10 years ago. On that basis, the
number of housing units produced per
person employed in the industry should
have increased.

Mr Skidmore: With the technological
changes which have taken place, some in-
sfallations have been made easier. For
instance, electrical wiring is installed much
more quickly today than it was 10 years
ago.

Mr YOUNG: That is exactly the point 1
am making; the number of dwellings
should have increased.

Mr Skidmore: Not necessarily; I do not
say that at ali.

Mr YOUNG: It is significant that Aus-
tralia has one of the highest earning rates
per head, In real terms, in the world—in
fact, I understand that in our mining
industry, the earning rate per man is the
highest in the world—yet our productivity
rating puts us about thirteenth on the list
of nations.

Mr Hartrey: Yes, but what is Austra-
lia’s mining production?

Mr YOUNG: It is tremendously high.
Before members of the Opposition become
too prickly, I make it clear that I do not
intend to have a shot only at the trade
union movement but &t all sections of the
community. The question being asked by
the interjectors chviously is, “Whose fault
is it?” At the outset, I should like to
point out to my friend from Boulder-
Dundas that I do not pretend for one
moment all the blame should be lald at
the feet of the {rade union movement, and
I will expand on that point in a moment,

Mr Carr: I thought you said they were
parasites.

Mr YOUNG: I said that certain leaders
of the trade union movement were para-
sites, and I stand by that statement.

Mr Skidmore; Am I included in that
remark? I am the secretary of a trade
union.

Mr YOUNG: I certzinly would not in-
clude my friend, the member for Swan.
While discussing the trade unton move-
ment, rather unusual criticism currently
is being levelled at the Fraser Govern-
ment and our Minister for Labour and
Industry in Western Australia because of
threats which have been made to bring
the trade union movement into lne with
the Trade Practices Act and to make the
trade unions toe the line that must be
toed and which the trade union movement

369

demands be toed by industry. The Fraser
Government and our Minister have been
accused of union bashing, which does not
seem at all réeasonable to me.

It seems very strange to me that be-
cause the Government is contemplating
imposing secret, private ballots controlled
by an independent authoriiy on trade
union elections or votes—notwithstanding
the arguments put forward that unions
have secret ballots anyway—supposedly
responsible people are saying that the
Government will bring upon its head all
the wrath of the trade union movement.

Mr Bryce: Who sald that?

Mr YOUNG: Certain trade unlon lead-
ers, Mr Latter for one. The Govern-
ment has been threatened with the
same wrath that it incurred when it
introduced its fuel and energy legisla-
tion. But the imposition of secret, private
ballots under the supervision of an in-
dependent authority does not sound like
union bashing to me.

Mr Skidmore: Are you aware that the
Federal Government recently amended the
Federal Act which will ensure that an in-
dependent returning officer shall conduct
secret ballots on behalfi of unions?

Mr YOUNG: If the member for Swan
says that is the case, I accept it; I am
not arguing in respect of that point. Mem-
bers opposite, and trade union spokes-
men need hot necessarily agree that the
industrial laws should bhe changed to
permit the holding of secret, private hal-
lots; but the mere fact they disagree
does not necessarily mean the Government
is introducing autocratic or undemocratic
provisions,

Mr Skidmore: Would you like to have
your party elections held on a private
basis, and controlled by an outside au-
thority?

Mr YOUNG: The history of the trade
union movement clearly indicates that
unions have emerged in areas where ex-
ploitation has occurred. I have made this
point in the House on a number of occa-
sions. No responsible member of Parlia-
ment would deny that the trade union
movement had a perfectly good right to
become established, and that it was justi-
fled in so doing. Where trade unions did
not exist, the workers may have been ex-
ploited. The Leader of the Opposition
entered Parliament during one of these
periods and, with many of the older-style
Labor leaders would remember that if a
trade union did not exist in a particular
area there was always the possibility of
the workers being exploited.

Mr Bertram: And they were, too.
Mr Bryce: And still are.

Mr YOUNG: That Is right; they were
exploited then, but they are not ex-
plolted now. The question I ask In 1976
is: Is it still relevant to talk in the terms
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used in the days of the Eureka Stockade,
the Russian Revolution, the Industrial
Revolution, and the early days of the trade
union movement, with the blacklegs and
what-have-you, when the real question
in 1976 is: Who is the exploiter, and who
is the exploitee?

Before we get into a slanging match
about that I point out thaj the people
being exploited is everybody, and the
people exploiting them also is everybody.
In other words, it is like & snake swallow-
ing its own tall. We have reached a
stage where the worker—that includes
everybody who contributes to produc-
tivity and the nation’s economy—is stran-
gling himself and making it impossible
ever to get out of his present financial
sltuation because of the added burden he
is placing on the country by not dolng a
fair day's work for a fair day’s pay.

Mr Skidmore: Rubbish!

Mr YOUNG: It is not rubbish. I have
specifleally included all aspects of society
in my remarks.

Mr Skidmore: You are saying the aver-
age Australian citizen does not contribute
to the wealth of his nation. I will not
accept that under any circumstances.

Mr YOUNG: That will look great when
it appears in Hansard.

Mr Skidmore: I do not say it because
it will look great in Hansard.

Mr YOUNG: The fact of the matter s
that unless all nations wake up to the
fact that they must produce more, spend
& little less, and save a little more this
rate of inflation will continue for the rest
of our lives.

Mr Skidmore: You are saying that Aus-
tralians are bludgers,

Mr YOUNG: I am not; but I do say
that everyone should look at the situation
moare carefully, instead of merely saying,
“What is in it for me?” The member
for Swan is making a great deal of my
speech for me,

I say to the member for Swan that from
where 1 stand the position is as clear as
the nose on his face. Unless we all say,
“If T demand more and do no more, will 1
not hurt the smaller man?” we will not ef-
fect a remedy. Does not inflation affect the
smaller man more severely than the big
man? I ¢lalm I have the right to speak for
the little man in our society, and we on
this side of the House represent the little
men infinitely more than members opposite,
because we make sure that the people are
provided with jobs, and we take steps to
ensure that inflation does not run rlot. We
do not believe in unemployment and ram-
pant inflation.

We know that soclalism feeds on infla-
tion, because inflation wultimately brings
everyone down to a common level. I advo-
cate that the sectors in our community
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which nare concerned—I refer to the
bankers, labour, management, and civil
servants—should get together and do
something about checking inflation,

Mr Bertram: Is competition not the core
of the problem?

Mr YOUNG: The Member for Mt. Haw-
thorn never makes an intellipent inter-
jection or comment, and I do not intend
to waste my speech on him. In regard to
management, which is the next cab off
the rank, I say it is time that manage-
ment also started using its brains. If is
about time management accepted the
fact that it too Is a worker and has to
make a contribution In the scheme of
things in our soclety.

It should not sit back in the traces. It
is time that the eggheads and the boffins
consulted with management, got off cloud
nine, and realised that they should get a
little dirt on their hands.

Computers will never replace hardheaded
business practices. I have not seen a suc-
cessful industry or business that did r}ot.
have at the top a practical manager with
a “gut” knowledge of the business. I have
never seen a successful business run by
a theoreticlan or management consultant,
most of whom do not really have personal
practical experience In business, So, man-
agement has to play its part.

As far as selling is concerned, I am sick
and tired of the wasted productivity that
goes into advertising and packaging, Very
much time is wasted on television by people
having to watch soap operas, programmes
such as “Number 867, “The Box”, and
“Class of 74", as well as the accompany-
ing advertisements night after night, when
well preduced Australian television shows
could be screened, and there are some
superd Australian films and television
people available.

Such good Australlan shows could be
sponsored with dignity by solid industries
and businesses; not by those that merely
want to sell tubes of toothpaste, but by
those that want to spread culture to the
people in the country.

Tt is about time people learnt that good
products will sell themselves, and all the
advertisements will make no difference. If
manufacturers stand on the record of thejr
product they will have nothing to fear. I
am not saylng that advertising is of no
consequence; I realise it is important, I
know that people engaged in advertising
will say that manufacturers cannot sell
soap powders without advertising. 1 agree,
but there are different types of advertlsing.
The fact 15 that today we see a great waste
of productivity In advertising.

As far as packaging of goods Is con-
cerned, it is about time we stopped this
source of wastage also: and 1t is about
time that people bought the product itself
instead of the package around it. Such
unnecessary packaging not only brings
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about lack of productivity but also con-
tributes to the tremendous waste disposal
problem.

As far as the economic aspect of the
country is concerned, I have made the
point that this is a problem affecting all of
us, and to which all sections of the com-
munity and industry contribute. The
economlic ills can be cured only by a
combined and genuine attempt on the part
of labour, management, politiclans, and
civil servants; and the cure can also be
assisted by the consumer using his head
in buying the products he wants.

In this debate I want also to talk ?,bopt
the social aspect of our society. We live in
an ever-changing soclal structure, and the
world is changing almost monthly. I re-
member reading recently about a young
soldier who was injured in Vietnam. He
woke up five or six years later and found
the world had changed so much that he
did not recognise it.

If one were to fall asleep tomorrow and
wake up in a year's time one would find
that what is common today has changed
considerably. The author Donald Horne
wrote a book entitled The Lucky Country.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: He alsc wrote one
entitled The Death of a Lucky Couniry.

Mr YOUNG: I am aware of that and
I will be referring to it. His book entitled
The Lucky Country contains a very in-
teresting social commentary. It is one of
the most interesting, even if not the
greatest in-depth commentaries on Austra-
lian society. The general trend of that
book, whether or not the author intended
it that way or whether it merely emerged
that way from his presentation, was that
Australia was indeed & lucky country, The
fact is we are a lucky country despite our-
selves, and despite the fact that we possess
so much and have not begun to use much
of the resources that we have. In this I
am not referring only to the physical and
material resources.

That author has since written another
book entitled The Death of ¢ Lucky Coun-
try out of criticism of the sacking of the
Whitlam Government. I am afraid that
since the publication of this book my
personal assessment of the author is that
he has now become lazy. Indeed, he be-
lieves in the “gimme” society, because his
latest book does not seem to be in the
class of his previous one,

He seems now to have the attitude that
we have a right to be lucky and continue
to be lucky, whether or not we contribute
effectively to that luck.

To a great extent our social norms are
changing rapidly, to the stage where they
tend to be set by the inexperienced instead
of the experienced. As the member for
Boulder-Dundas said on a television inter-
view last night, it seems to be old-
fashioned now to be experienced and to
be courteous, Quite frankly, it seems to
be old-fashioned to have experience, to
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have a hard head, and to warn people
that the paths they are following are not
the ones they should take.

Mr Skidmore: It is progressively getting
harder to be a trade unionistl|

Mr YOUNG: It is also becoming pro-
gressively more difficult to be a teacher,
because the students are beginning to
think that their role is to teach instead
of to learn,

Mr Bryce: Where do you get that from?

Mr YOUNG: In our community we find
a humber of creeping ills. I refer to
society’s attitude towards transgressors and
the need to do something about their
punishment. In particular I refer to the
attitude of some tenants of the State
Housing Commission who seem to think
that the property they damage or destroy
is their property, when, in fact, it 15 the
property of all of us. I am referring to
the type of tenant who destroys a home
completely in a matter of weeks by in-
dulging in wild drunken parties. Many of
these people are cared for by welfare offi-
cers, and contribute little to society. There
have been many instances of such tenants
refusing to shift from their houses for
failure to pay the rent. When they are
evicted eventually, they scream that they
are being exploited and victimised. My
own electorate contains a good number of
State Housing homes which are rented to
tenants.

A man who has built his home with
his own hands and lived in it for 15 years
becomes very upset when he finds that
the tenant who shifted into a house obpo-
site has completely destroyed his way of
life, It is not fair or reasonable that this
should happen. I have had consultations
with the Minister for Housing, and I am
aware that he is genuinely tryving to solve
this problem. For that I give him full
matks., As members of the community it
iz about time we accepted the fact that
we should have the courage to stand up
ﬁnd say, “We also have the right to live

ere.”

Many transgressors in our society are
no longer punished for their transgres-
sions. I refer to corporal and other forms
of punishment. On many occasions the
person who is looking after the trans-
gressor comes off worse. There was a
classic example of this recently in the De-
partment for Community Welfare in rela-
tion to juvenile delinquents.

In the first instance a rule was made,
and probably there was a very good reason
for it, that no child was to be struck by
a community welfare officer if that officer
could possibly avoid doing so; and it seems
he would only be justified in taking such
action to save his life.

We now have a situation where g youth
just under 18 vears of age, 6 feet 1 inch
in height, and 14 stone in weight, may
atteck a community welfare officer, but
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that officer cannot retaliate. If that
officer inflicts corporal punishment on that
child without the permission of his
superior, he is possibly subject to dis-
missal.

Mr Skidmore: It is a rarity to have a
17-year-old youth weighing 14 stone and
being 6 feet 1 inch in height.

Mr YOUNG: It is not a rarity. Recently
I watched an interschool under-16-years
foothall match, and I doubt whether any
cf the players would be under 5§ feet 11
inches. However, it seems that the member
for Swan is picking out the least im-
portant part of my speech.

Unless the existing situation in the De-
partment for Community Waelfare is
changed, and unless the Minister, the
director, and the officers of the depart-
ment get together fairly soon to rectify
the matter, we will have a ridiculous situa-
tion on our hands. Children are abseond-
ing from institutions which are caring for
them, taking off with cars belonging to
other people, indulging in thefts, and re-
turning to the institutions for breakfast.

When such children are apprehended
and brought before the Children’s Court
they are sentenced and returned to the
institution from which they came. Then
the following night they abscond again
and steal more cars. Frankly, this sort
of practice has to be stopped before
juvenile delinquents begin looking on these
institutions as three star hotels.

I want to make some reference to the
so-called sportsmen in our society.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Can you name any of
them?

Mr YOUNG: I will not name any. Once
the term “it is not cricket” was used often,
and anything ethically unacceptable was
regarded as not being cricket, and cricket
was a gentlemen’s sport. Even this aspect
of our life has changed. Today the chil-
dren in our society have faw idols in sport
to look up to. Often when they look at a
sport idol they find that he is after the
big dollar, or is prepared to put his elbow
in the face of his opponent just for the
sake of winning. Such action should be
pulled into line.

In many respects the blame can be laid
on the parents of young children. Many
parents urge their children of eight to 10
years to disregard the umpire, to kick
the opponent, and to win at all costs.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.mn.

Mr YOUNG: Before the tea suspension
I was about to mention the attitude of
judges and magistrates, I am afraid I
must include the judiciary and the magis-
tracy in the comments I made in regard
to the changing pattern of the Australian
way of life. I think certainly some of them
—ngaturally I cannot include all of them
in this sweeping statement, and I hope
they will realise with their legal fraining
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that I cannot do that—will have to come
off their particular personal cloud nine
and accept the fact that it has always
been a premise of the British system of
justice that judgments and sentences must
refiect community standards and thinking.

Just as we, as members of Parllament,
must reflect community standards and
thinking in the legislation we write, they
are charged with the very clear respon-
sibility to reflect those standards. It is one
of the threads which run through the
commoen law that the attitude of the com-
mon man, the ordinary man in the street,
is in many instances the attitude which
the judge must apply in respect of his
findings and sentences.

Mr Hartrey: That is true,

Mr YOUNG: The sentences have their
own boundaries which are set by us, and
perhaps we should be looking at those
boundaries; but it seems to me that in
applying the sentences the judges are not
reflecting the community standards of to-
day. They may be reflecting the com-
munity standards of nine or 10 years ago
when people still believed in Dr Spock
and considered one must not in any way
cause g trauma to a transgressor—that
the transgressor must be looked after and
in the end everything would work out all
right, The ecommunity is now beginning to
come to the conclusion that perhaps we
have been wrong: and even Dr Spock has
admitted that perhaps he is the greatest
cause of the problems in the world today,
when his proteges, as it were, have reached
the ages of 21, 22, and 23, and that perhaps
his teachings were not exactly right.

The same applies to the law, and it cer-
tainly applies to the community at the
moment, The community attitude towards
transgressars is beginning to harden. It
has been the tradition of our British way
of life for many years that the attitudes
of society change from time to time. It
seems absurd that in this day and age,
when the community’s attitude towards
transgressors is hardening, the judiciary
and the magistracy to some extent have
not accepted those changes and are still
handing down very light sentences and
making it far too easy for transgressors
to return to the community and repeat
their transgressions.

Mr Hartrey: The Supreme Court recently
ovelruled sentences in three cases.

Mr YOUNG: The Supreme Court over-
ruled three sentences because this Legis-
lature made it possible for it to do so. I
want to quote a few instances where trans-
gressors who have been returned to the
community have transgressed again, as
follows—

Two men held up and robbed the
South Bunbury branch of the Com-
monwealth Bank last year. They were
subsequently caught and convicted.
Sentences handed down were three
years' imprisonment with minimum
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period before parcle of 8 months and
15 months—hardly any discourage-
ment to other prospective eriminals.

Two men arrested recently for the
armed holdup of a metropolitan area
branch of the Bank of New South
Wales were released on bail of less
than they stole. One was a Kknown
drug addict and the other was already
on bail for a previous armed holdup.

In 1972 a robbery was commitied
against the Commonwealth Bank in
Annandale, New South Wales, by three
men all of whom were on parole at
the time. One of the men robbed three
Commonwealth Bank branches whilst
on parole.

Last year at Bondi, New South
Wales, a man on parole after serving
three years of a ten-year sentence for
armed holdup held up the ANZ Bank.
He was later charged with the mur-
der of a young bank teller. The man
had previously, in 1974, robbed the
Commonwealth Bank at Kensington,
New South Wales, whilst on parole.

I could cite another three cases but I
think the message is loud and clear that
it is time the magistracy and the judiciary
started to change their attitudes in order
to reflect more accurately the community
attitudes and the fear in the community
of the kind of people we so readily return
to the community after they bhave com-
mitted serious transgressions. We must
reflect the community attitudes In our
legislation and the judiciary and the
magistracy must reflect them in their
Judgments.

We, also, have our cbllgations. We must
overcome stupidity in this place and in
other Parliaments. We must change our
habit of grandstanding. We have seen a
lot of grandstanding on both sldes of this
Hguse, and I must confess that from time
to time I have been gullty of the kind of
thing that goes on here., We have reached
the stage where members ecan virtually
stand up and, so long as there is a reporter
in the Press gallery and they know they
will get some Kind of Press, regardless of
whether it is good, bad, or Indifferent,
they are prepared to grandstand until the
cows come home.

We saw two classic examples of grand-
standing last night; and it is not un-
common. The member for Mt. Hawthorn,
in discussing the last Federal election,
dodged all around the reason why the
Liberal-Country Party Government was
returned to power and gave every reason
except the basic intelligence of the people,
During the course of his speech he talked
about the “undemocratic” boundaries of
the House of Representatives; yet in the
amendment he moved he admitted that
the very boundarles on which that par-
ticular election was held were in fact
proper according to the premise he was ex-
pounding in hls speech. In his amendment
he sald the boundaries and voting system
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for the House of Representatives and the
Senate were quite all right, but those In
Western Australia were not.

The member for Ascot then assalled the
House with a diatribe about the honesty
and decency of one Steele Hall in a
blatant and obvious attempt to try to
pretend he had some admiration for Steele
Hgall. When he sat down and the news-
papers were dellvered to us, we found
that Steele Hall and his party were about
to return to the Liberal Party.

Mr Jamieson: Having achieved one-
vote-one-value in South Australia.

Mr YQUNG: That was a last minute
addition, but the plain reason why Steele
Hall wants to return to the Liberal Party
is that he cannot win at the next election
uniess he does, and the member for
Welshpool knows that.

It is time the people of this State and
nation were given a Htile bit of credit for
the part they play in running the country.
They are sick and tired of politics, poli-
ticians, and grandstanding. Quite frankly,
what they want Is just a return to getting
on with the job of living the kind of
life we used to have some years ago.
They want an end to being told how gen-
erous Governments are with their money.

Once again, I would not be on this side
of the House if I were not critical of the
people on the other side of the House.
Once again I must say that never was
this attitude more prevalent than during
the term of the Whitlam Government,
when everything that Government spoke
about was the millions of dollars con-
tributed to the Australian community for
education, the Australian Assistance Plan,
community welfare programmes, and so
on, without ever mentioning the fact that
it was the people’s money it was giving
away. Members of that Government took
personal credit for using the resources of
the Austrazlian taxpayer, who is absolutely
sick and tired of being told how wonderful
Governments are and wants a return to
the day when he can get a little more
eredit for the contribution he has made.

A classic example of this occurred when
I opened a school In Scarborough on
Saturday. The officer representing the
Minister for Education and I made
two pertinent comments: firsily, that the
previcus Commonwealth Government did
come up with the funding, and secondly,
that it is the people’s money we are glving
back to them In regard tc the establish-
ment of the school, When we went back
to our cars, there was an Australian Labor
Party pamphlet under every windscreen
wiper saying what a wonderful job the pre-
vious Federal Government had done, but
failing to recognise the fact that it was
spending the taxpayers' money and allow-
ing the State Government to allocate the
priorities school by school.

Mr May: Where does the money come
from?
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Mr YOUNG: The taxpayer of course,
but it is about time some members
of Parliament sald 1. We are at the
crossroads ang everyone in the community
has to take responsibility for what has
happened and what has been created in
this country—the parliamentarians, the
trade unions, the judiciary, the magistracy,
the parents, the children, the educationists.
the industrialists, and the civil servants. I
am not a pessimist. I will say there is no
question that this country will again he-
come great, but unless we all get together
and accept the fact that what has hap-
pened is the collective responsibility of
everyone In the community and that only
the collective responsibility of everyone
in the c¢ommunity can selve it
we will puddle and muddle along In the
way we have been going for far too long,
as far as I am concerned, If every sectlon
of the community put in the effort and
was genuine in 1ts desire to overcome the
economic and social problems of the coun-
try, we could overcome the malalse.

I support the motion.

MR HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) [7.42
p.m.J: I am happy to support the motion,
which it might be as well to read in order
to refresh our memaories as to what it s
all about. It says—

May it please Your Excellency:

We, the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of Western
Australla in Parllament assembled,
beg to express loyalty to our Most
Graclous Sovereign, and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you have
been pleased to address to Parllament,

I am quite happy, as I have been pre-
viously, to pay my tribute of loyalty to
Our Graclous Soverelgn and to express the
traditional thanks to the Governor for
having read to us a Speech which he is
traditionally pleased to deliver. I deoubt
very much whether he gained any pleasure
from it. The expression “the Governor’s
pleasure’” is generally used in a different
context.

The motion was moved with appropriate
firmness and dignity by the member for
Greenough. I congratulate him on his con-
tribution to the debate,.

While I am in s complimentary mood
I would also like to compliment the
Premier on his choice of Governor. As a
goldfielder, I was very proud of the Gov-
ernor's appointment. He is & typical
example of “goldfields boy makes good”.
He rose from humble beginnings as a
worker in Kalgooriie to the high rank of
Alr Chief Marshal in the Royal Air Force
of the United Kingdom. That is the second
highest rank one can achieve in any of
the armed forces; it i3 equal to that of
General In the Army and Admiral in the
Navy,

He has therefore been a great man in
war and a great man in peace, and I am
very happy Indeed to congratulate him
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humbly on his appolntment, and to con-
gratulate the Premier on his good sense In
having appointed him.

I also wish to thank the Premier for his
kind remarks in respect of the Leader of
the Opposition, and to congratulate the
Leader of the Opposition for the fact that
he has so long and so worthily represented
our party in this House and given so much
good service to all the citizens of Western
Australia over a perlod exceeding 43 years.

Finally, I will congratulate another mem-
ber of whose accomplishment members
probably have not heard, I refer to the
member for Kalgoorlie. Today is the 7tk
April, 1976; the day upon which that mem-
ber was elected to Parliament was the Tth
April, 1956, so he, too, is deserving of some
congratulation.

Mr Young: No doubt you would be happs
to include the Minister for Labour anc
Industry.

Mr HARTREY: Yes, I am very happy to
include him. Having said ail the pleasant
things, I will now say that it is tradition-
ally the privilegze of members of Parlia-
ment, especially those who occupy the back
benches, to point the finger at the hon-
ourable gentlemen who are members of
the Government and Ministers of the
Crown responsihle for the various depart-
ments of Government, and to tell them
&hat our respective constituents think of

em.

I commence with the Minister for Rail-
ways. I ask a plaln, simple, guestion; It is
not a very harsh one, but I want a satis-
factory answer and so do my constituents.
Why has he seen fit to diminish from five
to four the numher of trains that run to
and fro bhetween West Kalgoorlie ang
Esperance and which convey to the port
the nickel of Redross, the gold of Norse-
man and other places, and the salt of
Widglemooltha—all places in my constitu-
ency? The said train also brings from the
Port of Esperance—which we goldfielders
regard as our port—supplies which arrlve
by sea; it also brings to us goods from the
Eastern States which come through Kal-
goorlie on the standard gauge line which
is now constructed all the way to Esper-
ance,

I have no doubt the Minister will tell
me that this is to bring about economies
and in order that the budget might be
balanced. It may be desirable to balance
budgets, but it is not desirable to balance
them at the expense of the community
itself. The community, after all, as we were
reminded quite vigorously by the previpus
speaker, includes the people who actually
produce wealth, and not merely the people
who consume it. People like myself may be
considerable consumers of many things
which they do not produce. I do not actu-
ally contribute anything at all to the real
wealth of this community, I might some-
times contribute something to its conveni-
ence, and sometimes I might contribute
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something to the defence of its persons
who have been vigorously set upon by thé
member for Scarbhorough,

However, the people of, say, Widgle-
mooltha are producing and exporting salt
in exchange for forelen goods. In this
country, it tends to reduce the Impact of
inflation when we receive foreign goods In
exchange for our own goods. The same
applies to nickel and gold. The fact remains
that these are the very places In the com-
munity that Western Australla depends
upon. Why, therefore, should they have
their prosperity to any extent diminished
by a cheeseparing and penny-pinching
policy of cutting off one train a week? I'do
not helleve it is because the line Is not
used sufficiently,

I wish now to turn my attention to the
Minister for Mines, to whom I say “Please
don't under any circumstances alter the
system of slgnalling In the mines just
because the State Mining Engineer is anxi~
ous to do so on the spurfous proposition
that it will be in conformity with the rules
of other States.,” Our miners do not work
in other States. They work in other stopes
and in winzes, and in shafts and adits; and
their means of travelllng in and out of
those places, especially in times of emer-
gency, depends entirely on a universal
acceptance and acknowledgement by all
workmen of the signals which bring to
their aid at once the conveyance they need,
whether 1§ be a skip, a cage, or a holst.
The union on the goldfields {s desirous of
one or two small changes, and the Minister
knows what they are.

Mr Mensaros; Exactly.

Mr HARTREY: Signal 1, for instance,
has two possible meanings. If the cage is
Stationary, one bell means take it up. If
the cage is not at one’s level, one bell
means bring it down. That is confusing,
and it would be better to change that;
and the men want it changed.

Apart from that, they do not want al-
terations of a drastic nature to the usual
mining signals which intimate to them the
various things they want to indicate.

Mr May: T think the Chamber of Mines
is also in agreement with that,

Mr HARTREY: Of course it is, and so
is the State Government Insurance Office;
because the Chamber of Mines does not
want tts workers slaughtered, and the
SGIO certainly does not want to have to
compensate all their widows!

The danger signal means that the cage
must not be moved until further signals
are given. All these things are vital to the
safety and security of mineworkers. I
would say without hesitation that the
death of one hard rock miner in Western
Australia would far outweigh the loss of
face of any official of the Mines Depart-
ment, however exalted.

3%

I urgently request that the Minister does
not consent to or promulgate these
changes, because they are highly dan-
gerous and completely unacceptable to em-
ployers and employees. I understand this
applies also to Collle, but I am speaking
on hehalf of Kalgoorlle and not Collie.

Those are the first two Ministers with
whom I have some remonstrances. How-
ever, I come now to perhaps the sharpest
of my searching glances, which I direct at
the Minister for Labour and Industry even
though it is his anniversary. 1 want to
talk to him about a subject upon which
I am sure I have often bored this House
and will probably do so again. I shall not
do so very much longer; but as long as
I am here 1 will not desert the case of the
silicotic miner,

The SPEAKER: Would the honourable
member please speak up.

Mr HARTREY: I am decing my best to
do so, Sir, but if I am not being heard
I will speak louder,.

The SPEAKER: I ask members to watch
the level of their conversations.

Mr HARTREY: Thank you, Sir. As I
was not heing interrupted, I presumed I
was being heard; but I will speak louder.

The fact remains that the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office, which is the
compulsory insurer of all mineworkers
throughout the State, will at the drop of
a hat and upon any trumped-up or pre-
fabricated pretext, refuse a silicotic miner
his claim to compensation. I propose to
give some examples of fthis which will
really rock you, Sir, if you have a con-
science that can be rocked.

I will not mention the names of any
men, T will mention them by letter, but
I can assure members that I have the files
here with me if anyone wishes to ascertain
whether I am telling the whole truth or
fust simply telling the truth.

These are the facts: First of all let us
take the case of Mr A. Members may think
Mr A has not very much merit, but they
will find out that the SGIO ultimately
believed that he does have. Mr A was
85 years of age when he resigned from the
mines, and he toock out his pension im-
mediately. He was glad to get out of the
shafts and went on a pension. He applied
for workers’ compensation for pneumo-
contosis, and the Medical Board decided
he did not have pneumoconiosis, which
was & very good thing for him. He accepted
that verdict and went on the pension and
lived on it.

Presently his health began to deteriorate
and some nine years later he again pre-
sented himself for examination. He was
declared by the board then to have 30 per
cent silicosis and 70 per cent other causes
of incapacity. In other words he was totally
unflt for work, of which unfitness 30 per
cent was due to the Industrial disease.
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He was told that he had suffered no
economliec loss. There might at first sight
appear to he some sort of pretext for that
argument, although there is not really be-
cause the mere fact that a man is not
earning wages but is living on the pension
does not mean he is not suffering economic
loss; but for his loss of health he could
at any time choose to return to work for
wages.

When I first saw this ecase I thought it
was a rather hard one, but I was quite
satisfied that it was right, and T knew 1t
was consistent with the law. I took it up,
and an officer quite well placed in the
Crown Law Department sald I was right
and advised that the man should recelve
compensation; and he did.

Now I have another case; that of Mr B
who was a timber worker of 64 years of
age who stimply could not work until he
was 65 because he was totally incapaci-
tated for work. Re was fouiid to have 40
per cent silicosls and 60 per cent other
causes. He was found to be totally unfit
for work; and he applied not for a pension
but for compensation.

He was told that he had suffered no
economic loss. For goodness sake, what do
the words “economic loss” mean in the
English language, as contrasted with the
language of the State Government Insur-
ance Office? What economic asset has an
unfortunate working man except his ability
to earn by the sweat of his brow & living
for himself and his wife and children?
This man had total loss, not solely be-
cause of work In the mines but because
of total loss of health, 40 per cent of which
was due to work in the mines, and accord-
ing to law that is a compensable disease
.f.ztnd he was entitled to compensation for
it.

However, the SGIO told him he had
suffered no economic loss. That man s not
being pald compensation. However, the
man who suffered 30 per cent silicosis and
who had lived on the pension for nine
years Is receiving compensation; yet the
man who had to knock off work, even
thougsh he was still of working age, and
had to apply for compensation was refused
on the ground that he suffered no economic
loss. I would like the Minister to find out
why that is the situation.

The astonishing part of this is that the
Crown Law officer who advised the Min-
ister that Mr A should get compensation,
also advised that Mr B should not get
compensation, even though Mr B's case is
far more meritorious than Mr A’s case.

There is another aspect which is caus-
ing great anxiety to the union at the
present time; and that is the Pneumoconi-
osis Medical Board itself. I spoke on this
subject in a grievance debate last year,
and I raised the point that the Pneumo-
coniosis Medical Board was not being pro-
perly instructed as to its legal duties. In
a number of cases, in fact 15, men applied
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for examination by the board and recelved
letters telling them that thelr X-ray films
did not indicate they had pneumoconiosis,
so they did not need to be examined.

The Ach expressly says that the board
shall conduct a clinical examination. A
clinical examination is contrasted with an
X-ray examination. Both are vital; both
are necessary. If the X-ray picture shows
no appreciahle pneumoconiosis it is un-
likely that the clinical examination will
reveal it. At the same time if the law
says that a person shall do both, he shall
do both; and they have not been doing so,
at least with pneumoconiosis. But worse
than that is happening. Because the doc-
tors are not being given proper legal in-
structions they are coming to the most
ridiculous conclusions. I ask members to
listen to this. I have here the case of a
man., Again I will not give names because
these people are clients of mine and they
are professional secrets at the moment. I
am sure the men would not mind giving
their names to any member who wished to
see them. The Medical Board certified
about this man as follows—

Is the worker suffering from pneumo-
coniosis? The answer is Yes. Silicosis
and chronic bronchitis. 70 per cent.

There is no other cause at all for the
incapacity as far as this man is concerned
except pneumocohiosis, which is 70 per
cent pneumoconjosis. In other words, he
has lost 70 per cent of the use of his Iungs
as far as work is concerned. The next
question is—

If so, is he thereby disabled from

earning full wages?
If not, of course, he did not have an acci-
dent within the meaning of the Act. The
board sald that he was not thereby dis-
abled from earning full wages. He had lost
70 per cent of his capacity to work but he
was not disabled from earning full wages.
The board added the astonishing rider,
“hut he is really unfit.” How can the board
say that he is not disabled from earning
full wages but he is unfit to work? The
reason it said so is not because of dis-
honesty. Members should not think that
this is a deliberately dishonest opinion,
Doctors do not understand what the
meaning of the expression is and ‘they
should be told by the department what
the Act says and what they are supposed
to find.

Doctors find the medical facts but if
they do not know the meaning of the
expression “disabled from earning full
wages” they can easily he focled. It so
happened that this man was earning
wages when he went for his examination.
The board found that he had 70 per
cent sllicosis, I refer to the definition of
that expression in section 5 of the Act. It
was I who was responsible for that defini-
tion. I took the definition of “disabled from
earning full wages” from a Court of Ap-
peal decision in England in 1910. I do not
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claim any patent on it. The definition is
“rendered less able to earn full wages”.
How could anybody say that a man who
has lost 70 per cent of lung function is not
thereby rendered less able {o earn full
wages even if he is earning them?

The next case is a 60 per cent case;
the doctors gave the same result. Again
there was no complicating cause other
than pneumoconiosis. Again the man
was held to be not “disabled from earning
full wages” so he got no compensation at
all because he had not had an accident
within the meaning of the Act.

The last example is of a man who had
40 per cent disablement from earning
full wages. He was not earning any wages
at the time so apparently he was disabled
from earning full wages. In other words,
40 per cent of lung disease disables miner
C from earning full wages—and therefore
he is entitled to compensation—hbut 60
per cent of the same disease in another
miner does not disable him and 70 per
cent in another miner does not disable
him. One is entitled to compensation if
one has 40 per cent disablement but one
is not entitled if one has 60 per cent or
70 per cent of the same disease, That is
s0 grossly unjust on the face of it as to
undermine the confidence of the miners
in the unfortunate Medical Board. I am
not blaming the board. I am simply say-
ing that it is vp to the Government to
ensure that there are proper instructions
on the schedules which the doctors are
supposed to sign to show what they are
all about, Members should not fell me
that this is a revolutionary idea,

In 1906 in England a Liberal Goverin-
ment introduced the industrial diseases
section of its Workers’ Compensation Act.
To give the certifylng surgeon and in turn,
if there was an appeal, the medical referee,
an idea of what they were supposed to
find as a matter of fact and what the
result wounld be in law if they came to
certaln findings, those instructions were
printed on the forms.

Even the doctors sometimes went astray.
Doctors are not always terribly gcod at
reading instruetions and sometimes are
not very good at writing them. I have seen
so many certificates from specialists in
Perth which are either ambiguous or un-
grammatical that I am rather taken aback.
At the same time, with the instructions
which were given on the Government
forms, the doctors in Britain acted fairly
well. In law they are the fAinders of the
medical facts. No-one has the right to
direct them on that subject because no-one
not qualified would know. I am not pre-
suming to tell them but I am asking that
someone tell thermn the meaning of “dis-
abled from earning full wages”. That is
something I want the Minister to do some-
thing about.

I come to another aspect of insurance. 1
preface this with a question: Are jockeys
people? Some time ago I was at a big race
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meeting and there were some very portly
looking owners, trainers and bockmakers
standing at the fence watching the mag-
nificent horses coming out of the paddock.
I do not know much about racing, thank
God, but I know a little about workers'
compensation. One fellow said, “There is
no doubt that only racing can prove the
breed of horses.” I saild, “What does it do
to the breed of men?"' Jockeys weigh about
T+ stone and as the animals' proportions
improve the breed of man dimishes. So I
am not really quite ceriain whether jockeys
are people, but I think they are. I shall
speak on their behalf tonight anyway.

I have here a letter from the State Gov-
ernment Insyrance Office. It is not ad-
dressed to me but it is addressed and it
has a date and a signature on it. It says—

Thank you for your letter of June
i6th. As jockeys are not classified as
workers under the terms of the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act a special policy
was arranged between the WA Twri
Club and myself on the basis that
jockeys be covered at the rate of 370
a week, this rate still being in effect
at the present time.

That was done in 1969 and that rate is
still in effect in 1875, and it is the maxi-
mum. I do not wish to be didactic or dic-
tatorial or to read out & lung lecture on
legal matters but the Act says in effect
that a person who works for wages. male
or female, juvenile or adult, and even
sometimes if he is working in an illegal
occupation, is entitled to workers' compen-
sation if he suffers personal injury from
an accident arising out of or in the course
of his employment.

An exception is a policeman, unless he
is killed. If he is killed his widow receives
the same compensation as any other
worker's widow. If he is not killed the
Police Department pays him full wages,
not part wages, and 1t also gives him hos-
pital and medical benefits. So he does not
need workers’ compensation through ar-
rangements within the Police Department.
Of course a policeman’s widow would get
nothing except workers’ compensation. She
would get exactly the same as any other
widow in the State.

Of course, jockeys are not included
specifically in the Act. If one looks at
the Act one will not find that miners or
other workers are mentioned. The Act
simply says that the term “worker” means
so-and-so. ‘Thanks to the generosity of the
Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party the
definition of the worker also includes cer-
tain contractors if they are independently
contracting for their labour and nothing or
very little else, Of course jockeys are work-
ers—there js not the slightest doubt about
that—but do members think that they are
going to get any compensation? They are
not. The State Government Insurance Of-
fice has & special contract for that; and
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what is more, they have to pay for their
workers' compensation, That is strictly for-
bidden by law.

Let me read sections 13, 20 and 21 of the
Act. Section 13 says—

It shall be obligatory for every em-
ployer to obtain from an incorporated
insurance office approved by the Min-
ister a policy of insurance for the full
amount of the liahility to pay compen-
sation under this Act to all workers
employed by him. except when an in-
surer is permitted by the board to re-
fuse insurance for that liability.

Section 20 says—

From and after the commencement
of this section, the provisions of this
Act shall apply and have effect in all
cases notwithstanding any contract to
the contrary heretofore or hereafter
made or entered into.

That certainly has not been done in the
case of the poor jockeys. 1 believe—I stand
subject to correction—that the jockeys are
paid so much for a winning ride, so much
for a losing ride and sometimes get addi-
tional money from a trainer or perhaps get
a share in a bet. At all events, jockeys have
to make a contribution out of what they
earn to cover the premiums on this famous
policy of workers’ compensation which the
WA Turf Club has: I wrote and asked for
a copy of this document and I was told I
could not have one and that it was a confi-
dential matter between the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office and the WATC,
Jockeys are not working for the WATC.
Some of them are indentured and when
they are indentured they are covered by
workers’ compensation because the Act
expressly says that any apprentice is cov-
ered.

A jockey gets compensation untll he
ceases to be an apprentice after which he
does not get compensation at all. That
really explains why I asked: Are jockeys
pegple? Section 21 of the Act says—

It shall not be lawful for any em-
ployer o any person on his behalf, or
for any insurers or any person on their
behalf, to direetly or indirectly take
or receive any money from any worker
whether by way of deduction from
wages or otherwise howsoever, in res-
pect of any llability of an employer
to pay compensation under this Act.

I know that for many years this has been
flouted. It is a regular clause in tribute
agreements that the tributer shall insure
himself as a worker. That has been the
practice for many years. Section 21 is cer-
tainly the law in relation to jockeys as well
as to fributers and everybody else who is a
worker; and it has been flouted, I ask the
Minister to do something about it. Also 1
ask him to let me Ipok at that agreement
because I do not bhelieve a member of Par-
liament should not have access to a copy of
a document made by a Government depart-
ment,
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I think that covers most of the matters
I wished to discuss on those subjects. There
are other matters of Importance and some
of them have been tackled hy the member
for Wembley. I compliment him on his
courage, I think he made a magnificent
effort to deliver a philosophic discourse on
the moral state of the couniry and I
agree with a lot of what he said. He also
spoke on the economic state of the coun-
try, but I cannot say that I heartily agree
with him there.

Mr Young: When you disagree with me
call me the member for Wembley; but
when you agree with me, I am the mem-
ber for Scarborough.

The SFEAKER: Order!

Mr HARTREY: It is all right, Mr
Speaker. The honourable member is being
helpful,

The SPEAKER: Order! If the member
for Scarborough wants to indulge in dis-
orderly interjections, he should remain in
his own seat.

Mr HARTREY: I beg your parden, Mr
ﬁ;iaeaker. I should not have spoken up for
Im,

I wish to deal with some of the matters
ralsed by the honourable member. He sald
that it was a sheer lack of productlvity in
this country which was producing inflation.
I am very sorry to say that I fall to visual-
ise how inflatlon and deflation are pro-
duced by productivity. They are produced
by the owners of large accretions of capital.
The big bank owners of the world are the
money spiders which keep the whole
capitalist system in subjection.

There are two prime causes of the sub-
jection of all kinds of workers, including
not only those who work for wages but also
those workers in industry who are employ-
ing workers. Workers and employers alike
are “workers” in the true sense of the word
because they are all producing wealth,
Those with all the accumulated capital are
generously allowing them to work by rent-
ing them their money at exorbitant rates
of interest, interest which would make
people in earlier days shudder,

The SPEAKER: The honourahle member
has another 10 minutes.

Mr HARTREY: That is one source of
enslavement; and the other is private
ownership of land. A man maust have land
on which to live, and he must have land
frcm which to live, As he does not own it
himself he has to pay the owner for the
right to he alive. That was very obvious
under the feudal system, It is very well
disguised under the capitalist system, but
it is equally true under both systems.

If the baron or the earl owned half the
County of EKent and the farms in the
county on which the serfs teiled for three
or four days a week and had to spend the
other two—because they dared not work
on the Sabbath in those days—-on the
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lord’s farm to produce his grain of various
kinds and look after his sheep or cattle,
it is ohvious that they were his slaves.
They were not chatiel slaves, but were ob-
viously his serfs, which was the word I
used, and were obviously subjected to his
whim and dependent on his generesity. As
the honourable member put i, he gener-
ously allowed them to be allve. What Is
maore, in those times he had the rights of
what are, in our old French language, La
petite, la moyenne, et la haule justice;
that is, the small, the middle, and the high
justice.

He had a right to fine them part of thelr
hard-earned gains out of the three ¢or four
days a week, which was the small justice.
He had a right to flog them, which was the
middle justice; and he had the right to
hang them, which was the high justice—
very hight!

He does not have the same right now,
not so crudely put, but the system works
in the same way in the economy we enjoy.
A smal] percentage of the community owns
all the land and, because it owns all the
land, it owns all the capital and generously
allows people to live on the land for rent
which the owner does not earn, and gen-
erously allows the borrower to borrow at
10 to 20 per cent and even sometimes 25
and 30 per cent, as I learnt when I was
a member of the Honorary Royal Commis-
sion on hire purchase. Some rates were
ttzven higher than that for the really des-

itute.

How can it be said, whether or not we are
all producing goods that we will all have
a good time, so long as the rent can be put
up the minute & person makes a little
money?

Take an ordinary hotel in a small town
for which the hotel owner charges the
licensee $20 a week rent because that is
what the trade will stand. Suddenly gold
is found nearby angd there is a rush on the
hotel. The licensee will not make much
extra money, but the landlord will, because
the rent is immediately increased to $200 a
week. What has the owner of that pub
done to justify his getting $200 a week
when he obtained only $20 a week be-
fore? Nothing.

What has the licensee done? He must
do a whole lot more work including after-
hours trading. In fact many publlcans pay
guite an amount in fines for this reason.
The licensee must increase the wages of
his employees and do a whole heap of
extra things.

I know of the experience of a man in
Perth abouf 35 years ago. He owned a big
rich hotel and was doing very well sitting
back and renting it. Subsequently he put
himself Into a business and started to give
service to the community by selling motor-
cars. However, he soon lost his hotel and
went broke., As long as he bludged and
produced nothing he was all right, but as
soon as he started to work he went broke.
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It must be realised that the ideal of
capitalism which the member for Scar-
borough submitted, although philosophi-
cally appealing and sounding quite rational
as a result of the eloquent enthuslasm
for which he is noted, is not really in
keeping with the facts.

I ask anyone who sets himself up as an
expert, no matter what his political phi-
losophy, to explain to e how we can avoid
impoverishment and exploitation in any
community where the large accumulations
of capital and the title deeds to the land
are in the possession of a very small
minority. That seems to be the problem
and is the $64 000 question for tonight.

I will turn now to one more problem. I
asked a question of the member for Scar-
borough and, as always, he gave me an
honest answer. I asked him how it was that
in countries like Chine and Russia where
the land does not helong to a very small
minority of people and where great accu-
mulations of wealth are not to be found in
any small coterie of people, there is no in-
flation today. My statement is a fact.

I remember beihg interested in this
subject as a child at school. The French
franc was worth nine pence by comparison
with the 12 pence to an English shilling
which was exactly the same as a German
shilling. The Russian rouble was worth
two shillings. Today it is worth the same
as the Australian dollar. Why s it that
those countries are not troubled with in-
flation? It is for the reason I give, which
is that they have escabed from the two
primary grasps which the monopolistic
class has always had, whether it consisted
of feudals, barons, earls, or just beer barrel
barons and huge financial money castle
OwWners.

Mr Young: What is more, there are not
too many strikes and they have to work
a lot harder,

Mr Skidmore: There were many more
strikes there last year than in any other
country in the world,

Mr Young: They must be starting to go
down the drain then,

Mr HARTREY: I am sorry to say that
is news to the member for Boulder-
Dundas,

Mr Bryce:
learn.

Mr HARTREY: No, I hope not. No man
is too old to learn until he is dead.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has another two minutes,

Mr HARTREY: That will be quite suffi-
cient. It will alsp no doubt be sufficient
for my listeners. In fact, I anticipate their
feelings and so conclude by thanking
everyone for all the courtesy extended to
me. I also congratulate again the mover of
the motion, and all the others I mentioned
at the outset,

But he 1s not too old to
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MR McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall} [8.25
p.m.]l: The Address-in-Reply debate glves
each member an opportunity to talk about
the problems in his electorate and to bring
to the notice of the Government letters
received containing complaints and also
requests for assistance to rectlfy those
complaints if possible. My electorate is
no different from a number of others in
that the usual problems exist. I refer to
such things as the need for more housing
in certain areas. There has been an up-
grading of the tncomes of a number of the
wheatgrowers in my electorate and this
has in furn increased employment and in-
creased the demand for housing. I know
progress has been made in this direction
and that more progress will be made in
the near future,

One area of concern to me Involves the
Railways Department which has been em-
barking on a campaien or a method of
administration to effect economies. It has
been reducing certain services—bus ser-
vices and others-—-in an endeavour to effect
these economies and thus Kkeep freight
rates and costs down, If the Railways De-
partment can effectively keep freight rates
and costs down without reducing services,
it will be a good thing. Therefore I hope
that in its efforts to keep freight rates
down it will still be able to provide the
services which exist at present,

I think in the Press recently it was
stated that the Railways Department had
a loss of something like $7 million, and it
has a crippling Interest bill of approxi-
mately $14 million. When one contem-
plates these figures, one does not need to
be a Rhodes scholar to envisage that even
with the economies the department is at-
tempting to implement there Is a suspicion
that freight rates could be raised in the
not-too-distant future., This of course
causes concern because of the extra costs
involved to the people living in the rele-
vant areas. The increases will apply not
only tﬂ my electorate, but to many others
as well,

There is an ever-present and constant
need for water supplies and the need for
finance to be made available to help far-
mers fo sink dams and to make other
improvements by way of equipment for
bores, and so on.

I know that recently there was an in-
crease in the allowance made under the
farm key dam scheme to enable greater
amounts of money to be made available to
farmers in order that they might increase
their water supplies. This has met a need,
but it will not meet the needs of all. It is
helping in some directions.

Many services enjoyed automsatically by
those living in the metropolitan area and
closer higger towns are the subject of
numerous requests to me, These include
the provision of an automatic telephone
service and a television service,
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Of course, I know that television and
telephones come under the jurlsdiction of
the Federal Government but at the same
time we do have a manager in this State
and he could do quite a lot to alleviate
the problems associated with the services.
People in & number of my areas still can-
not get a decent TV picture gn many
nights of the week.

Education facilities are always undet
scrutiny and are in need of improvement
in a number of areas. The problem of
hostels is constantly brought to my at-
tentlon by those who are concerned, As I
have mentioned previously, there is a
problem in the town of Wyalkatchem.

Recently 1 asked a questlon of the Min-
ister for Education; I asked him the num-
ber of library and resource centres which
have been provided for primary schools
in Western Australia. The reply was that
altogether 86 centres had been provided
for primary schools, and 20 of those were
outside the metropolitan area. As I un-
derstood the position, the junior high
schools and the high schools were to bLe
provided with these facilities before the
department went down the line to primary
schools. The question has been ratsed in
one of my areas where the people have
heen recquesting a library-rescurce centre
for their junior high school, but it has
not been provided, So, I do intend to
press this matter with the Minister for
Education.

I come now to a motion moved in this
House last year by the member for Gerald-
ton which was for the appointment of a
Royal Commission to inquire into the cost
of living and the lack of services in country
areas. It will be recalled that we on this
side of the House moved to amend the
motion so that the Consumer Affairs
Bureau would conduct an inguiry through-
out the State. That amendment was even-
tually agreed to and, as members are well
aware, the Consumer Affairs Bureau is In
the process of conducting inquiries in a
number of areas. Those inquiries will be
beneficial to the ecommunities involved and
no doubt the matters I have mentioned
will be referred to the officers, whoever
they might be, and that must help to pro-
vide better facillties and services in the
areas concerned. I know the Minister and
the bureau are keen In their efforts to-
wards that end.

I understand—or I believe—that the
inguiry will not be just a matter of col-
lecting evidence and then doing nothing
about it. When the evidence ls collected
and analysed action will be taken to Im-
prove the services to and the facilities in
the areas in which the inquiries are made.

I would like to refer to some comments
made by the member for Fremantle the
other evening. The honourable member is
not usually vindictive but occasionally he
has a shot at the National Country Party,
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He seems to take a delight in having shots
at our party and usually he attracts some
attention and some interjections.

Mr Thompson: You have heard about
uni?n bashing; he is iIndulging in CP bash-
ing!

Mr McPHARLIN: A number of people
have indulged in it in recent times.

Mr Bryce: You are the only person who
will defend the matter, too.

Mr McPHARLIN: The member for Fre-
mantle criticised the percentage of votes
which the Country Party attracted at the
last Federal election. His criticism was
that 11 per cent of the votes won 23 seats
for the Country Party, and that we should
not have won that number of seats after
atitracting only 11 per cent of the voties.
I have been able to obtain some figures
and I intend to try to explain to the mem-
ber for Fremantle just how the sltuation
came gbout,

During the Federal election the Country
Party contested 41 seats out of a total of
127. Of the 41 seats which the party con-
tested, it won 23—about 55 per cent.

Mr Hartrey: The party was a good judge
of the right seats to contest.

Mr McPHARLIN: If my figures are cor-
rect, and I have no reason to doubt them,
the ALP contested 119 seats.

Mr Skidmore: But we took the good with
the bad.

Mr McPHARLIN: Of that 119 seats the
Labour Party won 35, which is in the
vicinity of about 29 per cent. As a matter
of Interest. the Liberal Party contested 99
seats and won 69 and that percentage is
much higher—in the vicinity of 70 per
cent. So, when a party contests only one-
third of the seats, the percentage of votes
which it attracts must be considerably
lower than for those parties which con-
test a greater number of seats. 1 khow
the member for Fremantle is capable of
working out his own figures but I think
he conveniently forgot to mention the
figures I have brought forward. I have
mentioned them to put him on the right
track.

The member for Warren criticised the
previous coalition Government for its pro-
cedure and policy, during the 1960s, of re-
leasing large areas of land. It will be
recalled that during that period approxi-
mately one million acres of land were being
released each year. The area was not quite
that large, but it was close to it.

As I understood the criticism from the
member for Warren, he thought too much
land was released and too many farmers
who were being placed on the land did not
have the potential to develop and main-
tain it.

Mr H. D. Evans: That is dead right. You
sold the land below cost and encouraged
people to go onto it.

as

Mr McPHARLIN: The Government of
the day acted in accordance with the
wishes of the people.

Mr H. D. Evans: You created the wishes.
You sold below cost and pushed the land
onto the people.

Mr McPHARLIN: There was a great de-
mand for land at that time and when it
was released up to 30, 40, or 50 applica-
tions were received for each block. I know
of one instance where there were 125 ap-
plications for one block

Mr H. D. Evans: The atmosphere was
generated purely for political reasons. You
ignored the experts and that is why some
people are in bhother today.

Mr McPHARLIN; If there is a demand
for land sureiy the Government ls charged
with the responsibility to develop the
country when it has vast areas sultable
for agricultural purposes.

The SPEAKER: Order! Would the
gentieman in the gallery please take a
seat.

Mr McPHARLIN: Surely the Govern-
ment has a responsibility to the people.

Mr H. D. Evans: It sure has!

Mr McPHARLIN: The Government has
a responsibility to develep land, and the
conditional purchase method is regarded
as one of the best to allow people to apply
for land and acquire a property in order
to Increase production which is so neces-
sary in this State, not only for home con-
sumption, but also for world markets. De-
velopment is necessary to increase incomes
and contribute to the economy, which, in
turn, contributes to our standard of living.

Mr Jamieson: How do you reconcile your
remarks with your attitude to the West-
ern Development Corporation? You op-
posed their proposition.

Mr McPHARLIN: That
argument,

Mr Jamieson: Yes, but the aim was to
open up an area of land.

Mr McPHARLIN: When we developed
the land there was a demand for it and 1
believe the Government acted correctly in
releasing that land.

Mr H. D. Evans;: That is my criticism:
develop it at any cost!

Mr McPHARLIN: During 1968 the area
of land being released was reduced, and
then in 1969 we had a drought.

Mr H, D. Evans: You were warned by
those who knew.

Mr McPHARLIN: The release of land
was curtailed but I repeat: surely a Gov-
ernment has a responsibility when people
are willlng and have a very sincere desire
to go out and develop properties. It was
the responsibility of the Government to
endeavour to meet those requirements and
provide what was needed in the way of
new land.

is another
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Although the release of land was reduced
during the drought, and during the wheat
quota period, and although wool prices
were down for some time, again there is
a resurgence of a demand for land, People
are wanting land released in a number of
areas at the present time, and I know I
am not the only member receiving inquiries
in that direction. I hope that before long
the Government will release a little more
land., Some land has been released but the
demand is growing and I believe the land
could be released on a restricted basis. I
do not believe 1t should be released in
large areas, but on a restricted basis to
meet the requirements of those people who
are urgently in need of it.

I can speak from experience, as can
other members who took part in the de-
velopment of a number of blocks of land,
and I know it is a lengthy job to develop
new country. It takes years and consider-
able peatience is required. Those pecple
who are willing to develop land should be
encourazed to do so, and not be discour-
aged.

I was interested to read an article in
The West Australian recently, written
by a former Lebor Premier of Western
Australia (Mr Frank Wise). In the course
of his article he referred to s previous
Labor Government and said that the Labor
Government created, and made possible,
the Bulk Handling Act of 1935.

Those words were of interest to me and
to a number of older members of Parlia-
ment. As a result I endeavoured to find
out just what went on af that time and
it transpires that the move to create bulk
handling facilities for wheatgrowers com-
menced much earlier. It commenced In
1913, was revived in 1918, and was dropped
until 1930-1932, Referring to Hansard,
volume 88, 1932, It will be seen that the
Bill to establish the co-operative bulk
handling organisation was introduced by
the Hon. J. Lindsay, who was the Minister
for Works at the time. The Government of
the day was a Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment. The Bill was introduced by Mr
Lingsay, debated, and then referred to a
Select Committee. However, despite the
recommendation of the Select Committes
the Bill was rejected.

It was not until later that the legisla-
tion was revised again because of the de-
mand by the wheatgrowers. Despite that
setback, the company was formed and in
1933 capital funds were contributed trom
the Wheat Pool and Westralian Farmers
Co-op Lid., and the company came inio
operation on the 5th April, 1933. It was
not until February, 1836, after a change
of Government, that the legislation was
agreed to, and the Bulk Handling Act
was proclalmed at that time. The Premier
of the day was Mr Colller. So for Mr
Wise to claim that the Labor Party cre-
ated, Intreduced, and made possible the
Bulk Handling Act is not entlrely correct.
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Mr Jamleson:
either.

Mr McPHARLIN: Preparation was come
menced in 1913, it was revised in 1918,
and revised again in 1930. Then Westral~
ian Farmers Co-op Ltd. and the growers
formed the company themselves. It can
be said that the Labor Party was in office
gvhen the legislatlon was actually agreed
0.

Mr Bertram: It has never heen in power.

Mr Skidmore: That was one Bill the
conservatives let through!

Mr McPHARLIN: So it 1s not quilte true
to say that the Labor Party created the
company.

I am golng to offer some congratuia-
tions to the Premier, ang this will surprise
one or two members in the House,

Mr Bertram: What's that? Repeat.

Mr Bryce: You had better not let Mr
Reld hear you.

Mr McPHARLIN: I intend to congretul-
ate the Premler on a speech he made when
he copened the Farmers' Union conference.

Mr Berfram: Did he mean 1?

Mr McPHARLIN: I have a copy of part
of his speech here before me. This is the
Press report of the Premler’s comments.

Mr Barnett: It must be true then!

Mr Bryce: He wlll say anything, at any
time, to anybody.
Mr McPHARLIN: The Premier sald—
The State Government would act
on any proposal only when it was
satisfied that a clear majority of the
praducers were in favor of it.
Mr Hartrey: Hear, hear!

Mr McPHARLIN: To continue--

Sir Charles stressed '“You can bet
that when anything is put up, we’ll
do our homework thoroughly.

“We'll be looking for feedback on
the idea, as hard as we can go.

Mr Bertram: And a few votes!
Mr McPHARLIN: It goes on to say—

“These are enthusiastic people who
are determined to do their very best
by thelr constituents—

Mr Coyne: Are you llstening?
Mr McPHARLIN: The report contin-
ues—
—and If I don't take notice of them,
they will socn react.

“So 1 suggest to you, here at your
most important conference of the
year, that you, teo do your homework
just as thoroughly.”

He suggested the Union should look
for all effects and side effects of any
propasal, and for & formula that
would fit into the economy without
destroying the things that could be
of advantage later.

Not entirely incorrect
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This {s the part I want members to listen
to—
Elaborating on Liberal Party views
on orderly marketing, SIr Charles
sald:—

Mr Skidmore: They haven't got any.

Mr McPHARLIN: To continue—
) “We do belleve in orderly market-
ng—

Mr Skidmore: Disorderly!

Mr McFHARLIN: It continues—
—and as long as we're cgnvinced that
a clear majority of primary producers
want an orderly marketing scheme,
ptre will enact legislatlon to provide
! '”
Mr Skidmore: They have been a long
time taking control of the beef indusiry.

Mr McPHARLIN: I congratulate the
Preinier, because at last he has accepted
Country Party policy.

Mr Jamieson: Don't be too sure of it.

Mr McPHARLIN: It has been a long
fight, but at last I think—

Mr T. H. Jones: Democratic sociglism!
Let us see it implemented.

Mr McPHARLIN: The article contin-
ues—

Producers would have strong rep-
resentation on any authority and the
industry conecerned—

Country Party pelicy, and it is very good
to see.

Mr Skidmere: Those Country Party
Ministers want to look out—there is a
new challenger coming on tonight.

Mr McPHARLIN: So we see here that
at the Farmers’ Union conference the
Premier admitted our policles were accept-
able, and he sald so when he opened this
functicn,

Mr H. D. Evans: How many years had
ylou obeen in coalition before this revela-
tlon?

Mr McPHARLIN: It is most encourag-
ing to see it.

Mr Skidmore: That is not fair!

Mr McPHARLIN: I beg your pardon—I
did not hear the interjection?

Mr H. D. Evans: How long had you
been in coalition before this revelation
struck?

Mr McPHARLIN: I said it had been a
long hard fight.

" Mr H. D. Evans: You sald what harmony
existed!

Mr McPHARLIN: Do I have to repeat
it—7T said it had been a long hard fight?

Mr Hartrey: Never mind what you said.

Mr Sodeman: An harmonicus fight!

Mr McPHARLIN: The leader writer for

the Farmers' Weekly commented on the
Premier’s remarks the following week, and
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he interpreted them to mean that the
Government would help in the formation
of any organised marketing scheme, pro-
viding that the majority of producers
requested such a system, although the
Government would have to be satisfled
that the majority of producers did want
it. So it sounds quite all right.

Now whenever we talk about any sort
of scheme that may help to iron out the
violent fluctuations in agricultural pro-
duce, and a scheme that may assist in
organising a market—call it what one likes,
even if it means a system of levies on
the producers, it is a system of organising
a market to iron out the Auctuations—
we always get the interjection from the
other side. and the leader-elect of the
Labor Party never misses—

Mr Bertram: Quite right!

Mr McPHARLIN: —the chance to say
that such a scheme is soclalistic.

Mr Bertram: He is an exXpert on the
question.

Mr McPHARLIN: He knows it is not
socialism, and he interjects only to attract
some response,

Mr Jamieson: The trouble with you is
that you would not know a socialist if
you tripped over him in your own elec-
torate.

Mr McPHARLIN: It has never been a
policy of the Country Party to develop
socialist philosophy.

Mr Jamieson: Well,
kEnow.

Mr McPHARLIN: This is not socialism.

Mr Jamieson: If you study your history,
you will see the Country Party was re-
garded as a rural socialist movement.

Mr McPHARLIN: To follow a socialistic
trend would mean—

Mr Bertram: Have a look at the defini-
tion of it.

Mr McPHARLIN: —that we would
organise a marketing scheme with the
Government having complete control.

Mr Jamieson: That is not so.

Mr McPHARLIN: We have never advo-
cated that, and we do not belleve in it.

Mr Jamieson: You want some totali-
tarian system.

Mr McPHARLIN: We want the pro-
ducers toc organise their own marketing
systems, but not a Government-controlled
one.

Mr Skidmore: You had some trouble
with such a scheme recenily.

Mr McPHARLIN: We had a little bit
of trouble.

Mr Skidmore: You would have a lot
more with that philosophy.

Mr McPHARLIN: That is not socialism,
and we have not advocated it.

that is all you
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Mr Jamieson: You might convince your-
self, but not a student of polities.

Mr McPHARLIN: We have never advo-
cated that the Government take control of
any particular marketing organisation it
may propose to set up.

Mr Bertram: Let us get back to the
Premier,

Mr Skidmore: Oh, no, leave him out
of it—we have had enough of him.

Mr Jamiescn: He has gone away.

Mr McPHARLIN: Another matter which
I think is worthy of some criticism tonight
is the current dispute affecting the waool
industry. I suppose most members have
followed this dispute in the Press, and
they know what is going on. In The West
Australian of the 5th April we saw the
headline, “Union ban holds up 100000
bales”. That amount of wocl is worth
something like $5 million.

Mr Bertram: If you can sell it!

Mr McPHARLIN: On the 6th April, we
saw ancother headline, *"Wool dispute
worsens”. We are told that about 1800
members of the Storemen and Packers'
Union throughout Australia have been
stood down.

Mr Sodeman: They have all gone quiet!

Mr Skidmore: We have not gone quiet—
we are listening.

Mr McPHARLIN: In 1966 the maximum
bale weight was negotiated with the union,
and a weight of 204.1kg was agreed to.
Now the union wants to bring this down
to 180 kg-—a difference of 53 pounds.

Mr Skidmeore: You still want to see the
coolles In Singapore towing a rich feudal
lord along in a rickshaw!

Mr McPHARLIN: The argument Is
about 53 pounds.

Mr Skidmore: That Is what you want.

Mr McPHARLIN: For a mere 53 pounds,
the union i1s holding the wocl Industry to
Tansom.

Mr Skidmore: So it should be—it can
afford the union's claims.

Mr McPHARLIN: How can we expect—

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Skidmore: I agree—a blt of order.

Mr McPHARLIN: How can we expect
the community to support the Storemen
and Packers’ Unjon when it acts In this
way? Why does it not negotlate in a
sensible manner?

Mr Bertram: That 1s not competition.

Mr McPHARLIN: Farmers are desper-
ately in need of thils money.

Mr Bertram: Don’t you belleve in com-
petition?

Mr McPHARLIN: Farmers have not
been pald for wool sold in March of this
year, and they cannat be pald until the
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wool Is delivered. They are waitlng for
this money to pay off debts they have In-
curred and for the purchase of all sorts
of equipment and plant. The wool cheques
cannot be forwarded because the wool has
not been delivered.

Mr Skidmore: Perhaps the assoclation
could get on to the union.

Mr McPHARLIN: I believe this has
taken place.

Mr Skidmore: You belfeve it! You ought
to be sure of it bhefore you talk about it.

Mr McPHARLIN: This dispute 1s about
53 pounds.

Mr Skidmore: Well ali they have to do
is to agree to the demand and the strike
will finish.

Mr McPHARLIN: A vital industry like
this 1s being held to ransom, and 1800
members of the unton are out of work.
Thils industry 1s very important to our way
of life, and it has been so for many years.
The union does not seem {o understand
that we should endeavour to keep a flow
of money In the community. When the
farmers are pald for their wool, they use
the money to purchase machinery and so
it continues.

Mr Skidmore: We have heard that gar-
bage from you for the last decade.

Mr McPHARLIN: That {s the truth, and
the Opposition does not like it.

Mr T. H. Jones: What about the com-
munists—you have not mentioned them
yet?

Mr McPHARLIN: The farmers are very
much in need of this money. They have
budgeted on the basis of recelving it, and
they will be in great difficulty because of
the holdup.

Mr Skidmore: If you are so sincere in
your efforts, why don’t you tell the associa-~
tion to get around the conference table
and talk?

Mr McPHARLIN: I believe the associa-
tion will do this.

Mr Skidmore: Well, tell them to do so.

Mr McPHARLIN: The association will
do it—

Mr Skidmore: It won't do it—it won’t
go to the conference table, and well you
know it.

Mr McPHARLIN: This is the sort of
thing that really gets me worked up.
Recently in the Senate there was a debafe
about the reintroduction of the superphos-
phate bounty. I know there has been
crticism about this matter.

Mr Skidmore: And criticism from the
pensioners too.

Mr McPHARLIN: Some do not like its
reintroduction, and a senator from this
State, who is also a farmer—

Mr Barnett: Exposed Malcolm Fraser
for what he is.
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Mr McPHARLIN: —angrily attacked
the Government for its reintroduction.
This man is a farmer—

Mr Bertram: So what?

Mr McPHARLIN: —and It is difficult
to understand his viewpoint.

Mr T. H, Jones: He is only one—there
are hundreds who feel this way.

Mr McPHARLIN: He made the point
that the reintroduction of the bounty
would not contribute to the improvement
of our soil,

Mr H. D. Evans: Do you really need
the henefit?

Mr McPHARLIN: How silly can one get.

Mr H. D. Evans: It i{s needed in the
orchards and for the beef.

Mr McPHARLIN: In Western Ausiralia
there is more need for superphosphate—

Mr H. D. Evans: But do you need t?
Can you justify accepting the subsidy?

Mr Bryce: Does not your conscience
bother you?

Mr McPHARLIN: It was the Pederal
Labor Government which let the beef in-
dustry down considerably.

Mr H. D, Evans: Let us talk about the
superphosphate subsidy—that 1s the mat-
ter you ralsed. Can you defend your
acceptance of it?

Mr McPHARLIN: I can defend the re-
introduction of the superphosphate bounty
with s clear conscience.

Mr H. D, Evans: The way it was done,
across the bhoard, at the expense of the
pensioners?

Mr McPHARLIN: I can suppert it be-
cause—

Mr H. D. Evans: Double it to the beef
farmers and orchardists.

Mr McPHARLIN: —there is more need
for the application of superphosphate In
Western Australia than in other States; in
fact, Western Australia consumes 35 per
cent of Australia’s superphosphate. Our
soils are deficient.

Mr H. D. Evans:
subsidy?

Mr McPHARLIN: I do not speak about
this matter on a personal basis; I sup-
port it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I call
the House to order because I helieve the
debate has degenerated to such an extent
that Hansard is having difficulty hearing
the member who is supposed to have the
floor. I ask for the co-operation of mem-
bers. If interjections are necessary, please
make them one at a time. The member
for Mt. Marshall,

Mr McPHARLIN: Thank you, Mr Dep-
uty Speaker; the member for Warren wiil
recall that I interjected on him only onhce

Do you need the
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during his remarks. We require the appli-
cation of superphosphate tc maintain the
quality of our soil and to provide im-
proved productlon and pastures, and the
increase of income. The application of
superphosphate also improves the quality
of stock and builds the soil for the future.

The greater the soil deficiency, the high-
er is the total cost of superphosphate, and
the less people will buy. It is necessary to
maintain a regular application. In addi-
tion, supporting this industry creates em-
ployment for the manufacturing and de-
livery sections of the superphosphate in-
dustry. This reacts down the line,

Mr H. D. Evans: I concede this is cor-
rect, but automatically it becomes a tax
deductlon. You cannot say that & wheat-
grower lke yourself really needs the
bounty. Would it not have been better to
be trebled, and given to the beef producers
and orchardists?

Mr McPHARLIN: 1 am not talking on
a personal basis, but loocking at the sitya-
tion overall,

Mr Grayden: The Commonwealth re-
ceives the subsidy back In income tax.

Mr McPHARLIN: Of course it does. In-
creased production puts people into higher
tax brackets. In fact, the Government
would get the bounty back not once but a
number of times,

Mr H. D. Evans: But you are not direct-
Ing it where it is really needed,

_M;' McPHARLIN: It is directed to main-
taining the guality of the soil.

Mr Bryce: Does Mr Fraser need the
$17000 it will put in his pocket?

Mr McPHARLIN: It is very petty of
members of the Opposition to select one
farmer out of, say, 100 000. It is quite
ridiculous.

Mr Bryce: Take the entire front bench
of the Country Party in the national Par-
liament.

Mr Watt: Take the new land farmers
In the Roe electorate,

Mr McPHARLIN: We must consider this
question overall,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr McPHARLIN: Interjections reflect
the attitudes of members opposite,

Mr Skidmore: If you keep saying that,
I will have to move over there,

Mr McPHARLIN: Members opposite
firmly believe what they are saylng. I
spoke against the removal of the conces-
sfons in the 1973-74 Budget. At that time,
the reaction in the farming community
was one of utter frustration, a lack of
confidence and a feeling of despondency.
The people did not know where to turn.

These concessions now are being te-
turned, and a revival is taking place. Al-
though I concede that the beef industry
i1s not as buoyant as one would hope— we
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know the basic reason for that—in other
primary industries there is a new feeling
of confidence, now these forms of assis-
tance are being returned. There is a
greater degree of confidence which was
lacking during the term of the Whitlam
Government,.

Deductions for erosion control, fencing,
water supply and underground tanks were
reduced from 100 per cent to 10 per cent;
but these are now being restored and will
provide a greater incentive to the farming
communities so necessary to encourage
them to contribute again to the economy
of this country in a way that has been
traditional over the years.

Mr MclIver: Yes, and I'll bet a lot of
them dodged taxation, tgo.

Mr McPHARLIN: Tonight's issue of the
Daily News carries a report of an Opposi-
tion senator in Canberra criticising the
Government for reintroducing these incen-
tives; it makes one wonder whether the
Opposition is  doing {ts homework
thoroughly., Perhaps he was merely trying
to gain some favour at the party level in
Canberra.

Mr Skidmgre: I sugegest that as a prac-
tising farmer he is one of the few honest
people who say, “I do not need it”.

Mr Sodeman: The member for Ascot cer-
tainly is not honest with his interjections.
He was complaining last week about
election promises not beinz kept and about
people being misled. Now he is complaining
that an election: promise of the Fraser
Government is being honoured.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honour-
able member has five minutes remaining.

Mr McPHARLIN: From time to time,
particularly frcm the member for Ascot,
criticism has been levelled at certain parts
of the policy speech I had the honour of
delivering on behalf of the Country Party
prior to the last election.

One of these related to the creation of
a department of solar energy at the Mur-
doch University. My party belleved this to
be a very desirable thing which should be
investigated. However, subsequent to the
eleclion, we were advised as followis—

The general Murdoch University
academic structure of broadly based
schocls of studizs ¢avers groups cf in-
{er-related disciplines. Two of the
schools already established at Mur-
dozh, thase of Environmental and Life
Sciences and Mathematical and Physi-
cal Sciences have a strong interest in
solar energy. The creation of 2 Special
Department of Solar Ensrgy is no
longer necessary in view of fhe estab-
lishment of these schools of study.

Today the member for Clontarf directed
the following question to the Minister for
Agriculture—

As promised by his party in election
speeches for the 1974 State elections,
what action has been taken to provide
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Government subsidles for companies
doing research and development on the
use of solar energy?

The answer was as follows—

The whole question of solar research
is currently under review by the State
Energy Commission.

A specla]l committee of their Energy
Advisory Council is also being set up
to study the matter and contribute
to the study.

The Government will make a
decision on financial assistance for
research when the present study is
complete,

I read this question and answer merely o
indicate to the House that that part of
our policy speech has not been ignored.
Investigations have been made, and there
is movement afeot for the Murdoch Uni-
versity to do something in this regard. I
do not think any member would deny that
is a desirable objective to be investigated
and, if possible, developed.

Mr H. D, Evans: What about the pas-
sage of the road maintenance tax?

Mr McPHARLIN: If I have sufficient
time, I will come to that. Another matter
raised by, I think, the member for Ascot
related to the estabhlishment of a labour
relations committee. The Country Party
objective stated as follows—

We would propose the establishment
of a Izbour relations committee headed
by a Government appointed chalrman
and two commissioners, one from the
trade unlen movement and the other
from employer organisations, to as-
sume responsibility for the registration
of organisations, rule changes, union
ballots, and demarcation disputes. This
body will not replace the Industrial
Commission but will work in conjunc-~
tion with tt.

We reached that objective after numerous
discussions with representatives of the
trade unions.

Mr Skidmore: There has been a very
valid and conseious attempt on the part of
the trade union movement and the Farm-
ers’ Union to get together on issues that
concern them both. This was an initiative
taken by the TLC.

Mr McPHARLIN: As members know, one
must be guided by those who are regerded
as being the most efficient in the adminis-
tration of these particular fields. Subse-
quent to the election, we made Inquiries
rezarding this proposal and received the
following reply—

This proposal is unlikely to be ac-
cepted by etther the employers, Unions
or the Industrial Commission,

The principal fact is that the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act already provides
existing machinery for the registration
of organisations, Unlon ballots, rule
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changes, etc. There is also provision
in the Industrial Arbitration Act for
resolving demarcation disputes.

The Labour Relations Committee as
proposed would simply be another
mini-industrial commission and, as
pravision already exists for the issues
proposed for the Labour Relations
Committee, it would be unnecessary.

Generally, it is felt that if there Is
anvthing wrong with the Industrial
Arbitration Act, it would bhe advisable
to amend that Act vather than com-
plicate the situation by having a
further Industrial tribunal appointed.

The point I make is that major points of
our policy have been acted upon; we have
endeavoured to implement them, and I
have read to the House the replies to some
of our inquirles. Quite a number oi{ our
promises have been incorporated in a
number of ways.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
honourable member’'s time has expired.

Mr McPHARLIN: I should just lke to
reiterate that a number of points of our
pollcy speech have been incorporated in
various instances.

MR T. H. JONES (Collle) [9.12p.m.]}:
The Address-in-Reply debate affords
members the opportunity to refer to mat-
ters which they consider require the at-
tentlon of the Government or of Govern-
ment departments generally. It is my in-
tention tonight not to give pralse to a
number of departments, as the memmber
for Mi. Marshall has just done, but to
refer to matters which in my opinion
require the immediate attention of the
Court Government.

I was alarmed to note in the Speech
delivered by His Excellency that no men-
tion was made of power generation poli-
cles. Other opening Speeches have in-
cluded references to the Pilbara and to the
iron ore Industry. One would assume, with
the heavy dependency on coal as a source
of power generation In Western Australla,
that at least one Hne would be devoted
to this matter. Unfortunately, no refer-
ence appeared In the Governor's Speech.
At page 4, the Governor stated—

Value of mineral preduction for the
calendar year 1975 is expected to ex-
ceed $1 000 million, This is despite
the difficulty experienced by the min-
eral industry in falterlng world mar-
kets and resirietive regulations on
development of fuel and energy re-
sources.

I may be corrected on this, but I under-
stand the Governor's Speech relates to
policies to be followed by the Court Gov-
ernment, and I know of no restrictions In
Western Australla on the control of fuel
and energy resources. It has been proved
we have adequate reserves at Collle for
power generation in Western Australla for
50Me Years.
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I should like to refer now to the role
of the Road Traffic Authority In Western
Australla. I am pleased that the Minister
i{s In the House tonlght to listen to my
remarks. From the investigations I have
conducted and as the spokesman for
traffic matters on this slde of the House
I have come to the conclusion that there
now is a greater degree of friction between
the Road Traffic Authority and the Police
Force than has existed at any time pre-
viously. The Minister may disagree If he
wishes, but this is a conclusion to which
I have come after making intensive in-
quiries.

This friction is clearly demonstrated by
the secretary of the unlon (Mr Fraser)
when writing for the January issue of
Police News. I have spoken to the union
executive on this matter,

Members will recall that when the Bill
to establish the Road Traffic Authority
was before this House, I strongly opposed
the move on behsalf of the Opposition. We
felt the control of traffic In Western
Australia should be placed under the jur-
isdiction of the Commissioner of Police.

There was no need to establish a wing in
the form of the Road Traffic Authority.
At the time the policy of the Court Gov-
ernment was intended to be a sop to the
Nationa! Country Party.

I want to refer to the views of the Sec-
retary of the Police Union because I think
he is having second thoughts on this ques-
tion. Recently I spoke $to a sergeant who
holds an executive position in the Police
Union and he expressed the view that what
we on this side of the House had sald was
coming to fruition. With the establishment
of the Road Traffic Authority friction he-
tween the two organisations was created.
In my opinion too much emphasis has been
placed on the Read Traffic Authority, and
aot sufficient emphasis on crime preven-

on.

The figures I have referred to, which
were produced by the Commissioner of
Police, will justify my remarks. In the
February issue of Police News this was
what the secretary of the union had to
say at page 1—

Police Traffic Patrol

It can be sald that since the incep-
tlon of the RTA the Patrol assisted by
their brother officers in the other
wings of the Force have co-operated
and worked beyond the call of duty to
make traffic control work and reduce
the road toll

Until now we have refrained from
criticism of the many obvious faults
and frustrating problems created by
people in the RTA who apparently
have no practical knowledge of police
work either traffic or otherwise and
who are gquietly setting up the Police
Traflic Patrol as the popular front of
8 paper empire,
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They are not my views, but the views
of Mr Fraser, the secretary of the union.

Mr O'Connor: Was he not referring to
the typists and the clerical workers?

Mr T. H. JONES: Let us see to whom he
was referring. To continue with what he
had to say—

One would be excused in thinking
that the Traffic Patrol is the RTA in-
stead of a wing of the Police Depart-
ment assisting that body.

What does that mean? My interpreta-
tion of that does not permit me to arrive
at the conclusion the Minister has arrived
at,

Mr O'Connor: I think you are wrong,

Mr T. H. JONES: Maybe I am. Is the
Minister aware of the conflict between the
two departments?

Mr OConnor: I am aware that the
Police Union is concerned that members
of the Civil Service Association are doing
the paper work in the backeround.

Mr T. H JONES: It goes much further
than that. If the Minister talks to mem-
bers of the Police Force, as 1 have done,
he will find that friction between the two
departments does exist. Why are officers
of the RTA moving out of police stations?
The obvious answer is the conflict which
exists. The RTA is not operating as was
intended.

Mr O'Connor: That is not so,

Mr T. H. JONES: I mentioned this mat-
ter when I handled the Bill on behalf of
the Opposition. Will the Minister deny that
members of the Police Farce are still doing
generg] traffic work?

Mr O'Connor: No.

Mr T. H. JONES: When I handled the
Bill on behalf of the Opposition I sald it
was & sop to the National Country Party,
and this work would be done under police
control. When the RTA officer was not
present in the station at Collie the police
constable attended an accideni. Where 1s
the difference in the duties? That proves
police officers are still doing traffic patrol
work.

I do not think the Minister can deny
that. That being the situatlon why 1is
there & need for two separate authoritles
to operate? As members of the Opposition
pointed out when the original Bill was
introduced, we strongly opposed the pro-
posed set-up and the policy of the Court
Government. Only time will tell whether
what I have sald furns out to be correct.

I repest that there are police constables
carrying out general road traffic work,
which was not intended to be thelr fune.
tion. What ls the position when it has
been claimed by the Government that
there Is to be a separate set-up divorced
from the Police Force?

Mr O’'Connor: It was intended the RTA
would be a specialised department, but
there would be co-operation.
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Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister cannot
deny that police officers are carrying out
traffic patrol work.

Mr O’Connor: Not generally.

Mr T. H. JONES: I know of numerous
instances.

Mr O'Connor: I know of some. I also
know of RTA officers carrying out normal
paolice work.

Mr T. H, JONES: That was the very
weakness in the Government’s Blll. What
happened at Boyup Brook when the RTA
officer was off duty? Who reported the
death or traffic accident? We in the Op-
position pointed out what would happen.
This supports our contention that traffic
patrol work should be under police jurls-
diction and not under a separate authority.

I now turn to the excessive amount of
overtime being worked by RTA officers.
The authority was established on the 1st
June, 1975, The figures of overtime worked
from the 1st June, 1975, to the 31st March,
1976, was 73 795 hours costing the de-
partment $499 069. Instead of the Gov-
ernment paying this excessive amount of
overtime, would it not be more economieal
to employ additional patrolmen to control
traffic on g permanent basis?

Whilst this overtime was being pald to
officers of the Road Trafic Authority,
there was a marked increase in crime,
and this is a concern expressed by the
Commissioner of Police in his annual
report.

To continue with overtime, for the same
period members of the Police Force worked
19 188 hours of overtime costing the Police
Department $97 385. There has been too
much emphasis on the Road Traffic Au-
thority, while general police control has
been allowed to fall by the wayslde.

In his annual report the Commissioner
of Police expressed concern. At page §
he said that the total major crimes re-
ported increased by 22.4 per cent. I am
aware that there has been an Increase in
population. However, a report In the
Daily News of the 31st March made ref-
erence o this aspect, It reads as follows—

A major crime was committed
every 10 minutes in WA last year, ac-
cording to the latest police report,

There was a serious assault or rob-
bery every 24 hours, a breaking and
entry every 35 minutes, a theft every
14 minutes and a motor vehicle was
stolen every 1% hours.

I ask the Minister whether the report
which appeared in The West Australian
under the hand of the Secretary of the
Police Union is correct, If it is correct we
face a serious situation in respect of police
control.

The figures supplied by the Commissfon-
er of Police indicate clearly that the Police
Force Is under-strength and 1s not able
to cope with the number of crimes com-
mitted in Western Australla.
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Mr O'Connor: How does the ratio per
head compare with the other States?

Mr T. H. JONES: Irrespective of the
ratio, the point Is that this is a growing
problem. The Minister cannot deny that
a drug problem exists. Whilst we have
seen a strong emphasis on the activities
of the RTA, we have seen a slackening in
the activities of the Police Force. What
concerns me is whether the views ex-
pressed by the Police Union are correct.
Mr Fraser, the Secretary of the Police
Union, is reported to have said that the
union was alarmed at the information it
had received suggesting the next intake
of recruits would be halved and later
cancelled.

I do not know, but T would assume that
Mr Fraser, being a responsible unlon sec-
retary, would have information at his dis-
posal which 1s not known to me. If his
information is correct, and In view of
the increase in crime, it is time that the
recruitment programme of the Pollce
Force was stepped up.

Mr O’'Connor: Of course the nuinbers
have increased.

Mr T. H. JONES: While the population
has Increased, the number of police officers
has not increased correspondingly.

Mr O'Connor: It has increased more.

Mr T. H, JONES: It has to be Increased
sufficlently to combat crime,

Mr O’Connor: By how many?

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister would
know. I have no access to his files. If the
statement of Mr FPraser 1s correct then
there ought to be a greater increase in
the number. I did not make the state-
ment: Mr Fraser Is of the opinion chat
the recrultment programme would be
halved and then cancelled.

Mr O'Caonnor: You should realise that
until the Budget comes out we will not
know.

Mr T. H. JONES: Cbviously Ministers
and Government departments have pro-
grammed before the Budget comes out.
The Minister does not administer the
Police Force from week to week; he has
to plan ahead.

Mr O'Connor: A recommendation might
be made to increase the force by a certain
number, but we have to wait for the
money.

Mr T. H JONES: Money Is found for
many purposes In Western Australla, such
as money to conduct trade union ballots;
therefore money should be avallable for
crime prevention. The trade unlons are
laughing, because the Government will be
paying for the printing of material for
election of officers, for the services of the
serutineers, and for the conduct of hal-
lois. These expenses are normally paid by
the trade unions.
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Mr O'Connor: They do not appear to
be laughing,

Mr T. H. JONES: The Government has
plenty of money because the Government
bas sald to the unions, "We will supply
you with thousands of dollars and run
your ballots,” Would not that money be
beiter directed to employing more police
officers? By dolng so, would not the Gov-
ernment be providing a better service o
the average citizen instead of dabbling
in trade union activities?

Mr O'Connor: Fancy you trying to take
this benefit away from the unions.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister is tak-
ing the aetfon. I am not saylng that I
condone it. One minute he cries poverty
and says he has no money for addltional
police recruits, but the next minute his
Government wants to conduct union bal-
lots costlng thousands of dollars.

Mr Grayden: You want to force the
unfons to pay for thelr own electlons, but
we want to encourage the unions and pay
for thelr elections.

Mr T. H. JONES: DIid the Minister say
that was the reason for the Introduction
of the legislation?

The next point I wish to mentlon is
houslng for police officers. I know that
speclal attention has been glven to the
housing of RTA officers, and little atten-
tion to the housing of police constables.

Mr OConnor: That {s not so.

Mr T. H. JONES: That was the inform-
atlon given to me. No doubt the Minister
has seen the January Issue of Police
News, In it we see photographs depicting
the deplorable conditions in police stations
and police accommodation. It is time

something was done to lmprove the con-
ditions,

Let us conslder the Donnybrook Police
Stafion. This bullding has been condem-
ned by the health authorities, yet human
belngs continue to be locked up in it. It
is time an Investigation was carrded out
Into police statlons generally. Let us turn
to the Northam Pollce Statlon and to the
washing facilities. There 15 not & shower
at the statlon and the conditlons are
shocking. We could go right through the
lof. including the Tammin Police Station.

Have a look at the white ants inside the
Tammin police station. That is a shocker!
White ants have eaten all the girders.

Must we put up with this? Money could
be used to improve these standards rather
than belng wasted oh union ballots, The
money would be put to far better use im
upgrading all the police stations which are
featured in the police journal.

Mr Coyne: It was the unlonists who
white-anted those bulldings.

Mr T. H, JONES: The union {s trying to
do something about it. If the honourable
member has not read this gazette he does
not know what he is talking about.
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Mr O'Connor: Are you going to bring up
Baymis Ugle next?

Mr T. H. JONES: The next question I
ask is: When 1s the Government going to
do something about the registration of
massage parlours? We have constantly
raised this matter on this side of the
House. T will not go into the Royal Com-
mission inquiry into prostitution. I raised
this matter in 1974 and I was told then
that “Mr Jones said he would not com-
ment on the Cabinet decision.”

The Minister will know of the decision
made by the Victorian Government to ban
the operation of massage parlours in
Melbourne. I am concerned about the ac-
tivities of escort agencles. I think the
police must have full knowledge of them.
I have had information about them at my
disposal for some {ime. The vice squad
sent two women to the French Agency in
Guildford recently and it was clearly re-
vealed that girls were sent to hotels in
Perth. I understand this practice is going
on In a number of hotels in the eity. This
is where a lot of the vice in Western Aus-
tralia is emanating from.

When someone comes down from the
north on holidays, he has probably been
knocking around locking for a woman.
How easy it is for him to ring up and say,
“I want two girls at such-and-such a
time.” The girls are delivered for a fee,
Although one hotel has heen mentioned,
I understand the call girl service is oper-
ating at numercus hotels in Western
Australia,

Mr O'Connor: I tried to bring in legis-
lation in relation to this matter last year
and you opposed it over there. That is
when the Royal Commission started and
the legislation was thrown out. Had you
supported it, we might have been able to
deal with it.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Governmeni had
the numbers. It is a numbers game in here.
What is the Minister trying to give me?
We would not get past first base on that
proposition.

Mr O'Connor: It was information
brought up by members over there which
resulted in the Royal Commission.

Mr T. H. JONES: Nelther the Minister,
the Commissioner of Police, nor the vice
squad can deny that this is going on in
Western Australia. People are ringing
escort agencles for girls, meeting them at
hotels, and having a night with them.
The guestion I =sk is: What is the Gov-
ernment proposing to do to combat this
practice?

Mr O'Connor: If I bring back the legis-
lation which I introduced last year, will
you support it?

Mr T. H. JONES: I have not seen the
legislation. Once the Minister brings the
legislation before the House, after glving
it consideration I will determine my at-
titude.
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Mr O'Connor: I mean the Bill which
was introduced last year. Would you sup-
port that?

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister heard
me. Bring in the legislation and I will con-
sider it and offer my opinion.

Mr O'Conner: You cahnot remember
what was in it,

Mr T. H. JONES: Enough has been said
about that, No doubt the Government has
the matter under consideration. The Min-
ister can laugh, hut it is action that is re-
quired. I am sure the member for Sublaco
wotlld be concerned about the increase in
VD in Western Australia. It is a matter of
growing concern, He is nodding his head.
What are we doing about i4?

Mr O'Connor: You go like a crab in re-
verse when we bring legislation forward.

Mr T. H. JONES: I do not. The Min-
{ster 1s tryilng to get out from under
again,

The next matter I want to ralse is
the very serious question of Aborigines in
Western Australia. I quote from the last
“put things right” pollcy of the Court
Government-—

Helping Aboriginal people: Priority
will bhe given to housing, education
and employment,

I wonder how successful the programme
for Aborlgines adopted by the Court Gov-
ernment has been, It is still a growing
problem in Western Australia.

I sald when I was on the other side
of the House that it was wrong to close
the reserves. I do not go along with the
reserves but I am quite confident—and
only time will tell—that we will see the
reopening of Aboriginal villages In West-
ern Australla. The authorities visited my
home town about three weeks ago to look
into the establishment of this kind of
accommodation for Aboriginal peaple.

Mr O’Connor: It could be to everyone’s
advantage.

Mr T. H. JONES: A number of Abo-
rigines are being evicted from State Hous-
ing Commission homes and those operated
by the Department for Community Wel-
fare, Where can they go? I am not having
a shot at the Minister for Housing, who
has only recently taken over the portfolio.
This is & problem we must tackle as the
Parliament of Western Australia.

Loast year young children who had in-
fluenza and other serlous complaints were
Iiving in tents in the south-west of this
State. If the State Housing Commission
and the Department for Community Wel-
fare will not accept responsibility for them,
who will?

In my view, it was a fatal mistake to
close the reserves in Western Australia.
I foresee the time when hostel or similar
type accommodation will be re-established
for those who do not want to be assimil-
ated. They will be much happier in that
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type of accommodation than in the con-
ditiions under which they are living at
present. This view Is supported by Mr
McKenna, the General Manager of the
State Housing Commission, who sald yes-
terday, as reported in today’s issue of
The West Australian—

In 1972 we were told that it was the
wish of the Government and some of
the Aboriginal community to ifollow
8 poley of Interspersement of the
Aboriginal community iInte urban
sltuations , . . In 3} years we are now
beginning to wonder if this was the
only answer.

I hope some attention will be given to
the matter. 'The Minister for Housing has
been to Collie.

Mr P. V. Jones: Do you disagrce with
what Mr McKenna said?

Mr T. H. JONES: No; I go along with
it, and I think it is time we changed our
policy. The policy of the Deparitment for
Community Welfare has been wrong, and I
think this has been proved by the in-
cldents in the south-west. We cannot
find accommodation for the Aboriginal
people. The Housing Commission and
the Department for Community Welfare
will not take them on, s0 we turn them
loose in the bush. The Minister knows
this has happened. The sooner the Gov-
ernment changes the situatlon, the better
we will deal with these unfortunate
peaple.

While on the subject of Aborigines, 1
have written to the Minister for Health
and other Ministers in relatlon to the
opportunities for young Aboriginal people,
generally, in Western Australia. The pro-
positlion I put forward was that the de-
partments under the control of the Gov-
ernment should consider bringing young
Aboriginal people into Government in-
strumentalities. I speak of the south-
west, which I represent. The Forests De-
partment, the Public Works Department,
the State Electricity Commisslon, and
other departments could take in a lew
young Aboriginal boys and give them an
opportunity for training. I hope this mat-
ter will receive the attention of the ap-
propriate authorities so that in sizeable
towns we can call on Government
instrumentalities to give jobs, which are
sadly lacking at the present time, t0 young
Aborigines who we feel are sufficiently res-
ponsible. If we adopted that policy we
would be doing a service to the Aboriginal
people of Western Australia.

I want to refer now to traffic. T ap-
preciate that the Government is deing
some work on a nartow section of the
road between Donnybrook and Mumbal-
lup. The Minister for Works would agree
with me it is one of the worst sections of
road in Western Australia. However, I
have been asked by the Donnybrook-Bal-
ingup Shire to ralse In the House the
question of a bend in the road between
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Yabberup and Glen Mervyn. Recently, 164
sheep were killed in an accident on the
bend. There have heen numerous accld-
enis on this section of road. On the lst
September last year g petition in rela-
tion to the matter was slgned and pre-
sented by 226 farmers in the Preston
Valley. I ask whether there 1s any money
available to upgrade the rpad and glve
attentlon to the bend between Yabberup
and Glen Mervyn.

I aiso want to raise with the Minister
for Transport the matter of the road
transport industry in Western Australia.
In the Governor’s Speech last year His
Excellency said moves would be intro-
duced to rationalise the road transport
industry. I ask the Minister whether the
Government has given any consideration
to controlling the number of operators
coming into the industry. Hauliers have
no trouble getting a load to the north-
west, but sometimes they are in the north-
west for three weeks trying to get a load.
They are cutting prices and many of them
are going to the wall.

In my view, the policy which has been
adopted in Britain and other parts of the
world should be followed in this State.
As in the taxi industry, it provides some
control of operators, firstly by ensuring
the unit is roadworthy, and secondly by
regulating the intake of operators to en-
sure there are not too many in the busi-
ness. This would obviate operators going
bankrupt. I urge the Minister to give this
suggestion his favourable consideration.

The matter of transport in Perth con-
cerns me. Numerous statements have been
made about the problems of transport,
generally, in Perth and the metropolitan
area. I do not know whether the Minister
has been doing some window-dressing.

Mr O'Connor: Are you talking about
commuters?

Mr T. H. JONES: I am falking about bus
serviees, generally, The Minister was re-
ported in The West Australien on the
25th October last year as saying that
faster bus services were proposed. ©On
the 31st Marech this year he said in reply
to a question I asked in this House—

No trials as yet have been intro-
duced.

Following recent advice to the Main
Roads Department of problem loca-
tions in bus asccess, that department
is currenily evaluating means of
speeding bus services.

Mr O'Connor: We are providing a buses-
only lane on the new freeway.

Mr T. H. JONES: That brings me to my
next point. I was talking today to Mr
Knox, who is considering the introduction
of a system similar to that operating in
Nottingham in England, where commuter
services are provided into the city from bus
stations outside the city, and bus lanes
have priority over private cars and other
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forms of transport, Private vehicles do not
get the green light as often as buses do. I
think the Minister would agree that at
peak hours the Narrows Bridge has just
about reached capacity.

I saw a film last night showing the peak
hours for several days not only during
summer but during wet weather, and it
showed that peak capacity has been
reached, T am wondering whether the Gov-
ernment, in conjunction with the Town
Planning Beard will encourage develpp-
ment away from the city, This seems {0 be
a must, otherwise traffic congestion will
inerease on our main highways.

In my view the system in Scotland is a
good one. In that country new towns have
been established to take Government and
business away from Edinburgh, and this is
something the Government of Western
Australia could leok at as a means of eas-
ing congestion in the city.

I was very concerned to read of the
controversy between the Minister for Police
and Mr Barber, the Secretary of the Om-
nibus Employees Association. I refer to the
controversy over the plan to provide car
parks. I investigated this matter when I
was overseas, and I found that authorities
generally are providing car parks so that
people can use feeder services to commute,

The next point to which I wish to refer
concerns our railways. The Minister would
be well aware that speed restrictions are
still in force, and that the rallways in
Waestern Australia generally are not work-
ing to economic capacity. I am wondering
whether he is hopeful of obtaining any
assistance from the Federal Government
to overcome thils urgent prablem. I would
be very interested to know how far dis-
cussions have proceeded, and I would wel-
come an interjectlon from the Minister.

Mr O’Connor: We have had discussions.
First of all, the Premier with the Prime
Minister; and I have had some brief dis-
cussions with the Federal Minister for
Transport in connectlon with this. We
have prepared a fairly lengthy submission
which I hope will be ready in a fortnight,
and it will cover all the lines in the State,

Mr T. H. JONES: What about the elec-
trification of the metropolitan rajlway
system? When can we expect something in
relation to this?

Mr O’Connor: We submitted an appli-
cation to the previcus Federal Government
in connection with this, We have not yet
received a reply. But I will be going over
there to see the Federal Minister for Trans-
port on the 21st April, and I will discuss
it with him then.

Mr T. H. JONES: Thank you. I think
everyone would agree there Is an urgent
need to upgrade ocur system. I have here
a report from the High Commissioner’s
office in Canberra indicating the situation
in other parts of the world. It is obvious
that where fast rail transport has been
provided In other parts of the world there

[ASSEMELY!

has been a vast swing to using the railway
system. I will not read the report, but it
clearly Indicates that not only in Britsin,
but also in Germany, France, and other
countries where a pollcy of speeding up
has been introduced the result has been
that people have been attracted back te
the rail services. I understand that in
Britain now trains are being operated at
speeds of 100 mph. I feel a speeding up
system will have to be introduced in West-
ern Australia in order to encourage people
to use our rail system.

I know the member for Albany is to
follow me In this debate, and I have no
deubt he will take the opportunity to refer
to my vislt to Albany as a member of our
transport committee. I was a litle dis-
appointed that he said the commlittee
visited Albany merely to antagonise the
people there. I want to assure him that
was not the situation. As an Opposition
committee, we felt 1t was our responsi-
bility to visit Albany and, in fact, any
other part of the State necessary, in order
to ascertaln the situation regarding the
continuation of rail services to the great
southern. When we returned I was very
pleased to find that the position had been
cleared up, because the member for Albany
stated in The Albany Advertiser that he
had received assurances from the Minlister
that there would be no curtailment of the
service. Then the Commissioner of Rail-
ways in the January issue of Westrail
indicated that he had other ideas.
I consider that, with the exception of
the Prospector and perhaps the Australind,
bus services should play the major role
in the long term in providing country pas-
senger services.

As the Opposition spokesman on the mat-
ter of transport, I do hope some upgrading
process will be put Into operation. This
service should be speeded up,; it takes as
long to travel to Albany by rail now as
it did 30 or 40 years ago, and the same
carringes are still in use, This service
should bhe upgraded. A service similar to
the Prospector service, which has proved
so popular on the Perth-Kalgoorlie run,
should be introduced.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes more.

Mr T. H. JONES: Thank you, Sir. I
think it is true to say that the carriages
used on this service are run down. Very
little maintenance has been carried out,
and I think this is one of the reasons
the service has reached such a low ebh.

Before sittilng down, I want to raise
with the Minister for Housing the matter
of programming for housing in Collie. I
noticed in the proposed bhuilding pro-
gramme only four houses are to be bailt
at Collie. We have some 650 men being
engaged at Muja, and with the doubling
of coal production by 1978 I am wonder-
ing what plans are in train to try to
meet the great demand for housing which
will obviously occur in Collte. The upsurge
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in the use of coal has brought about the
need for more housing. When Kwinana is
converted to coal there will be an urgent
need for the State Housing Commission
to put a housing programme into operation
in Collie.

I know there are problems regarding the
gualification, due to the level of earnings
in Collie. However, if this problem cannot
bhe worked out surely building societies and
the private sector should be encouraged
te come to Collle to meet the increasing
need which is becoming very urgent. I
think the Minister would agree with me
in that respect.

Mr P. V. Jones: Yes, I would agree with
you. We have put land on the market
there.

Mr T. H. JONES: Yes, but there is one
problem: that land 1s so dear that nc-one
will buy it. No-one will pay $3000 or
$4 000 for blocks in that area where they
might have to live alongside people they
do not like.

Mr P. V. Jones: I have solved that for
you, too.

Mr T. H. JONES: I think If the price
were $2 000 we might have some takers
for this land; but certainly not at $4 000,

My time has just about expired. You
will notice, Sir, that tonight I have made
little reference to “Old King Coal”. I am
happy to say it was not necessary for me
to do so. I have been in this place for
about nine years, and in that time I have
spoken about “King Coal”’ on every pos-
sible cccasion. However, at last sanikty has
prevalled and we see an upsurge in the
coalmining industry, something for which
we have walted for years and years. That
is the reason I have not taken up time
in referring to that matter tonight.

However, If we cannot reach agreement
with the Government on certain matters
associated with the industry, it will be my
duty to raise questions relating to the
operations of the contractual system to
be entered into in the near future,

With those remarks, I support the
Address-In-Reply.

MR WATT (Albany) [9.54¢ pm.]: I rise
to support the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply. In doing so I would
like to add my congratulations to those
already offered to the member for
Greenough on the way in which he made
his maiden speech in this House when
moving this motion,

I would like to Inform the member for
Collie that I agree with the remarks he
made about the rail service to Albany. As
a matter of fact, one of the members of
the committee which visited Albany to
clean up the problems down there—io use
his words—happened to mention that
when he got there he found I had them
all under confrol; so the visit was not
really necessary.
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Mr T. H. Jones: One would not think
that from reading the paper.

Mr WATT: I think the member for
Collie might have been reading more into
that article than it actually contained.

During this debate on the Address-in-
Reply I would like to comment on a couple
of matters listed amongst proposed legis-
lation which are of particular interest to
the region in which I live—and the people
of Albany lke fo think of it as a region
rather than a town. One matter to which
I would like to refer was Introduced by
the Minister only recently; that is, the
establishment of a national parks au-
thority.

The Albany region has quite a number
of national parks, and we are trying to
develop the reglon as a tourist resort. We
think there is a great deal of potential,
and I am hopeful that the new authority
will be able to put a great deal of money
into national parks to upgrade them and
to provide the tourist facilities for the
many thousands of tourists we expect to
visit the region once the Eyre Highway
is fully sealed later this year.

The other matier with which I am par-
ticularly pleased as a result of my fairly
long assoclation with new land farmers in
my previous employment, is the scheme
to provide primary producers with facili-
ties by which they may obtain home
finance. I think that is of great impor-
tance.

In his Speech the Governor mentioned
the Partridge eommitiee report. You might
recall, Sir, that when I concluded my
speech In the Budget debate last year I
made some comment about the fact that
this report was soon to be released, and I
indicated that I hoped the report would
contain some of the recommendations put
forward by the Albhany peaple. The report
produced is a fairly hefty document, and
many of the recommendations it contains
are very good.

T have no objection to the recommenda-
tion that the technical educatlon division
should be removed from the control of
the Education Department and set up
under a statutory authority to be known as
the technical and further education au-
thority. I think it is probably quite a
good thing for this sort of body to be
autonomous so it can determine its
own destintes and obtain proper expertise
to guide and control its activities,

However, one matter with which I would
fake issue is that recommendation which
sets out what should be the membership of
the proposed authorlty. The recommenda-
tion includes a whole string of people to
be nominated for their knowledge of and
interest in & varlety of matters; but not
one of them has any reference to edu-
cation in rural areas. If this authority
is to be established, then I helieve a
member charged specifically with the pro-
motion of matters of education pertaining
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to rural areas should be included, and
such a provision ought to be explicitly set
out in recommendation 82 (g) of the
report.

In ihe recommendation put forward by
the Albany region, we espoused the estab-
lishment of a type of community college
not based on the provision of new build-
ings with bricks and mortar, but rather
on the use of existing facilities. There are
a number of educational establishments in
many regional towns such as Albany. I
refer to technical schools, high schools,
and educational resources centres.

We said we would be quite happy to see
an administration provided which could
co-ordinate these various post-secondary
educational facilities and provide educa-
tion in the existing facilities without try-
ing to build new buildlngs. The com-
munity college concept was supborted by
the Partridge committee, but to our very
grave concern, the following is found at
the conclusion of chapter 6 of the report—

The community college, as it has
evolved overseas and at Darwin, is
adaptable to Western Australian con-
ditions, and should be associated with
or based on the technical school
system. Bunbury, Karratha and Kal-
goorlie should have high priority as
iocations for the first community col-
eges.

I find that just too gifficult to understand,
because at a later stage in the report
statistics are given which demonstrate the
point I am trying to make. I must con-
fess that I do not like speeches that are
full of statisties, but I think some have to
be given in order for me to demonstrate
my point. Firstly, the Partridge committee
gave the population of certain towns. The
pepulation of Bunbury town was given as
18 550, Geraldton town as 15800, and
Albany town as 12 300. I rather suspect
that the commiftee may have based its
decision on those figures. However, in
respect of Albany the figure is quite mis-
leading because Albany town is a fairly
small area, and a great percentage of
the nopulation of Albany lives in an urban
area which is actually located in the Shire
nf Albany, which surrounds the town area.
There are 3 000 or 4 000 additional people
llving in that part of the town which would
g;jvgﬂglbany g bopulation of approximately

Much more to the point is that on page
145 of the report are the enrolments at
the various technical schools. These are
most revealing because the figures show
that at Albany there is an enrolment of
2462 and at Bunbury an enrolment of
1975. The figure for Geraldton Is 1 180. So
one can see that the Albany Technical
School has by far the highest enrolment of
country technical schools and yet it did
not rate even a mention in this report.
I find that so difficult to understand that
I almost feel as though an error has been
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made in the preparation of the report.
There is a town and shire education cem-
mittes working in Albany and it has been
providing a nurmber of exira courses in a
variety of subjects. It has been enlisting
the aid of experts from the community
to conduct these courses. There has been
a good response to most of them and there
is quite a variety of courses. Examples of
some of the courses which have been
conducted are accounting procedures for
small business concerns, which was very
popular naturally enough, and one of the
more imaginative courses was horsebreak-
ing, training, and care. There was a course
in sand dune management and one cur-
rently in progress on wine appreciation.
In a region where there is a flourishing
wine industry that is particularly per-
tinent.

As the needs of the region grow we
could expand beyond the concept about
which I em talking to the provision of
butldings; firstly, the provision of an ad-
ministrative block and later lecture and
tutorial rooms could be provided. We were
bitterly disappointed that Albany was
overlooked in that report, I should like
to think an error was made but I rather
doubt that. The Minister has not yet
made any comment about his attitnde to
Albany, angd I know that most of the edu-
cational groups in my town are making
submissions to him for consideration. I
certainly hope that he takes some cognis-
ance of the cases which they submit to
him.

I do not intend to speak at length tonight
but one other matter I wish to mention also
concerns education; namely, the Albany
High School. Once again I think the Min-
ister for Educa‘ion is probably sympathetic
to the case which I recently submitted to
him for consideraticn to be given to the
provision of an extra high school in Albany,
I think the main reason he is keen to see a
secontd high school in Albany is so that
the Albany High School students will stop
beatinz the Bunbury High School students
at the interschogl sporis each year in
August. Members may recall that last year
they made a clean sweep of all four major
sparting competitions,

The current enrclment at Albany High
School is 1 332; that is, 1003 students in
the years 8 to 10 and 329 in the years 11
and 12. The town is growing steadlly and
it is only a question of time befcre the
school will grow to a size, if it has not
already reached that size, which will be
unmanageable. There is a great deal of
building activity in the town at the
moment and a very dramatic increase in
the tourist activity, as I mentioned pre-
vipusly. I think this will probably con-
tribute to the town's growth during the
next few years. Indeed, both predictions
and actual enrolments have gone up
steadfly during the last few years and I
think we will soon reach a stage where
something must be done
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One of the problems is that we have a
great many temporary buildings attached
to the high school. At the moment there
are 12 demountable or temporary class-
rooms. With some reluctance I have to
admit that in winter it becomes a little
cool in Albany and these temporary class-
rooms are by no means suitable for proper
modern classroom teaching. So it is nec-
essary for something to be done in the
near future. It seems to me to be logical,
rather than go to the expense of providing
new and permanent accommodation for
the Albany High School, to provide a new
high scheol in a separate location so that
class sizes may be reduced. I see two ways
in which this can be done. Firstly, one
could simply create an additional new
high school, and ene would have to filter off
some of the students from the existing hieh
school to fill the places at the new one,
That would be one way of meeting the
problem and I suppose that that would be
the conventional means. The other way
wottld be to leave the existing high school
to cater for years B to 10 and to create a
new high school which would be based
more on the college idea to cater for what
we would class as upper school students.

It is a fact that young peoble are
maturing much earlier than they did in
the past. I had some difficulty in accepting
that argument but I have now been con-
vinced that it is a statement of fact. One
need only cast one’s eyes around at some
of the senior students to agree with me,
Some other schools, such as Applecross and
Melville, would make similar claims as far
as enrolments are concerned. Their num-
bers are similar to those at Albany but they
have modern and permanent facllities
which Albany High School does not have,
Obviously if we are to spend any money
there the logical thing, as 1 see It, Is
to provide a new school.

There are a number of problems asso-
ciated with the provision of accommoda-
tion. For example, the amount of space
which is avallable for manual arts is con-
slderably overcrowded. It has been nec-
essary in 1976 to request that a number
of additional benches be made available to
meodify an existing small technical drawing
room so that it may be used for woodwork,
There are insufficlient woodwork and metal-
work facilities at the school. There is also
an old wooden building which was used as
a woodwork and metalwork room when I
went to the school. I belleve it was brought
in from the country about 1918 to the
Albany Primary School and was moved to
the high school about 1925, One can
probably imagine that it is becoming a
1ttle shaky by now., At the moment it is
partitioned off with masonite partitions
and is used by three classes for commerce,
touchtyping, shorthand, and so on. It is
badly ventilated. It is very hot in summer
and very cold in winier and Is quite un-
sultable for modern classroom teaching.
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Another problem is that whilst there is
plenty of flexibility in the core subjects—
they are all fairly adequate—in the areas
where options are required at the start of
this year dquite a number of young people
were forced to go from the class of their
first choice, after being told that the class
was full, to the class of their second choice.
In some cases they moved four time before
they were eventually fitted into classes for
these options. Quite ¢learly this means that
these people will study subjects in which
they probably have no interest and which
may very well be of no value to them in
the career which they choose, I think that
can be sorted out by the provision of new
high school accommodation.

I realise that with the difficulty which
the Government faces in funding these
matters it will not be something that we
will attain overnight. But I think now
is the time to start planning, I hope the
planning branch of the Education Depart-
ment may already have plans in train but
how far down the list of priorities they
are is a matter of doubt. So I have
asked the Minister to work towards this
achievement as soon as possible.

Before I conclude, and now that the
Minister for Transport has returned to
the Chamber, I wish to mention the
z_ilbcmy Progress train which the member
for Collie spoke about. He is quite right
that the standard of coaches provided
for passengers on that train is very
poor; and the coaches are old. 1
am t,qld hgy railway employees that the
train is being used considerably more now
Fhan it has been for many years. This
Is a very encouraging sign and I think it
might very well have been as 2 result of
a certaln amount of free publicity that
it has had both from members of the
Opposition and ourselves. There are many
people for whom the provision of a train
sut_:h as this is very Important, even if
quite a few of them are pensioners or that
sort of person. I can give an example of
a diabetic woman who also has a heart
condition. On a trip to Perth she needs
to undergo medical treatment which she
must administer herself in private. It is
Just not possible for her to make the trip
ta Perth by road bus. She needs to go
twice a year. So there are clrcumstances
In which the provision of this sort of
public transport 1s quite essential. ‘The
only other alternative would be for her
to go by ambulance. There are many
other people like her,

I ask the Minister to try to improve
these coaches. A coat of paint here and
there and a ltitle upgrading of some of
them would keep them going for a while,
but that is very much a short-term answer.
I think the Government ought to be try-
ing to provide a continual replacement of
these coaches. Obviously if they are left
until they are worn out, as seems to be
the case at the moment, and then we are
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suddenly faced with a bill for several mil-
lion dollars, 1t is beyond the resources of
any Government. I accept that gladly,
but I do not accept that the Government
cannot try to have a programme of con-
tinual replacement and upgrading of the
coaches In exactly the same way as it
should be dolng with its other services
and equipment. With those comments I
supporf the motion.

Debate adjourned,
Melver.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.m.

on motion by Mr

Legislative @ounril

Thursday, the 8th April, 1976

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

ANZAC DAY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Standing Orders Suspension

THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [2.36 p.m.]: In mov-
ing this motion perhaps I should make &
brief explanation to the House. The pur-
pose in suspending Standing Orders is to
enable debate and consideration of the
Bill to proceed in order that the legisla-
tion may be dealt with prior to the House
rising for the Easter break, that being the
last occasion on which the legistation can
be dealt with prior to Anzae Day. The
Bill proposes that the Anzac Day holiday
be held on the 26th April. I have men-
tioned to the Leader of the Opposition my
intention to move the motion and I hope
the House will agree to it. I move—

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended so as to enable
the Anzac Day Act Amendment Bill
to be taken on receipt of a Message
from the Legislatlve Assembly and to
have precedence each day before the
Address-in-Reply, and to be _pqssed
through all stages at any one sitting.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading

THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [2.39 pm.1: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

I would like to convey my appreciation to
the House for its willingness to agree to
the suspension of Standing Orders so that

we may now proceed with the Bill.

Under the provisions of the Anzac Day
Act, 1960-1975, racing and sporting clubs
are required to submit statements to the
Anzac Day Trust, setting out receipts and
payments of their activities on Anzac Day,
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and pay a statutory perecentage of any net
proceeds derlved from the holding of their
respective fixtures to a trust fund.

This year, Anzac Day falls on a Sunday
and, for the first time, the provisions of
the Public and Bank Holidays Act, 1972
will apply, making Monday, the 26th Aprll,
a public holiday. However, In view of the
interpretation of “Anzac Iday” in the
Anzac Day Act as It now stands, there is
no compulsion for racing and sporting
clubs to make any contributlon to the
trust fund from fixtures conducted on
that Monday holiday.

As it happens, the Western Australlan
Turf Club, and the Western Australian
Trotting Association, have kindly agreed
to conduct meetings on Monday, the 26th
Aprll, this year on behalf of the trust
and pay over the net proceeds from those
meetings.

In view of this, 1t is considered desirable
to make the necessary amendments to
enable the provisions of the Anzac Day
Act to apply to the Monday holiday,
rather than the 25th April when
Anzac Day falls on a Sunday. For
thzs_ purpose the amendments apply to
section 5 of the principal Act, which
covers payment to the trust of the net
proceeds of race meetings held on Anzac
Day in the metropolitan area, and to sec-
bgon 7, which requires the club, associa-
tion or body conducting certain defined
sports on Anzac Day to pay 60 per cent
of net proceeds to the trust.

I commend the Bill to the House.

THE HON. D. W. COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) [2.41 pm.]: Mr President,
we on this side have no opposition to the
Bill which is at present before the House.
We feel it is in accordance with the
principle of the Anzac Day holiday, and we
have pleasure in supporting it.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Thank you.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Commitice

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(the Hon. R. J. L. Williams) in the Chair;
the Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Jus-
tice) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short title and citation—

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Mr Deputy
Cheirman, I would like you to clarify my
thinking in respect of this Bill. I under-
stand it provides that when Anzac Day
falls on a Sunday, then racing and trot-
ting meetings may be held on the Monday.
At those meetings the TAB will operate,
from which the Government will recelve
revenue. Could it be said that this is a
revenue producing Bill that has been in-
troduced in this Chamber?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I assure the
honourable member that the Blll was
introduced in the other House and is the
subject of a message in this place.



